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EOWIN G. PIPP
5050 Ocean Beach Blvd Apt 507
Cocoa Beach, Florida 32931
(305) 784-3389

Birth Date: 5-18-19
Detroft, Michigan
Height: 6'2"
Weight: 220
Marital Status: Married
Children: Five (adults)

Social Security Number: 381-07-7026

Detroft Public Schools

Detroft, Michigan

Wayne State University

Detroit, Michigan

Industrial College of Armed Forces
(Natfonal Resources Conference)

University of Southern California
(Afrcraft Accident Prevention

U.S. Air Force Air War College
(two year correspondent course)

Bachelor of Arts Degree
Date of Graduation: June 1948

THE DETROIT NEWS

615 W. Layfayette

Detroit, MI 48231

Employed: 1938 to retirement, August 1981

Job T!tles and Descriptions: Editorial employee since
1938 covering all types of news events. Aerospace
writer for the News since 1952. Korean and Vietnam War
correspondent. Covered all manned orbital space missions
at Cape Kennedy and Houston from the John Glenn flight
through the first space shuttle mission. Covered most
major aerospace events in the last twenty years with
assignments to all parts of the United States, Europe
and the Far East.
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Five years in Army Air Corps during World War II,
including ten combat missions as B-17 pilot over
Europe. German prisoner of war for two years.
Michigan Air National Guard Officer from 1946 to
retirement as a Colonel in 1974. Have first

. pilot time in more than twenty different military

aircraft ranging from B-52 through supersonic
fighters to small observation planes.

President of Aviation/Space Writers Association
(AMA) for two terms, 1958 and 1959.

Voted an AWA 1ife member in 1979 for "lasting
devotion to veracity and accuracy in writing."

Recipient of awards from Flight Safety Foundation
for air safety writing, 1960 and 1962.

Winner of Robert S. Ball Award for coverage of the
John H. Glenn orbital mission, 1962.

AWA awards for aerospace writing in 1962, 1972,
1973, 1974, and 1981.

Hoyt S. Vanderberg Achievement Award for the
Michigan Air Force Association, 1970.

Michigan United Press Internaticnal Award for
feature writing, 1974.

Michigan Associated Press Newswriting Awards
1966, 1973, and 1975.

Detroit Press Club, elected to Board of Governors,
1981.

FAA commercial pilot's license for single and
multi-engine aircraft, plus an instrument
rating.

Racketball, tennis, bicycling, jogging, and scuba
diving.
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Liste des B. 17 abattus dans les parages d'Ouessant et de Brest,

le 1er mai 1943 (voir carte)
entre 13 h 50 et 14 h 40

(heure anglaise)
14h50et15h 40

(heure allemande)

LAY

8éme U.S. AIR FORCE

B 17 n° 4225784 - 306 th B.G. - 423 s Sq - Lt WIGGINTON Bart
Lettre H
basé a THURLEIGH
abattu en rade de BREST presque dans le port.
Equipage totalement anéant.

B 17 n° 425422 - 306 th B.G. - 423 d Sq - Lt. PIPP Edwin

Lettre H
basé a THURLEIGH - tombé a 25 miles de BREST

6 tués - 4 prisonniers.

B 17 n® 4229620 - 306 th B.G - 367 th Sq - Lt LUBY Owen
Lettre H
basé a8 THURLEIGH
abattu par48° 20N et5° W
équipage totalement anéanti

B 17 n® 41 24 547 - 91 st B.G. - 323 d Sq - Lt RAND Robert
Lettre A
basé a BASSINGBOURNE
abattu au-dessus de BREST.
5 morts - 5 prisonniers ramenés a St MALO.
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Chapter 8
SNUFFY SMITH'S DAY
1 May 1943
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b Swaffy Smith's Dey

At 1310 the bombers made landfall at 3 harbor and some men
renarhed Later of nothcng the “lights™ blinking at them. Suddenly they
wrie hammered by Nlak of grea inwnvkyandnmq:umm
heavy countal aruillery, § mm mackine guns. By this ume the i

were over th:{mbw of Brest, the most important naval baswe in
rance; mot over England. Frasaically. the Jeaders began 10 turn the
furesation as quickly as they coudd. It dessanded all the flying skills the
pits could muster to keep their in the air at low altitude; those
oe dhe irvade of e tums 10 keep from salling, 3 maneuver
Dut could easily have been fatal. The survivors never dosteed the
atiliies of the Germans 1o throw Joss of shells their way and 10 pat them
sccarately oo the careening aircralt. The shells found their marks
and later $/5gx, El Rogers was 1o say that the holes appeariag in the top
of the wing of his shap looked like corn ng.

Unfortunasely, Rogers did not have much time so watch this phe-
nomenon as his srcralt flown by Lt uuinﬁpphlh_t\mu.onﬁm
of two %0 go down in the harbor. Rogers, the engineer, had been
wounded earlicr by flak and the navigasor had put & basdage around
his inpered wrist. Thi Mahnwlﬂedlopnulhhn&pnﬂ
on ing when the plase went under water. Rogers has oo
Bow be struggled 10 free himself, or just how bhe did it He
eventually floated out of the plane unconsciomss and was luckily seen by
Pipp and S5g. James L. the il guaner. Babbs, 100, had been
Vourits oy oo ol of Rogers acht v ld i head o1 of
T hold o e o
mﬁmmamnﬁnmﬁ‘mﬂumwmm
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i avacking
Mhelmddhdovn“juuht‘mt&m » the water, Al
surviving out of this crew was Sg1. James | who was flying as the

K.ﬂ?:'nlul:.mlmtoﬂt.:indu L*-n.h.ll;
d:umdwmds&‘n Norman A. Neuweder, wanl

Cerman Mk were added about twenty Lufiwaffe planes
whah sstached from the rear. A second 425rd Squadron plane, thas of
Tat L2, Ban Wiggh also was Joat in the harbor, His entire crew wa

I May 143 105

Farmer, navigator; Zpd L David | Nordberg, Sombardier. SSg1
John M, Cybulsky; Abraham L. Cogan, William |. Ihalovich,
Robert W. Gordon, K. Harnison and Ralph W. Wallxe

A 36Tth plane o reported 1o Bave ditched in the waser outssde the
Brewt harbor, the third w go down. 1s L. Owen Luby and his crew
were low: 2nd Lt Evan D, Clayton, navigator: 2nd L Thaddeus V
Powell, copilot; TiSges. John Alexander and Reuben Van Sickle:

Thomnas D, Qakman, Robert L. Teegarden, Elmer E. Wenael.
Jr., and Edward J. Zabawa; and Louis H, Wichmer,

When the fighters hit the 12l end of the formaton the cutsede plases
on either side of the group 100k the most severe pounding, those of In
L Lumhmﬁ 2nd La. Carrall D. Bricoe.

As 1 proceeding home from the et, Johnson had
sand 10 b copikee, 2nd Lt Ikbgk(,‘allum. an ek::a‘-dnj?:tcm and
transfer from the RAF, "It seema odd o be llysng northeast bere.”
Wichin minutes they realized the prophetic wisdom of this statement as
they became od in the lury of the defenae of Brest; they prob-
ably were pou w0 badly because they were at a lower alicude than
almost any other plane. As Capt. Raymond Check, Johmaon's elemens
leader, began his sharp wrn out of the batlle area, Johnsos made every
effoet 10 stay with him. Preciscly » thn moment the fighters b,
inficting great destraction.

“I knew we had been hix 2nd had a swerious probliem; the plane wason
fire and not flying well.” says Johnson.

He ordered Willum W. Fahreahold, his engineer, 10 go back
0 check on condicions in the rear of the alrplane. When Fahrenbodd
opened the front door so the bamb bay he saw noching et flames at the
rear of the bay across the wall of the radio room. Johnson and M-
l:.:. glanced back and wid Fahrenhold o take a fire extinguisher wuh

“Lieuterant, 1 can'’s go back there,” was Fahrenhold's reply. Never.
theless, he began spraying his extingenher the length of the bamb bay.
Eventually the lames died down and he was sbie o scrambile | h
the bomb bay 10 open the door on the destnsction thas Ly bey

St Maynard H. Sesith, Mying b very lirst ssosmn as 2 bomber crew
member, had been ang 10 the tall werer, While tracking an
oncoming fighner, Sminh fek and heard a ternfic explosion sbove hi

His sory as told 10 Andrew A, Roomey of Sien and Simpes, recounts
the remainder of the action:

“My interphone and the electrcal controls 10 my turres went owt, so 1
dandcranked sysell up and crawled out of the tarret imto the ship.
The first thing 1 saw was a sheet of lame coming out of the radio room
and another by the tad wheel section.
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Interview with Eli Rogers, 12 April 1977 at Williamston, NC

Member of Pipp's crew,

On arrival in England, thought they were over France, anc were
low on gas, Couldn't rouse any British etsticre bty radio or by
signal lamp, Tried to lend in a small field, about the size of
2 baseball field, surrounded by trees, Wings came off, It was
raining, and only Lucaes was hurt, (He wes original bombardier).

They put the bombsight out away from the plane and destroyed it
with upper turret guns, As they completec this task, they noted
that the field was surrouncded, Turned out to be 8British troops.

On 13th mission, shot down May 1.

Had bombed at St, Nazairae, lsacd naviqaior macde a mistake¢ end
took squadron over Brest at 500 feet, Three planes were shot
down in the harbor.

They were hit by flak, but seemed o.k., From top turret Rogers
says that whereever he looked, holes were popping in the metal,
Cabin began to fill with smoke., This came from the hycdraulic
pump, He put out the fire with a hand extinguisher.

They were hit egain over flak boats in the harbor, all four
engines were on fire and controls were useless,

Rogers went back, end found the r.o. lying on the floor, alive
but badly wounded, Waist gunners were both dead, Rogers noted
that they were almost on the water and grabbed release handles
for life rafts.

Plane went under almost immecdiately, with Rogers inside. He
ceme too under water., He had been wounded earlier in right
wrist and navigator had put & bancage on his arm, Bandage was
caughte on plane, holding him down,

Babbs and Pipp got out of plane and were in raft, Babbs says
Rogers was floating in the weter., They reached him, but were
unable to get him into raft, so held him at side with head out
of water. (Lear, co-pilot, hacd besen killed when flak hit prop
and a piece of the prop came through cockpit and hit him in the

head)

Rogers ragained conscieusness in hospital in EBrest, under Cerman
guard, when he was choking from blood, Nurse helped him, end he
was later taken by motor conveyance to Paris hecspital, where he
stayed & month, Really c¢id regain full consciousness until in

Paris,

After Dulag Luft, was shipped to Staleq 7-A, then 17-8 at Krems,
Austria, Left there 12 April 45, and freed 3 May 45,
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-— e W LS AEmMOoon
truckload of mail asrived at Bassingdourn. A
seems 10 be the last of the mail misdirected o Africa

matcly one
portion of it
winter.”

St. Nazaire - May 1, 1943

It was &
Memphis Belle
B e e oy

m'
formation was b

whea the ins were at work again,
lounpherg:n“bohd\em. e
had bombed so times

. It seemed the bomber

doomednonmunimkuheyhadmdebﬁon.

flying low over the Brest peainsals, thinking it was England. And

once more the mistake would be costly.
222

AEMPHIS BELLE

5T et 4 "-.- = ) ot
¢ some reason, beaded for Prance ten /
or the trailing growps the choee of trying

“the ps trying to catch ap. Runni
ing 10.cach up, soeme o the ulots foun
1es up, and five of the 20 p had to

emlins took over and coverad the target

of drop thei
o g o e wale, d of

ere supposed to drop when the leader

wder,” said Bob Morgan, "made the
s in the warer and everybody clse did

he M X Be%edidnothveonthe:y
bombs fell wide and created consider-
of St. Nazaire, which was still

. It had always been & 1ouchy sitsation
l‘tllnuuinocamil-‘mce.fa.ifvgci
tary wrgets t populased civilian
mmmmmm
nd their military installations there
: them. Otherwise, the

* gremlin. The lead group pilots
mnmwhnmmmsmmimlad& or the
tip of England and dropped down the waiting sights of German
anti-aircraft gunners,

“The

im0
915t Bomb Group: lead group seems 1o have gotien
oﬁooumandmmed%bdmlkymu Three or four of
their alrcraft were lost here. The of the 91st Group saw the

X mn.:‘u the xmm been so " vn:‘h 'gelouds u‘:irﬁn!: ;;.n
ity, that soene separated. planes of ¢ st
nmwmu&mkgmmmammmm.

something the Genmans always looked for. Sure enough, here came
the enemy fighters 10 pounce on the lose plane, Liswtenaat Baird
ducked down to the ocean, flying low over the water with his guns

223

Y -

NP
r



\ &
i ooy s ety Boolifousorsenc il e |
bp prcke moadl nupe, el an il
Q. N m\ 'Q/}’ AN Qz we.wt/ GAA."/\-QA,MM" Dt Le
/PGMJ' A a—»&,&k\l‘»cw %/\Cum’hma,ufi N t"’“"‘i"’k‘
Amenaara B e Lua Q»:; B YR th.ci , {ea -J'(\OM..A ek
/Lf_,o 6‘1' 'vi :.’Lc,k'uv, . Q/" /R?ul' A chu\& el &'o‘v\_,
el Pttt Aol Moy clnsmnn s, dea
5 TR / ¥ sy B o e Balicy wi
Lo & c:«o LC«,&A p aorn X SV Qbo ’fegm
a(“':' %dc"ﬁc‘wt /iCLLca e—MW«.LML-{A . GELGC-W&
A SaTw ta@?’tﬁ, /CLC-'WNQ;«—&: —Q( W,L'C.Cu‘" A CLK e.ag - h\l”\fo
g
i Avn ’Q.Mﬁ&wt 42(: é—vp A OLCLen dun jﬁb ‘(\c‘i—lwi*GI&o
./1>8JL Alvt MO CnL wt ef&..?b,'g, eh:,o —‘C.OMA\.-(Q_A/ f ;ut:(_
o-u.v’LOwol' —Ol/vr.:t M(}u [a,\x,at:, 'L‘ 'Uf,M.A;‘L lan -{cu’w.
s d’ avalud/ . ' , /
C“"“c“"‘"’-&j:‘ L CEo ,fy._ecw ran Lo fftT«u A QN gy
p-'(k;-“,f | M w‘("q Az ponce il e\ Lon Aag®
: i 2 Al Adewcain Sjiu“t.. A '“?

.,%auw ,dfu— 119'\4'\0'&/ UNALA o>
a""D/ Wu‘. /ehﬁ:/ 3 u;[—‘.’(e--m.f:w/ MM 10u:chM

iniki ailass sfellaiin.. danides Yalis i
A e viigue . 'On neatraik . L Rave du
leovis WRess” {M@t de fornmain La MER
d' TROUSE et moua alliswg copon o

X’Ocdbeumus OE SednN.




THE MEMPHIS BELLE

April 27, 1943

Author’s Note: The 91st Group was alerted o bomb the
sepored o b kg e o v, The plas wes
mon g

The mission was cancelled due loamma.

915t Bomb Group: "Headguarers is becoming concerned

about the of officers with enlisted :tnml of

?nvy’hu l.h“um ' in towns and other public places. Colone!
con

) s this i sequences upon any officer caught

April 28, 1943

915t Bamb Group: The farm and garden project continoes 1o
mh‘royeu. Ammumyﬁgemhmmmm How-
ever, anmmy»wbhshnadummingnllml
net o l::'lk Mon rbec;l‘:)iev;wd mlyd The commanding officer
stated would iscipli tion agai
b ke borre disc action against all offeaders,

April 29, 1943

Author’s Note: The 9151 Group was alested to bomb an

airframe f) at Meaulte, :
duclobndm . France, but the mission was cancelled

St. Nazaire - May 1, 1943

It was a day when the gremling were at work agai
Mmph.l':hsdkhdbdw‘h?ktgminhm. T
target was the ome they had bombed i
before, the submasine base at St Nazaire. [t m:imn un;:
fonmnonmdoomdtompwnnﬁmkuheyhdmadebctm.

flying low over the Brest peninsula, thisking it gland
once mare the mistake would be costly. g
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-~

The lead group, for some reasos, headed for France tea
minutes 100 carly, leaving for the trailing groups the chore of trying
o catch vp.

The 915t was one of the groups trying w caich up. Ruasing
their eagines wide open, rylag 10 carch up, some of the pilots found
this was bumning their engines up, and five of the 20 planes kad to
turn back.

Then the weather ns Lok over and covered the target
with heavy clouds. Le of the group attempted to drop their
bombs blind and succeeded in dumping in the water, wide of
the 1arget.

s Following planes were supposed to drop when the leader

“The formation leader,” said Bob Moegan, "made the
mastake and salvoed his bombs in the water and everybody else did
the same thing.”

At Jeast the crew of the Memphis Belle did not have on thels
conscience the tragedy that resulied from the bomds dropped by
other ps. Some of their bombs fell wide and created consider-
able destruction in the vil of St. Nazaire, which was still
inhabised by French citizens, [t had always been a mhgimﬁm
when the Amencans bombed targets in occupied France, for, if their
bombs missed the intended military targets and hit populated civilian
arcas, it alienated the French. Some French warkers were employed
by the Germans on and around their military installations and there
was always the chance of killing some of them. Ocherwise, the
Americans tried their best not w0 hat civilian areas,

Aloag came asother gremlin, The Jead m rptlols
returming 10 England mistook the Brest peninsula of or the
tip of England and dropped down into the waiting sights of German
anti-aircraft guamers.

91st Bomb Group: "The lead group seems 10 have gotten
off course and tarmed north before they should, Three or four of
their aircraft were lost here, The leader of the 9151 Group saw the
<rror in Gme 10 make a sharp lefl tam.”

But the turn had beea so sharp, with clouds limiting visi-
bility, that some planes got separated. One of the planes of the 91s1,
flown by Licutenant James Baird, came out of the melee all alone,
something the Germans always looked for. Suse emough, here came
the enemy fighsers to pounce ca the lone plane. Licutenant Baird
ducked down to the ocean, flying Jow over the waser with his guns

223
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wa:&dliu gl:nembodlydamedmd four of his crew were
wou but he made it after his gunners shot down three enemy
planes. He lasded at an emergency RAF field from where the
wounded members of the crew travelled by train %o Bassingboum,

Eight of the planes of the 915t got lost so badly om the way
home they landed at RAF bases scattered all over the southern balf
of England. The last of the gremlins? Not quite. One waited until
the next day to serike.

May 2, 1943

Author’s Note: Two officers of the 9151, Licutenant Joseph
Reynolds and oee of his best friends, Licutenant Leathers, were
goirzthmugh the personal effects of Licutenant Rand, shot down
the day before, preparing 10 ship the maserial back home to Rand's
family, Among the effects was an automatic pistol. Somehow,
while Licutenant Leathers handled the it began 1o fire. Six of
the bullets streck Reynolds who died before he could reach a
hospital.

9152 Bomd Group: “The Bassinghoum baseball team trav-
clled 10 Alconbury to play the team from that station. Weather con.
ditions were bad. However, not bad esough to postpone the game.
Bassingboumn was defeased by a score of 18-6."

May 3, 1943

91st Bomb Group: “Approximately S00 officers and men
attended a performance of ‘Swing Time,' one of the bester ravelling
USO shows. The show was well received and the participants were
royally ententained at the senior officers mess after the [show).

Author’s Note: Members of crews and non-combat
persoans] began asking if they would be rocased hack bome as their
combat crews fimished 25 missions and were returned to the United
Sutes. The 915t Bomb Groep historian said in the narrative,
“Those who do not come under the [combat] category continue 10
wish and think and kope. However, nothing specific has been
received which is applicable to ground crews.” Concerning asother
matter of importance, the namtive recoeded a new order stating,
“Only authonized drivers will be permited to operate motor vebicles

224
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in the future, Membcrsohheeomhxummuum’ to ride
motorcycles 3 any time.”

Antwerp - May 4, 1943

The 91st Bomb G flew the mission that had been
scheduled for the day bcm then cancelled, the Ford Motor
Conwnglmu&p making trucks for the German X

lot, Capain Bab Morgan: e ety s ibough ber
, flew as pilot
idudmmemgumm. & v
_mmm«wnpafmmmcﬂnumhus
famative account, and the bombing was nearly perfect. Enemy
opposition was light, No planes of the 915z were shot dows and
Y 1WO were me

The only snafu of the . said the narrative, came because
the combat crews were not 10ld Amencan P-47 and British Spit-
fire fighters would be flyiag escar, Some of the gunners of the
B-17s mistakenly thought the friend! planes were encany and fired
some shots at them. aidtbennuw.'lti:ﬂ'mly that
mof@wfneﬂymmdmdmuuhndsdwm
gunners,

91st Bomb Group: ealisted mea have been wsi
their blue r.ues [famlnmwmmm u-l%
hours. Aleomndmhavebuano(irwdwdaylmpdn:edim
manmldbepaminedtoluvelhemtionpriorwlmm
mlash:humauﬂwmym&ebbem

May 5-13

The Memphis Belle and her squadron flew no missions
during this tme,

May 5, 1943

Thcmpmnbmodlobombﬂtchlaulledmﬂ&cm
today bet the mission was scrubbed due 1o bad weater,

Thmdfmmdfwmlsledmkﬂwnm{wn
Jeave of seven days st a special rest home for combat crew
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706 Mickley Road
Whitehall, FA 18052 USA

29 June 1982

Cher M. Monnier and Pamily:
I am extremely happy to receive your most gracious letter

and the photographs of my father's B-17 and comrades, When I
mailed the letters to Prance, I never expected to receive a
reply. It is an extremely fortunate circumstance that I found

your address, and I am thrilled to now be in contact with you.

To answer your questions:
t. Yes, I am the little boy in the photograph you have. Of

course, I have grown a little bit since tthen!
2. My father was killed in an airplane crash i® 1954 when we

were living in Texas., He was serving as an instructor of

USAP student-pilots at the time.
If I can give you more information, please let me know.

I have some more Questions for you:
1. How 0ld were you in May 1943 when you helred my father?
2. Who &gag the photographs of the aircraft and the dead

airmen?
3. Do you have a current address for Mme. Michaud or M, Thibaut?

I am sending some copies of photogrephs for you to keep

and hope you enjoy them,
I thank you with all my heart for your assistance, You

are most kind, Best regards to all your family.
Yours truly,

—

Harry B. Roach III
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Un Améﬁcaln a Pornic

Sameodi 1% mai 1943, Hl devait Stre midi au soleil. Les travaux des champs touchalent & leur fin, L
guerre n‘avait pas changé le cours de ks vie de Joseph Monnier qui & 19 ans, trop joune, était rests i
la formo au lleu de porter les armes.

1l était loin de se doutsr que ce 1% mai resterait gravé dans sa mémoire...

En revenamt wers la ferme,
Joseph Monnier apergut un soldat
américain. D'ol arriven-il 7 Celd ne
faisant aucun doute. C’était béen
I'un des membres de I'équipage du
bombardier qui 8'était abatty, une
houre plus tO1, & un kilombire de
« La Cochardidre ». Il ne fut pas
surpris outre mesure, oM peu
avant, alors Qu'd peinan derridee
des booufs, i avat apergu un pre-
meer soldat dans des fourrds, qui
cherchait probablement de I'aide,
Mmpis N'030it pas se dbcouvrir LO1S-
lement, J

Joseph Monrier ne fit pas pant
de sa swprise & ses compagnons
de travail, per peur d"8tre dénoncéd,
Cutte fois-ci, sur le chemin qui relie
Le Chon & St-Michel-Chef-Chef, il
dan seud. L'aviateur venoit 3 sa
rencontre, B Femmens & «La
Cochardidre » pour lo cacher et lui
procurer des effets civils. Les deux
hommes ne parlsient pas s méme
langue, mais Joseph Monnier com-
Pt trds Vite c8 qui était armivé,

L'sccident :

Une formaton de dix bombar.
diers, les wop Tameuses forteres:
ses volantes B 17, éwit panie
vers 9 h 30 d'Angleterre, avec
pour mission de pllonner la base
sous-marine de Saint-Nazave. Arri-
vés dans la région nantaise, @s
furent pris en chasse pa des
avions afemands. L'un des bom:.
bardiers, touchd, ne put continuer
sa route. |l perdit rapidement de
"aftitude. Un moteur avait déjd pris
feu, quand une explosion disloqua
I'appareil. 1l étalt nlors & environ
15.000 pieds. Quelques instants
plus tard, Il s"éorasait prés de « Lo
Cocharditre ».

A bord du bombardier, ¥ y avait
dix hommes d'égquipage. Par
chance, quatre «sviatewrs furent
djectés’ Bien que fortement étoue.
s par le choc, lis eurent le réflexe
d’ouvrir leur parachute. Les autres
eurent moins de chance, quatre

Ces phovos représentent Harry Roach en avioteur (1) puls peu de temps
avent se¢ movr (2}, sow fils David Menry Roach (3) et enfin Joseph Mon. |
nier Qui recweillil en 1943 I'aviateur américain. R

préte. Elle mit 'aviateur en contact
avec un cerngn Jean Thidaud qui
était restaurateur & Agen et le liou-
tonant Joan Soum ; c'est de b que
portait la filidre Qui allait conduire
"Améeicain  vers I"Espagne et
Gibealtar. De la-Das, il pourrsit
rogagne: CAngloterre, Hu jowrs se
sont en effert écoulés entre le
moment de son départ et celul, ol

& nouveasu, il pouvait respirer sur lo |

sol britanique et donner des confé-

président Eisenhower dans bes
anndes d'aprds guerre au joune
frangais, on  reCONNBISSANCe de
I'side Qu'R apports & cet aviatew
inconny, oo fameux 1* mai 1943,

D. PIERRAT -
Artisan ;

avérita




U enue eua festaient Ogues oans
les restes ce la cardingue qui
s'écrasa au sol. Deux autres furent
retrouvids movts préds des débris de
apparel.

Pout les quatré suevivants, tout
restait & faire. D"abord, échapper A
Fennemi, trés présent dans le sec-
wur. Un détachement de cavalerie
fut d'sillevrs Gbpdché de Mache-
coul pour entrepeandre des recher.
ches ; les quatre parachutes
n'étoient passés napergus, ni des
gens du CoIn QUi 38 trouvaient
dehors, ni de Menmemi. ..

Lo Sergent Powel Griffin, qui
$tait mécanicien ot artilleur fut
sans doute touché lors de I sttaque
de ls chases allomande, A terre, il
e tards poas & dtre ropris par les
Allsmands. Le lieuterant John
Neill, quant B ki, trouva du secours
darns une ferme, mais 4 commit
I"errour de se rendee 3 la gendarmae-
e de Pornic o0 3 espérant rodver
une aide pour fuir, || é1et commae
« attandu» per l"nnom' Qui avait
investi les lisux,

La pewr:

David Parker, Je premier aviateur
que Josaph Monnier avait apercu
dans les fourrds, resta toute la nuit
caché, pour Ne ressorte que le
dimanche apeds-midi. I trouva de
Vaide dans une ferme, mMas Ox
mirutes plus taed, la Gestapo
venait le cueilie dans lo cow. Des
Quatre svisteurs rescapés, le leu-
tenant Harry Roach o0t le plus de
chance ; ¢'#1ait sa troisibme mis.
sion au-dessus de is France, Une
fois & I'abn chez les Maonmnier,
Josoph ha procura des effets civils,
« J'eus trds peur & ce momant-ld,
confie-t-il ; parla fendtre, |"spercus
des motos sllemandes qui descen-
daient la route, S'ils éteent venus
fouiller la maiscn, c'était la cépor-
tation qui nous attendait, Mais ce
no fut pas & cas, Je me souviens
que Marry Rosch asussi a0t trds
pour. Il partit s# cacher sous le lit,
mais s'étant déjd changé, 1ous ses
habits d'aviateur dtaient restés en
vue. Heursusement, les Afemands
ne 39 300t pas ardtés, mdme A
regarder & la fendtre | ,.»,

Dés lors, ¢'est Fhistoire de s
fulte qui commence pow Marry et
Joseph ne devait en apgrendre les
détails que plus tard. 1

La Wberth : :

Clost son pden qui conduisit, &
travers champs, Harry Roach
jaqu’d Chauvé, ol Viratituteur le
diviges vers le curé Sérot, un résis.
tant. s firent appel & Mme

Michsod enur lour porde d%inter-*

rNces Sur Son axtracrdinaire aven-
e, .

Peu de soldats anglais ou amérk
Caing parvinrent par cette vole 8
regagner I"Angleterre. Une quaran-
taing, pedcise sous toutes réserves
Joseph Monnier. Mais I"histowre ne
s'arrbte pas 1.

En 1946, Joseph Monnier rece-
vait un coutrier des Etats-Unis. Une
lettre de Harry Roach, bien sir.
Echange de nouveles, échange de
photas, A propos de photos, on
doit & Anseime Leduc, de SomeSt-
Pare, quelques clichds étcnnams
Qui resteront les seuis 1dmoins de
la catastrophe. L'explosion de
I‘avion, en plein ciel, ne lui avait
pas échappé. Il enfourcha rapide-
ment sa bicyclette ot se rendit sur
les lioux, Il y avait du danger, car il
BUFIt Py B0 IrouVer Ne2 3 N2 aved
les Alleamands, mais peu
importait. .. I} fixs sur la pelicude
des débris de |'avion; une
immense aile pointant vers le ciel,

. ung. autra retournée sur Je scl, le

train d’stterrissage sorti. It photo-
graphia également les deux mal-
heuroux aviateurs qui avaient &0
succomber 3 leurs blessures, apeds
avolr 4té djectés de V'avien. Ce
sont autant de documents ntéres-
sants powr I'Nstoire.

La mémolre du ﬁh. ]

Aprés un écharge de letires,
Joseph Monnier ne recevra plus de
nouvelles d'outre Atlantique...
jusquieu 7 mal 1982,

Ceo jourld, il étaiz & I'hopital et
¢'0st sa femme qui prit le courries
des mains du facteur. Elle ne com-
peit pas tout de sujte qui pouvait
dcrire da si loin et a¥isa rapidement

ln malade,

Le comact avec les Roach
vensit de se rencuer, mais cette
fois-¢i, plus avec lo pére, avec o
fis David Henry Roach. Joseph
Monnier appeit gque Naviateur qu'll
AVt secoury $1ait déchdcé dans un
sccident ¢'avion en 1954, alors
qudl étsit moniteur de pilotage
dans "armée. Son fils, ayant appris
par hasard, qu'un homme outre
Atlantique I'avait aidé, décida d'en
savolr plus sur sOn sauvelage ot
sur 33 fuite vers |'Espagne.

Depuis, les deux familes ont
beaucoup correspondu. Dans quelk
ques mois, les Monnler recevront
David Roach et sa famme. lis vien-
dront pour visiter quelques temps
I'Europe, mais blen slr foront étape
au Clion, A la recherche du passé ot
de documents qu“a légué I'Nstoire,
lis pourront, entre autre, découvrir

fe digldme qul fut adkussd par lo

divers travaux de
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SAINT-PERE-EN-RETZ

Les débris de l'appaveil, pholographiés quolqm heures aprés le drame aux Morandidres,

Une stéle sera dévoliée
dimanche aprés-midl aux
Morandidres, en souvenir

des aviateurs amdéricains -

Qul y trouvérent ia mort le
1* mai 1943 dans l'acci-
dent de leur apparell, L'un
des rescapés avalt été
caché par M. Joseph Mon-
nler, & La Cochardiére sur
Le Chon-sur-Mer. C'est son
fiis qui sera accuelll, pour
une cérémonie inatlendue,
quara m.-ﬂ-nm plus tard

Les personnolnos ot los
Invités se réuniront & partir
de 14 h 30. Sulvront 'inau-
guration de la stéle, des al.
locutions, la visite des lieux
et bien sdr un win dhon-

o neur,

(Uro en Journal |

de I'Cuest)

Dimanche, cérémonie en snuvemr
du 817 améncam |
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pujourd Tl
de son B 17 sudessus du Pays de Retz occupé le 1+
son fils, David Henry,a tout mis on ceuvre pour renouer los fils du passé

: mtwmhmuWWquw‘m

: th samane demidre, ¢'est on
autre des survivants de "dqupage
[ outd 17 qui est revenu dans T
tadion porvcaise sur les  heux-
+ mbros ol finit 53 guesre et com-
| mence sa captivité. ¥ s'agit du
* co-pilote Jobn Neill.gu, avec s»
| femme Dorothy, 42 ard aprés. @
voulu faite le voyage du souveny ot
revor celui qui 1'aveit sauve d'une
mort cortame. Dons une lettre
¥ scrite & David Menry Roach, John
Neil 8 vaconté tout ce dont ¥ s¢
souvient, l'explosion, e saut en
chuts libee et le choc & l'ouverture
L du pépin, son réveil § terre foce B
sus ssuveleurs, sa longue marche,
son trajet & bord d'une charrotte de
foin. 500 armvée dans une ville 8t
recherche ¢ une gore, Son anests:
| tion dans la vile, puis les camps,
, Nantes, Neuily, Munich, la libéra-
tion et lo fetour au pays. Quanante
oans aprés, il @ tout retrouvh et nen
reconmy saud cedul & qui i dolt sans
aucun douta 2 vie, un Clicanais
Joseph Maricn. Ce dernier se trou-
vait 14 su moment oG John Nelt
| inconscient toucha le sol francals.
En raison du chot trés violent subi
' & 1'ouverture du parachute, il avait
le cou remird dans des épaules.
Josaph Mariot eut la présence
d'esprit de hui twer sur la 1d1e pour
redresser ls colonne cervicale. Puis
il 3ui donna un pou b boire, Je récon-
forts ot e mit hors de ponéde dos
patrouilles allermandes on le
cachant dans un tailis.
Le w«km:d dernier, ils s& som

LR

done retrouvis au Pays de Rewz.

Agé de 87 ans, John “Neill,
ex-commandsnl de I'US Ax Force
travaitle ovjourd'hui & la Général
Dynamics & San Diego (Calfomie)
It ost pare de 4 enfants, 3 tiles et
un' gargon, Avec ¥» femme
Dorothy, ils o passd une semaine
8 Pars svant de se rendre & Pornc.
E1 samedi detroer, Hls DAl 48 recus

“par fo municipaiité pornicaise. Un

s

L e st 4 D P di il i dnbbicghitn i Biridn i B D i F e B O S sl T NNV s e B

rm.mammmmM'mozm'm
mai 1943, Depuis, Hiwry Roach est décédé mais
ywrbopudum,

des medieurs souveans qu'ils gar
detont de laur sépur sors d'avoir
srtendy e merveieux cadlion du
Chen, Apecds Lavor onvegistré plu-
sieurs Tois, 88 nous ont expligué

_qu'sux EtetsUnss, on n'entondait
" plus ted cloches sonner. Les clo-

ches chonnaises leur ra tbet
sans doute I'amitié franco:
américainw chlébobe samedi dertior
& Porrsc. :
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wl MerncanraiarCrueurr G
du sauveteur de son pere

'um‘m,.u\-mutmasm‘-w~wum.wma-anmm Tt
v ahatiu par 1s OCA slemande, L wn des survivanss, Harry Rosch, §teis cackd e
w. Manniee Dimancha Mo

ar un sulteur, . # pouvait gagoer I'Espegne,
ape 41 ans spris, o fils de M. Rosch viendra rendrg visite au ¥

|

appole c93 i

. sugourd hut de 60 sas, M. Joseph Mannier, qui n’
.u%o » au Clion-ser-Mer, no 50 151 pas prier pour reconter las dwdnements
on daeeil, ¥ les connait sur le bout des doigts. ‘ o
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Saint-Pére-en-Retz , ‘ o/ i

l; A ! ¥ ¢ \ A

oute une population présente au village | AN 1)
Les Morandiéres » pour inaugurer une stéle
;,du souvenir de la destruction d'un B.17 par la D.C.A. allemande
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Iy ovelt viaiment Deawcoup de
! monde dmanche autour de Marry
~RAcach jurvor, 8 c'un avistour
sméncan dont lo B 17 avalt é%
Cabany o 1% mai 1943 au-dessus
du vilage - Les Morandibres » en
St.Pére-en-Retz. Oulre lo com-
manden! Pece représentant 'em.-
Dassade des US A on devait no-
ter la présence du député
Richard, des consailers Qénbraux
Guisseau @1 Bouchereau, du caph
taine Mergel, de nombreux mares
gont ceux de S1-Pére-en-Retz, de
St-Michel. e Pornic et du Clon-
sur-Mer. Tous les habitants du vi-
fage des Morandibres ot des envi-
rons élakert prdsents

La cérdmonie COMMANcS Dar un
défivé avec en thie la fanfare ce |
S1-Pare-en-Retz. M. Chamier, le
maire, devait rappeler Fhistoire e
ces trogiques événements qul se
déroutsient il y 8 41 sns (voir OF
du wnded 12 octobre), Pour le
maire, ce fut l'occasion de rendre
hommage su cowrage du peuple
amdricain. Pour M. Gobin, « M.
Joseph Monnler, qul avec cours-
ge a ssuvé Vsvisteur Harry
Roach, est un héros =

celte cérémonie qui svail @16 or-
ginisée par tout un wilage en-
thousiasmé

aménceaine appartienant & son

phre

Un vin ghonneur devait

COUPURES DE COURANT,
March 16, de 8130 4 160301
Cagessais, La Raterie, Petite-Mo

On gécounrit une e pour clore
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ALLEMANDE ..

A quelques pas du villege des Morandibres, prés de Saint-Pére
on Retz, Mymne américain a retent! dimanche demiler en I'hon-
nowr de I'équipage d'un bombardier améeicain B 17 abattu per la
chasse allemande le 1* mai 1843 sudessus du Pays de Retz, Six
des dix occupants de 'apparell furent tuds dans "explosion mals
quatre d'entrs sux purent sauter en parachute. Roach, Parkor,
Griffin ot Neil connurant & leur arrivée au sol des fortunes diver-
sos ot soul Harry Roach put échapper sux soldats allemands lan-

cés A lours trousses.

Quarante ans plus tard, son fis,
David Hency Rosch, est veru en
France retrouver los traces du pvi
ple en territoire occupé de son phre
aujourd hul cécédé. Une visite qu
» décicé les municipalitds concer-
voes & faire ériger une stdle & la
mémolke des disparus, tombés
ians Je combat pour la Sbertd. De
nombreuses personnalités hono-
rpient de leur présence ls cérémo-
e d'inauguration dont le comman-
fart Pwoe, représentant |'ambas-
nde des USA  le Dr. Richard,
idputé, les consellers généraux
AM. Bouchereau ot Guisseau, le
apitaine Mergel commandant la
ompagnie de gendarmerie de Por:
we, St Pdre, St Michel et Chauve,
e,

Devent une foule nombreuse,
A. Chaerier, maire de St Pdre en
Letz, retrach on quelgues mots cet
pisode de ls guerre, se rappelam
u'd aveit 6té parme les 1émoins
culoires de Vexplosion, Puis

salus le courage et la bravoure de
Joseph Monnier qui, en recueiliant
chez s Marry Roach, permit &
l'aviateur américain d'échapper &
ses poursuivants. Un hommage
repeis par M. Gobin, maire-délégué
du Clion sur Mer. Puis le maire de
Pornic, M. Jan, remat & David Heary
Aoach et & Jean Monnier, Is
médaille de la vile de Pornic. Ce fut
ersute "échange de souvenirs
entre jes habitants et M. Roach qui,
avec besucoup d'émotion, donna &
Joseph Monnier les insignes de
Seutenant de I'avation amdéricaine
de son pore.

Dépdt de gerbe ot minute de
silence accompagnérent cette
cérémone Qui se termina entre
amis autour d'une grande table ol
fut servi un vin d’honneur. C'est le
moment que choisirent tros pilotes
@'ULM, MM, Jarnicu, Durand et
Pollono powr swvoler 4 500 m
d'asltitude le village et apporter le
témoignage de is grande famille de
avistion
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__Les deux premiéres heures__

Tout stait pour le mioux dans
Is plus bolle des cédrdmonies lors:
que tout & coup une jeune
femme prit e micro des mains
du député Richard ot langa & la
foule stupéfaite : « C'est mon
pire, ClMment Brideau, qul
2'est occupd le premier de M.
Roach. N lul & retird son pars-
chuts puls I'n déshabiilé. Sane
tul, les Allemands Faursient

revolver... ». Quelgues applau
dissements et un silence emba.
rossé suivirent mais le docteur
fichad sut enchainer 8t repren.
dre lo fil de son discours,

Un peu plus tard, un jeune
homme - on apprit qu'il ssgis-
sait du fils de Clément Brideau,
agourd'hul décédé - remit &
David Henry Roach le blouson
d'avisteur do son pére. Ainsl,
alors gu'on croyait tout savoir de
I'odyssée d'Harry Roach au Pays
de Retz, voild gqu'on en découvre
une autre partie et pas la mons
importante puisgu’ele concerne
les promiers inatants,

Cela méritalz une petite
enquiie QU NOUS avons mende
suprds de ceux qul pouvaient
#cinirce ce mystére. Et comme
souvent, la véritd est sortie de
s0n puits dans toute sa simpli-
cité. Le témoignage essentiel
Que NOUS avons recueils est colul
de Pierre Brideau, cultivatew &
rAiguiton en St Michel, qul avait
21 ans su moment de I'accident
Vors dix heures, 'hewe de
Fexplesion, il menait les vaches
au ped. B vit los quatre parachu-
tes descendre cu clel et un
d eux veni atterrir en bordure du
bols de l'Aiguillon juste & la
pointe d'un herbage Tamilisl,
Aussitdt, # courut dans cette
direction, imité d'silleurs par son
fréve Clémeont, aloes 8gé de 17

ans, Qui se trouvalt Wi & la
fermae. Arrivé sur les leoux, I vit
rAméricain se débarasser de
son parachute, et lever los bros
su ciel en disent « Vive la
France », puis s ¢loigner en boi
1ant ot en se tenant les reins.

Tandis que son frire Cléament
asccompagnait I"Américain,
Plerre plis sommaitement le
parachute et le dissimuls dans
un tallis. Puis il revint vers la
fermo et rejoignit son frire cans
fe verger oQ, caché par le seigle,
Marry Roach essaysit avec 'aide
de Ciément Bridesu de se donnet
une aflure plus civile an enlevant
son blouson, ses bottes et son
ceinturon  portant 1"étwi de
revolver. Il faut se rappeler que
les avisteurs portaient & celte
époqueld plusiews épaissewrs
pour essayer de se garantir du
froid imense qu régnalt dans
lours epparells. Ainsi, Marry
Roach se retrouva Dientdt vty
d'une chemise kakl, d'un Mger .
pantalon et de ses sous-bottes
Il refuss obstinément, raconte
Piarre, d'entrer dans la ferme
pour boire Ou Manger un mMor-
coou 81 Montra aux deux fréres
une carte grossibre, « un posse-
port s ol étalent portés les
noms de Nantes of de St
Nazaire. Pierre ot Clément lui
firent comprendre qu'll valait
mosux pour lul se dinger vers
Nantes.

Faisant alors demi-tour, s e |
mirent dans la diroction de La
Baconmidre, ot de la route de
Chauvé. Et c'est 14, sur cette
route, que wvers midl, Marry
Roach vit venk vers il Josaph
Maonnier, gu'il accepta do le sul
vre dons sa ferme de La Cochar.
didre pour se restaurer et chan-
ger de vitemaents avant de pren:
dre ke chemin de la lderté. Lo
suite ost une hatcire gue Nous
avons déjé racontde. ..
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_ “I Thought It
Was Time to
Get Out”

The Escape Tale of Lt. Harry

sty L. Roach, Jr, at Pilot School In 1944,

154, Major Hany E. Roach, Jr., US.AF.. was killed in
rash while on active duiy, ending a fourteen year car-
imerican aviation. He had enlisted in September 1940
lloman. After graduating from Navigators School as a
antin 1942, he was assigned to B-17 bombers
‘wing futher training in the midwest, Lt. Roach’s crew
" a formation of 28 aircraft) flew via Brazil, Ascénsion
and North Africa to Molesworth. England in early
is part of the 427th Bomb Squadron, 303rd Bomb
8th Air Force. On their third mission over occupied
Lt. Roach’s crew was shot down. Six men were killed,
r¢ able to parachute, and. of those four, only Lt. Roach
capture by the Germans.
was on 1 May 1943, Eight weeks later, Lt. Roach was
England after crossing the Pyrenees into Spain and
:patriated through Gibraltar
much | knew at the age of nine, when my father was
1954. As I grew older, my interest in both military his-
jeneral and my father's experiences in particular be-
irow. My mother and grandmother knew the broad
of my father's story, but herd facts were lacking In
began to search for more. Through a series of ex-
fortuitous circumstances, an exciting and colorful tale
y emerged.
rstlucky break came in response to a request for infor-
placed in the newsletter published by veterans of the
jomb Group. Former Tech/Sgt. Howard Heman, a
1 gunner in another aircraft in the squadron, was an

E. Roach, Jr.

427 Bomb Squadron, 303rd

Bomb Group
Harry E. Roach III

eyewitness to the downing of Lt. Roach's aircraft.

Sgt. Hernan steered me to the next goldmine of informa-
tion, the [J.S.AF. Historical Research Center at Maxwell
AF.B,Alabama. The good people there located copies of the
squadron’s after-action report of the mission. More important-

ly, they also had the record of Lt. Roach's debriefing after his
retumn to England. There, in his own words, is his report of the
destruction of the aircraft and his subsequent journey to the
south of France. Though it cost me only a postage stamp. it is,
for me, a priceless document

The final stroke of good fortune was the most incredible of
all Half a dozen letters from French citizens who had assisted
Lt Roach's escape had lain in my mother’s attic trunk since
they were received in 1946 and 1947. Apparently, my father
had corresponded with them for a few years after the war. In
May 1982, I wrote to each of them, hoping against odds they
would be still alive and at the same address

Astoundingly. one was. Joseph Monnier, a young boy in
1943, had been among the first to aid Lt. Roach. Not only was
M. Monnier able to provide details of that day, but also sent
copies of photographs taken immediately after the plane
crashed, before the arrival of German troops on the scene
Included were two views of sepatate sections of the aircraft
and three views of two fallen airmen from the crew. | also was
able to contact the aircraft’s bombardier, David Parker, who
lives today in Benson, North Carolina,

This, then, is the background. What follows is the story of Lt.
Roach'sevasion and escape as reconstructed from first-hand




SOUrces.
Nineteen aircraft of the 303rd, loaded with two 2,000-1b,

bombs each, took off on a mission to bomb the German sub-
marine pens at St. Nazaire, France. One aircraft aborted.
Visibility over the target was poor, with 8/101t0 10/10 cloud
cover. Enemy flak and fighter opposition were reported as
heawy.

Two alreraft were lost: 41-24610, piloted by Lt. Vicent X.

Walsh, and 42-5780, Lt. Jay R. Sterling. Sterling’s crew in-
cluded Lt. John Neill, copilot; Lt Roach, navigator, Lt. David
H. Parker, bombardier: TSgt. Powell Griffin, top turret/en-
gineer, TSgt. Arthur McCormack, ball turret: TSgt Harley
Fields, radioman/gunner, SSgt. Jessie C. Cleavelin, tailgun-
ner, and SSgt. Daniel Cashman and Sgt. William Whalon,
waist gunners.
Lt. Roach: “We left Molesworth about 0930 hours on 1 May
1943 to bomb St. Nazaire [ was the navigator. There was no
opposition until we were near Nantes. Then a few fighters
appeared and some flak was thrown up. Our aircraft was tall-
end of the left wing of the formation, It was very cold and our
windows were freezing over rapidly

“I'heard a terrific bang as a cannon shell passed about three
feet behind me and hit the rear of our No. 3 engine nacelle
We began to fall behind our formation and the FW's (Focke-
Wolf fighters), which had remained at a safe distance be-
lore, now came at us from all directions

TSgt. Howard Hernan, lower left iIn this crew photo, viewed the
xplosion of Roach's alrcraft from his vantage polnt In the top turret
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November/December 1982

“Everyone was shouting on the “inter-phone.” | had only a
small portion of the ice scraped from the window above my
gun. I noticed that No. 3 engine was feathered. A yellow-
nosed FW, evidently one of Goering's squadron (?), came up
parallel with us. He seemed to stall there. | let him have the
works, he dropped down but I could not see whether he was
on fire or had been damaged.

“A single line of flak, trailing our right wing. worried me. |
saw one fighter go by on our left, gain altitude, and come in
straight at our nose. Not having nose guns, there was very little
to be done about it."

(A/C 42-5780 was a B-17F, which lacked a nose tur-
ret. These were added to the G models.)

"We went into a shallow dive. | heard Lt Sterling tell Lt
Parker to drop the bombs. | did not think Parker had heardsol
rapped him on the shoulder and motioned him to drop the
bombs. Shortly after this our inter-phone went out.

“The ship was shaking violently and 1 could tell by sound
that we were traveling at high speed. | could smell smoke but
saw no flames. Our No. 3 engine was smoking badly. Our elec-
trical system was not working. | thought it was time to get
out

"When standing to remove my oxygen mask, | could see St
Nazaire about fifteen miles away and our formation going
toward it. The ship spun to the right and | was thrown face-
down on the table. Something hit me in the left thigh which |

of Capt. Claude Campbell' B-17 “Old Squaw.” Campbell stands Ia
left rear directly behind Hernan,
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ater to be o shell fragment. Somcone was on i cal
st1did not stop to see who, By this time the ship was on
imy eye lashes and eye brows were singed lattempted
:s¢ the escape door but was unsuccessful in pulling the

handle. As the ship spun again, | pulled the release-
1dle and the regular handle at the same time and the
2w off. The ship spiraled 2gain and I was huried back-
ith a violent jerk. On the next turn | went out head

{ernan: "My vantage point from the top turret was the
the plane. As | remember, your father's plane went
1stbefore we gottothe target. I remember it because it
first B-17 that | ever saw shot down. [ flew on 25 raids

7't know how many planes | saw go down, but it wasa™

35 on the first Schweinfurt raid when we lost 60.

-1 of the time, you would only get a fraction of a second
something happen, especially if the fighters were on
ust happened to have my turret pointed in the right
nattherighttime. Atthe time, Iwished T hadn't seenit,
course now | can give you some idea of what hap-

.1 father'’s plane was ‘tail-end Charlie.’ It apparently
<n hit, because it tumed to the right and down, maybe
o head for home, Generally, a plane would get hit by
srocket, thenstartdroppingback, and then the fighters
jeton them and finish the job. Your father’s plane was
‘ock to the formation, approximately 2,000{eet below
" approximately a mile away, when it just blew up. |
on't know how to describe a plane blowing up. It's not
:seeinthe movies All of asudden they just blow apart,

i was ieally uoiaie occasion to see one blow. 1 didn't see
any parachutes.™

M. Joseph Monnier: “It was about eleven inthe morning when
I heard a deafening noise in the sky and saw a squadron of B-
17's makingfor St. Nazaire. One B-17 pulled out of formation
and lost altitude. It was attacked by German pursuit planes
and finished by exploding in mid-air. Before the explosion,
four parachutists jumped from the plane. | followed them with
my eyes as they came in my direction, and then about an hour
later | met your father on the road.”

Lt. Parker. “Harmry and Lt. Neill went out the escape hatch but
before | could get to it the plane blew up. 1 was knocked
unconscious and must have been blown out the nose of the
plane. I came to a couple thousand feet down and pulled my
rip cord. | landed real nicely in a plowed field, hid my chute,
and ran like hell til | found a briar patch to hide in."

Lt. Roach: “While falling, my chute pack and hamess seemed
two feet away from me. | pulled my rip cord almost im-
mediately and was pulled up sharply as the chute opened.
The hamess was hurting my back. | had jumped at approx-
imately 20,000 feet and had trouble breathing due to the
altitude. 1 saw two fighters but they did not approach me. Alot
of debris fell about me. A large piece of stabllizer passed me
and other parts of my ship---a wing and the forward part of the
fuselage went spinning off to my right, The gas tanks must
have exploded. | did not see any other chutes.

“l came down very fast, hitting the ground hard with my left
hip. The chute started to drag me so | pulled the bottom-side
shroud lines and spilled the alr. I had landed in a small field and
it was with difficulty that | could stand because of my

2 2




renched back. I rolled my chute and Mae West into a bundle
nd hid them in the bushes. A cut between my eyes was bleed-
9 bddly
“I put my revolver in my pocket and walked toward some
srmers in a nearby field. | told them | was an American and
ey said they were ‘camarades.’ They motioned me to follow
iem and we went to a grove of trees where they helped me
1ke off my flying boots and insignia. Soon several women
opeared with food and indicated that a man who could
eak Engliah was on his way to join us.
“The man arrived and asked me for a cigarette. He could
y only a few English words but did point out our location on
y escape map. | had my escape kit, purse, a penknife, and
otographs in my trouser pockets.
"l walked southwest and after crossing fields forabout half a
le, | met a small boy,..”
seph Monnier: “I met your father on the road and brought
n home, where we gave him civilian clothes and some
gnac. At that moment, Germans on motoreycles came
wh the road. Your father hid under a bed. Fortunately, the
-rmans did not stop. Later we headed your father toward
auve, a small community 10 Kilometers from our place.
sm there he was sent to Madame Pol Michaud in Nantes™
Roach: “ was given a complete outfit of ragged dothing

reckage of Lt. Roach’s B-17 In » field near Poralc, south of St

szalre.

November/December 1982

Another deceased crewman, Sgt. Harley Fields.

soon started out again. | saw pieces of my plane and also
pleces of clothing strewn about the fields. ] grew tired of strug-
gling over plowed fields and took to the main road but very
soon had to go back into the fields because | saw a truck filled
with German soldiers ahead. | crawled into some bushes and
slept for two hours; the sun was going down when | awoke.

“I stopped at a parish house in the next village. There wasa
man in the yard and when | told him | was an American, in
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