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RAID AERIEN SUR SAINT-NAZAIRE

ler MAI 1943

Le ler mai 1943, une formation de B17 de la 8¢me US Air Force quitte 1’ Angle-
terre, avec pour objectif le bombardement de la base sous-marine de SAINT-NAZAIRE, que
dans I’argot des aviateurs on appelait “Flack City” (la ville D.C.A.).

Quatre groupes de bombardement (Bomb Group) participent & 1’opération : le 306¢
BG basé a THURLEIGH, le 91¢ BG basé a BASSINGBOURNE, le 305¢ BG basé a
CHEVELSTON, le 303¢ BG basé 8a MOLESWORTH.

A 10 h 30 G.M.T., la formation est rassemblée a la verticale de PORTLAND BILL
et met le cap au Sud. Les 78 appareils forment une impressionnante armada et utilisent un
itinéraire indirect pour prendre SAINT-NAZAIRE en venant de I’Est, a 25 000 pieds, pour
plonger ensuite vers la mer, a 1 000 pieds afin de passer sous la couverture des radars
allemands. Jusqu’a SAINT-ETIENNE-DE-MONTLUC, aucun incident notable n’est venu
entraver la marche du 101 Combat Wing (91¢ BG et 306¢ BG) ni du 102 Combat Wing (305¢
BG et 303¢ BG). Puis 20 a 25 chasseurs allemands apparaissent dans le ciel et se mettent a
harceler les gros quadrimoteurs. Ils réussissent & abattre le B17 du lieutenant Sterling, du 303¢
BG. Il explose en vol et seulement 4 hommes survivront sur les 10 membres d’équipage. Il est
environ 11 h 30 GM.T.

Les conditions météo rendent inopérant le bombardement prévu. Seuls 27 appa-
reils lachent leurs bombes, un peu au hasard, sur les cibles, mais sans grande efficacité. Les 38
autres ne peuvent apercevoir 1’ojectif et par prudence se délestent, pour la plupart, au-dessus
de la mer. Quelques uns ramenent leurs charges intactes a leur base.

La suite du raid (marquée par la perte de deux B17, I’un du 303¢ BG, "autre du
305¢ BG, dans les parages de Belle Ile) allait tourner au cauchemar. Dérouté une premicre fois
pour porter secours au 91& BG attardé et attaqué par la chasse allemande, le 306¢ BG devait
commettre une grave erreur de navigation en reprenant son cap vers le point de regroupement
dans le GOLFE DE GASCOGNE par 47° 00N et 04° 00W. Oubliant de décompter le temps
passé€ a secourir le 91¢ GB, le leader ordonne de changer de cap avant d’arriver au point dont
les coordonnées avaient été soigneusement calculées.Se fiant uniquement & sa montre,
négligeant involontairement la distance parcourue, il donne le top a 12 h 26 mn comme
’indiquait la feuille de route.

A 13 h 50 GM.T. au lieu d’apercevoir au loin le CAP LIZARD, comme il
’escompte, le leader conduit droit sa formation sur la POINTE SAINT MATHIEU.

Sur Brest, la chasse et la Flak sont particuliérement actives. Entre 13 h 50 et 14 h
20, quatre forteresses volantes sont abattues. Le 306¢ BG perd trois avions, celui du Lieutenant
Wiggington, dans le port de Brest a 14 h, celui du Lieutenant Pipp dans le suroit d’Ouessant a
14 h 20, celui du Lieutenant Luby par 48° 20N et 05° 00W, a 14 h 20 et enfin le 91¢ BG voit
disparaitre 1’avion du Lieutenant Rand dans le chenal du Four, a 14 h 20, lui aussi.
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This track chart, from the mission of 1 My 43, was only recently located at National Archives,
and Is Interesting 3s H shows whare the great blunder occurmed Lhat 100k our planaes Into

Brest hardor,

Recently Found Map Shows
306th Trip To St. Nazaire and

Tragedy in the Brest Harbor

To: Cotmwxthow:J Fmsombw:ng

1 18Mdm30&h80mb6rupbck
off at 8:45 for SU Nazairs. Three retumed sarky.
Fillean wers over the fargat, but ooly tweive

The mission was uneventtul until tarpet wea
reached, when soma sight enemy CPPOSON was
encountered. Flak al tarpet was inetfective and
behind formation.

2. Bombirg was bad due Io heavy overcast,

watar or on point of land short and to the nght of
ing point.

On return trip, whie &t 800 Jeet, ormation few
over st in e and was engaged by ight and
heavy flak, a3 wed a8 by 1510 20 E/A, three of our
planes being ost.

3. Three A'C uned back at Engiish coest near
Poctiand 8t 1030, one with number three engne
out (Capt. Robert W. Smeth 423¢9), 0ne with heardly
vidrating sngine, Capl Pervis E. Yourse 423)
and one with number one sngne out (LL Richard
X. OHara 267th).

4. E/A opposition af tarpet was sight, no claime
reporied kor any sncountes over Larget. Lass than
100 planes sighied. Al Sces, haavy atiacks by kom
1510 20 E/A, whach came up 10 enGage as lorma-
tion sppeared. A new altack reported was from
rear from water level up sganst the boftom of our
A/C Bying at from 800 10 1500 et Wa claim eight

destroyed.

(Crecited were: Priar J. Nolasco J60th, twer
Mika J. Komo 365th, FW 190, Smoct 423rd, FW
190; Miton B. Edwarcs 423rd, FW 190; Jon R
Roller 269th, FW 190; Lamaont J. Duries 367, ME
100, and Wikam W. Fehrenhold 42¢d, FW 190.)

S.Flak at SL Nazaire genecaly inefloctive and
behind. Al Brest, very accurats, intensa Sght and
heavy flak. Flak boats, coasial batleries, machine
Quna, In addition o reguias sk postions reportsd
firing.

8. Throe AC loet, two down in Brest harbor
{Edwin G. Pipp 423d and Bart Wigginton 423rd),
probably no survivors (four in Pipg plane) ons
Giching in the Channal (Owen Luby 367th) o
near Franch Coast lor Air Ssa Pescue 10 be o=
jective. Men seen launching raft. Positions re-
ported by our A/C to towsr on arrival at
Pradonnodk. Report recsived &t Portrsath at 2040
from Air Sea Rescoe staled sntire Spitfire wing
escoriad rascus boats out in wide sweep tut lound
nothing. Thraee man (Hervy Bean, Joseph Zukacek
and Roberl Foliard 423:d) baled at approdmats
mid-Channal (exact posion impossiie 10 securs)
trom our burning A/C 649 (L P. Johnson, piot
423rd), which later successiully landed at
Predonnock with belance of crew.

7. Beven AKC landed &t Pradonnock, of which
three ars serously camaged. One landed at
Portrasth seriously damaged.

8. Three ME 1108 Sow level weh kormation, thea
cimbed through overcast and dropoed bombs on
our A/C from 15,000 Seet near Bede Isie. Four
sticks of fve bomba each repored dropped i train,
bombe sxplocing on contact with water. One flak
boal raked by fire krom our AC at Brest. One fiek
battery shot up by ancther A/C at Brest. One long,
3im ship, possily sub, reporied ht by bomd at
St Nazaire. One crew reports numerous evi-
dumdhshuidngmmmnm

Foreign Affairs

308th Echoes, January 1995 a

Looking at Bipartisanship

ARDREW NESS was 3 263th enginesr lats In the wer who served lrom 1552 10 1981 as a
Fore:gn Service Officer n a variety of capecities. His oversess sssignments Included Xarachl,
Pakistan; Bangkok, Theiland, Baghdad, iraq and Kairodl, Kerrys. Hia flaal sssignment betors
retiremant in 1881 was 28 an advisor for poiltical and security affsirs, U 8. Mission 10 the United
Nationg, and delegata 1o the UN. Since 1880 he hes served as presicent of the Dialectical Stud-
les inathiuts. He will endeevor in a seride of editorial pleces 1o heip us In uncerstanding how the

foreign attalrs of the U.S. are handied.

In a government often riven by ten-
sion and conflict between the two princi-
pal parties over domestic poficies, one
might think agreement on foreign poficy
would be easy. It isn'tl Bipartisanship is
missing.

This wasn't always the case. Shortly
before World War I, throughout that war,
and up Into Vietnam era of Presidant
John F. Kennedy’s administration in the
early 196Q's, the President set the
country's general foreign policy line.
YWhile there was often public debats,
once the policy was agreed upon, both
parties accepted and supported it. it was
this bipartisanship that imparted influ-
ence and muscie to our reiations with
othar countrles and eamed us respect
around the world, Political ditferences
over whether or not to pursue the war in
Vietnam shattered bipartisanship and
continues to divida us even today.

While our various presidents since
then have tried to sat and implement for-
eign policy, de facto leadership has come
1o reside in our congress, in particular in
the Senate and its Foreign Ralations
Committee, and, within thal committes,
with the various statf members who pre-
pare the studies and guidance for their
sanator's presentation.

Many think policy guidance emanat-
Ing from senate stalfers through the
senators for whom they work, instead of
from the President through the Depart-
ment of State, is badly misplaced—and
30 it Is; but that is also the way it is.

To maka matters worse, our foreign
poiicy Is further influenced and condi-
tioned by a plethora of studies and opin-
lons from various think lanks, scholars

In academia, and media foreign policy
“experts.” It ks no wonder that our nation
no longer has a central policy focus, and
it is easy o understand why other na-
tions are often bothered, amused, some-
times apprehensive and even frightened,
by the manner in which the United States
handles these affairs. Forelgn leaders
see policles enunclated on one day
changed In soma significant way a fow
days later. With so many experts it means
there really is no one expert and no one
voice, not even the President’s. As a con-
sequence, American foreign pclicy has
little credibility abroad.

Without laking sides, and only to i

trate the problem, we can sympathize
with Prasident Clinton and his vacillation
over what to do in Hail and Bosnia—
send lroops, don't send troops, send
troops. It is clear in these times that our
presidents can no longer act decisively
in handling international atairs. There
are simply too many voices to be heard,
and some of the loudest do not neces-
sarily have the best interests of the na-
tion at heart.

Thus, given our current fareign policy
concerns—near chaos in Russia, the
North Korean nuclear threat, lran, iraq,
economic interests abroad, and exces-
sive foreign demands on our limited re-
sources by the United Nations for heip
and assistancs, it Is unlikely that the
present or any future administration will
be able to handle our international refa-
tions efficiently. Only when we again re-
store the biparisan voica to forelgn al-
fairs will we ba able to again act as cne
nation Internallonally.
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RAID AERIEN SUR SAINT-NAZAIRE
ler MAI 1943 - 84 U.S. AIR FORCE
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- e 4— «— [tinéraire prévu aprés le passage sur St-Nazaire

< [tinéraire suivi réellement

On voit, en bas de la carte, ’origine de I’erreur de navigation, entre St-NAZAIRE et BELLE-ILE,
quand la formation fait demi-tour pour soutenir le 91st B.G. attaqué par deux Me BF 110.

¥ B.17 abattus par la chasse allemande et la Flak au cours du raid du ler mai 1943.
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Sur les 40 hommes d’équipage, 9 seulement seront sauvés.
Dans cette opération, les Allemands ont perdu 18 chasseurs et les Américains 7
bombardiers et 54 hommes, soit 4 avions et 31 hommes a la suite d’une incompréhensible

erreur de navigation qui a conduit la formation sur Brest a 800 pieds d’altitude.

Une note sévere, adressée a la 8¢me Air Force stigmatise cette erreur, qualifiée d’
“avoir un effet particuliérement désastreux sur le moral des équipages de bombardiers”.

L°U.S. Air Force entreprend alors une réforme en profondeur de la formation de

ses navigateurs et accentue ses recherches dans la construction de I’appareillage des aides

radio-€lectriques a la navigation.
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1 MAY 1943
VIIl BC 53
Bombs Losses Casualties
Despatched Effective Target Tonnage E/A MIA E Dam KIA WIA Mia
1BW ST.NAZAIRE U/B (P) 5
B-17 91BG 20 2 1125-1131 hrs 57 x 2000GP 300 1 083 0 4 10
303BG 19 10 5-66 2 0 8 2 0 20
305BG 21 5 2-0-2 1 0 3 0 1 10
306BG 18 12 8-0-0 3 2 6 1 12 33
TOTALS: 78 29 57.0 186-8 7 2 20 3 .17 73
2BW DIVERSION
B-24 448G 18 BRITTANY COAST
93BG 6
TOTALS: 24 - 0 0-0-0 0 0 0 0 0

REMARKS: Poor weather prevented most bombing. 306BG crew member Sgt Maynard Smith received MOH for action this day. The B-17in
which he was flying landed at Predannack with severe battle damage and was salvaged.

13PS despatched 2 F-5 to photograph French ports.

INCIDENT

Throughout B8th Air Force operations there were numerous
instances of navigational error precipitating disaster. Constant
vigilance was demanded to fly a briefed course across under-
casts and through weather fronts that so often hindered the heavy
bombers. In such conditions it was very easy for navigation to go
astray. On May Day, 1943, heavy cloud frustrated a mission to
St.Nazaire. Turning for home the bombers were supposed to take
a north-westerly course to ensure they skirted the Brest penin-

A

sula by 60 miles. The leading 306th Group somehow miscalcu-
lated and made a turn to the north and England too early. Losing
altitude the Group was suddenly made aware of its wandering by
flak from the Brest area, an error which cost three B-17s. The
trailing 91st Group saw what was happening and made a sharp
turn left. This manoeuvre dispersed the formation and enemy
fighters then arrived to take advantage of the situation. Such
happenings, coupled with the inability to successfully bomb a
target, had a particularly damping effect on aircrew morale.



Edwin G. PIPP -  ANNEXE -

pilote de B.17,

8th US.AF.,

en 1942

Abattule - Le cercle vert de I'Iroise...
1" mai 1943,

sur « Bank ar

Vervent ».

Les 4 rescapés du B. 17 n°4.2-5 422 du 306™ B.G. sont recueillis en mer par le « PAX
VOBIS », palengrier de I'ILE de SEIN, patron Jos GUILCHER. Deux d’entre eux soné
blessés, James MELLILO et Eli ROGERS. Les deux autres sont

o
n

idemnes, dont le pilote
50 p Edwin PIPP et James BABBS, mitrailleur amiére. IIs finiront la guerre dans un camp de
ans ont passe...
prisonniers malgré les efforts des iliens pour ne pas les livrer aux Allemands. Quant aux b

3

autres membres de [’équipage ils gisent encore au fond de ’océan, & jamais, dans la carcasse

de leur quadrimoteur.

Les 5 rescapés du B. 17 « VERTIGO » n°24-547 du 91* B.G. dérivent pendant 24
heures dans la Manche avant d’&tre recueillis par un navire allemand qui les raméne 3 SAINT
MALO. Eux aussi finiront la guerre dans un camp de prisonniers en Allemagne. I sagissaif
du Maj. ROSENAUER, du Sgt WAWRZYNEK, du Sgt HATCE, du Sgt FARRAR et du Sg
PLATT.

Les 5 autres membres de I’équipage n’ont jamais été retrouvés.

Deux appareils disparaissent corps et biens, ce 1 mai 1943.

Rctro;wailles R Celui du 1™ Lieutenant Owen LUBY n®42-29620 du 306" B.G.

port de Douarnenez : Celui du 1* Lieutenant Bart WIGGINTON n°42-5784 du 306" B.G.
E.G. Pipp et M. Maz€as
en 1996.

On n’a jamais retrouvé les corps de ces 20 aviateurs.

; Bombardier
= quadrimoteur
B.17. de
I’U.S. Air Force
(1943)



e

R



BLYRERBEARER b

& Diensigrad

(3
Die
SR

R W
ersonalbes

LA g SR




