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Eisenberg 990 Schlackenwerth 667
Falkenau 590 Schanheide 668
Floha 593 Seifhennersdorf 669
Freiberg 595 Siegmar-Schonau 670
Ganacker 597 Steinschénau 671
Grafenreuth 298 St. Georgenthal 672
Graslitz 600 Stulln 673
Groditz 603 Venusberg 674
Gundelsdorf (with Knellendorf) 605 Wilischthal 676
Hainichen 605 Wolkenburg 678
Happurg 607 Wirzburg 680
Helmbrechts 608 Zschachwitz 682
Hersbruck 610 Zschopau 684
Hertine 611 Zwickau 686
Hof-Moschendorf 612 Zwodau 689
Hohenstein-Ernstthal 613
Holleischen 6814 GROSS-ROSEN MAIN CAMP 693
Hradischko [aka Beneschau] 616 GROSS-ROSEN SUBCAMP SYSTEM 699
Janowitz 617 Aslau 702
Johanngeorgenstadt 619 Bad Warmbrunn 702
Jungfern-Breschan 621 Bausnitz 704
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Bautzen

Bernsdorf

Bersdorf-Friedeberg

Biesnitzer Grund [aka Gorlitz]

Birnbaumel

Bolkenhain

Breslau-Hundsfeld

Breslau-Lissa

Breslau |

Breslau |l

Brieg [aka Pampitz]

Brinnlitz

Bunzlau |

Bunzlau Il

Christianstadt

Dyhernfurth |

Dyhernfurth Il [aka Lager Elfenhain]

Freiburg in Schlesien

Friedland

Finfteichen

Gabersdorf

Gablonz

Gassen

Gebhardsdorf [aka Friedeberg]

Geppersdorf

Graben

Grafenort

Graflich-Réhrsdorf

Gross-Koschen

Grulich

Grinberg |

Grinberg Il

Guben

Halbau

Halbstadt

Hartmannsdorf

Hirschberg (Arbeitskommando)

Hirschberg (Arbeitslager)

Hirschberg /Buchwald-Hohenwiese

Hochweiler

Kamenz

Kittlitztreben [aka Kretschamberg]

Kratzau |

Kratzau |l

Kurzbach

Landeshut

Langenbielau | [aka Reichenbach,
Reichenbach Sportschule]

Langenbielau I
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712
712
714
715
717
718
720
721
722
723
725
727
727
729
731
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736
736
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738
738
740
742
743
743
744
746
747
748
748
749
749
750
753
754
756
757
758

758
760

Liebau

Ludwigsdorf

Mahrisch \Weisswasser
Merzdorf

Mittelsteine
Morchenstern

Neusalz

Niederoderwitz

Niesky [aka Wiesengrund]
Niesky/Brandhofen
Nimptsch

Ober-Altstadt
Ober-Hohenelbe
Parschnitz
Peterswaldau
Reichenau

Riese Complex
Riese/Dornhau
Riese/Erlenbusch
Riese/Falkenberg [aka Eule]
Riese/Furstenstein
Riese/Kaltwasser
Riese/Larche
Riese/Marzbachtal
Riese/Sauferwasser
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761
762
763
764
765
766
767
769
771
773
774
775
775
776
777
781
782
784
785
787
788
790
792
793
795

Riese/Schotterwerk [aka Oberwiistegiersdorf] 795

Riese/Tannhausen 796
Riese/Wolfsberg 796
Riese/\Wustegiersdorf [aka Lager V] 798

Riese/Wustewaltersdorf [aka Stenzelberg] 799
Riese/Zentralrevier or Zentralkrankenrevier

in Tannhausen [aka Blumenau]
Sackisch
Schatzlar
Schertendorf
Schlesiersee |
Schlesiersee Il [aka Pirschkau]
St. Georgenthal
Treskau
\Waldenburg
Weisswasser
Wiesau
Zillerthal-Erdmannsdorf
Zittau [aka Klein-Schonau]

HERZOGENBUSCH MAIN CAMP
[AKA VUGHT]

Amersfoort
Arnheim

800
801
802
803
803
804
804
805
807
808
808
810
811

813

820
820
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XIV. CONTENTS

Eindhoven
Gilze-Rijen [aka Breda]
Haaren

Herzogenbusch (Continental Gummiwerke AG)

Leeuwarden
Moerdijk
Roosendaal
'S-Gravenhage
St. Michielsgestel
Venlo

HINZERT MAIN CAMP

Bad Nauheim (OT-Polizeihaftlager)
Cochem [aka Bruttig und Treis]

Frankenthal-Morsch (OT-Polizeihaftlager)

Gelnhausen [aka Rothenbergen bei
Gelnhausen]
Hermeskeil
Homburg-Nord (O7-Polizeihaftiager)
Hoppstadten
Kirrberg (OT-Polizeihaftlager)
Langendiebach I and |l
Mainz-Finthen [aka Finthen]
Mainz-Gustavsburg
Mainz-Ingelheimerau
[aka Mainz-Ingelheimer Aue]
Mainz-\Weisenau
Merzhausen
Michelbach (Schmelz)

Neubriicke [aka Neubricke-Hoppstédten,

Neubriicke/Nahe]
Rheinzabern (OT-Polizeihaftlager)
Seligenstadt
Trier (Sicherungsstab)
Usingen

Uthlede (OT-Polizeihaftlager) [aka Uttlede]

Vicht (OT-Polizeihaftlager)

Wachtersbach

Wiesbaden-Erbenheim [aka
Wiesbaden-Fliegerhorst, Erbenheim]

Wiesbaden-Unter den Eichen [aka Wiesbaden]

Wittlich [aka Wittlich an der Mosel]
Zeltingen [aka Zeltingen an der Mosel]

KAUEN MAIN CAMP [aka KAUNAS,
KOVNO, KOWNO, aLso SLOBODKA]

Kauen-Alexoten
Kauen-Schanzen
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Kazlu Ruda
Kedahnen
Koschedaren
Palemonas
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KRAKAU-PLASZOW MAIN CAMP

Kabelwerk Krakau

Mielec

Olcza [aka Zakopane, Zakopane-Olczal]
Wieliczka

Zablocie

LUBLIN MAIN CAMP [aka MAJDANEK]

Blizyn

Budzyn

Lemberg [aka Lemberg (Weststrasse),
Lemberg (Janowska]]

Lublin (Alter Flughafen) (men)

Lublin (Alter Flughafen) (women)

Poniatowa

Pulawy [aka Pulawy Stadt]

Radom [aka Radom (Szkolna Street]]

Trawniki

MAUTHAUSEN MAIN CAMP
MAUTHAUSEN SUBCAMP SYSTEM

Amstetten [aka Bahnbau I] ([men)
Amstetten Il [aka Bahnbau II] (women)
Bachmanning

Bretstein

Dippoldsau

Ebensee

Ebensee/Wels Il [aka Wels]
Eisenerz

Enns, Ennsdorf

Grein

Grossraming [aka Aschau]
Gunskirchen-Wels | [aka Waldwerke,

Wels, Notbehelfsheimbau, SS-Arbeitslager

Gunskirchen]
Gusen (with Gusen Il and Gusen Ill)
Hirtenberg [aka Waffen-SS-Arbeitslager
Hirtenberg, Gustioff-Werke)

855
856
856
857
857
858

861

868
869
871
871
872

875

880
882

884
885
887
888
891
892
893

899
905

908
908
909
910
911
911
913
914
914
915
915

917
9189

921
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CONTENTS XV

Klagenfurt-Lendorf 922 lifeld 986
Leibnitz Graz [aka Aflenz, Kalksteinwerke] 924 llsenburg 987
Lenzing 925 Kelbra 987
Linz | 927 Kleinbodungen (“Emmi”) [aka Werk ll] 988
Linz Il 929 Kleinbodungen,/ Bischofferode-Eichsfeld 990
Linz Il 930 Kleinbodungen/Niedergebra
Loiblpass 932 (*Kommando 48A”) 9390
Melk (“Quarz”) [aka Kommando “Quarz”] 935 Nordhausen (Boelcke-Kaserne) 990
Passau | (with Passau lll) 938 Osterode-Freiheit (Firma Curt Heber) 993
Passau Il 939 Osterode-Petershitte (“Dachs IV”) 994
Peggau 939 Quedlinberg 995
Redl-Zipf (“Schlier”) 942 Rossla 996
Schloss Lind 943 Rottleberode (“Heinrich”) 997
Schloss Mittersill, Schloss Lannach 944 Stempeda ["Kommando B-4") 999
St. Agyd am Neuwalde 945 Tettenborn 1000
Steyr-Minichholz 946 Trautenstein 1001
St. Lambrecht (men) 948 Wickerode 1002
St. Lambrecht (women) 950 NATZWEILER-STRUTHOF MAIN CAMP
St. Valentin 950 [aka NATZWEILER, STRUTHOF] 1003
Ternberg 952 NATZWEILER SUBCAMP SYSTEM 1009
Vocklabruck 953 GRUPPE “WUSTE” COMPLEX 1012
Weyr 954 Audun-e-Tiche (‘Rowa’) [aka Deutsch-Oth] 1015
Wien (Saurerwerke) [aka Saurerwerke, Bensheim-Auerbach 1015
Wien-West] 954 Bisingen 1015
erner‘ Neudorf 955 Calw 1018
Wiener Neustadt 956 Cochem-Bruttig [“Zeisig”)
Wien-Floridsdorf and Jedlesee [aka: Kochem-Bruttig] 1019
[aka Floridsdorf | and II] 958 Cochum-Treis (“Zeisig”] [aka
Wien-Hinterbruhl (“Lisa”) 959 Kochem-Treis] 1021
Wien-Schénbrunn [aka Darmstadt 1023
Sonderkommando Wien] 961 Dautmergen 1023
Wien-Schwechat-Heidfeld 962 Dernau an der Ahr [aka Rebstock] 1025
Wien-Schwechat—"Santa” Kommandos 963 Dormettingen 1025
Echterdingen 1027
MITTELBAU MAIN CAMP [aka DORA] 965 Ellwangen 1028
MITTELBAU SUBCAMP SYSTEM 973 Erzingen 1028
Artern [aka Adorf, Rebstock neu] 975 Frankfurt am Main [aka Katzbach] 1030
Ballenstedt [Napola) 976 Frommern 1031
Blankenburg-Oesig (“Klosterwerke”) 976 Geisenheim 1032
Blankenburg-Regenstein (“Turmalin”) 977 Geislingen an der Steige 1033
Bleicherode 979 Guttenbach [also Binau and Neunkirchen
Elirich (“Erich,” “Mittelbau II") (Fahrbereitschaft]] 1034
[aka Ellrich-duliushditte] 979 Hailfingen 1035
Ellrich/Woffleben [Lager B-12]) 981 Hanau 1036
Grosswerther 981 Haslach (“Barbe”) [also Vulkan, Kinzigdamm] 1036
Gut Bischofferode (“Anna”) 983 Hayingen [aka Ebingen] 1038
Harzungen (“Hans,” “Mittelbau III") 984 Heidenheim 1039
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Heppenheim

Iffezheim

Kochendorf (“Eisbar”)

Leonberg

Mannheim-Sandhofen
[aka Mannheim-Waldhof]

Markirch

Metz

Mihlhausen

Neckarelz | and I

Neckarelz | and I/ Asbach

Neckarelz | and Il /Bad Rappenau

Neckarelz | and I|/Neckarbischofsheim

Neckarelz | and Il/Neckargerach

Neckargartach-Heilbronn

Neckarzimmern

Neuenbirg

Niederbronn

Oberehnheim

Pelters

Rastatt

Schémberg

Schoérzingen

Schwabisch Hall-Hessental

Schwindratzheim

Sennheim

Spaichingen

Thil (“Erz”) [aka Arbeitskommmando Longwy-
Deutschoth, Longwy-Thil, Longwy-
Thil-Audun-le-Tiche]

Unterschwarzach

Vaihingen/Enz

Vaihingen/ Unterriexingen
(with Gross-Sachsenheim])

Walldorf

Wasseralfingen

Wesserling [“Kranich,” “A10") [aka Urbes,
Hisseren-Wesserling, Colmar]

NEUENGAMME MAIN CAMP

NEUENGAMME SUBCAMP SYSTEM
Alt-Garge
Beendorf [“Alll") [aka Helmstedt]
Boizenburg

Braunschweig (Bissing NAG)
Braunschweig (SS5-Reitschule)
Braunschweig ( 7Truppenwirtschaftslager)
Bremen (Borgward-Werke)
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Bremen (Hindenburgkaserne)
Bremen-Blumenthal [aka Bremen-
Deschimag, Bahrsplate]
Bremen-Farge
Bremen-Neuenland
[aka Bremen-Kriegsmarine]
Bremen-Obernheide

Bremen-Osterort [aka Bremen-Riespott,

Bremen-Kriegsmarine]
Bremen-Schitzenhof

[aka Bremen-Deschimag]
Bremen-Uphusen (Behelfswohnbau]
Bremen-Vegesack
Darss-Wieck
Darss-Zingst
Driitte
Duassin
Engerhafe [aka Aurich-Engerhafe]
Fallersleben (Volkswagenwerke)
Fallersleben-Laagberg
Goslar

Hamburg (Bombensuchkommando no. 2)

Hamburg (Howaldtwerke)

Hamburg-Eidelstedt

Hamburg-Finkenwerder

Hamburg-Fuhlsbuttel

Hamburg-Geilenberg (Dessauer Ufer)
(men)

Hamburg-Geilenberg (Dessauer Ufer] (women)

Hamburg-Hammerbrook
(Bombensuchkormmando)

Hamburg-Hammerbrook (Spaldingstrasse)

Hamburg-Langenhorn [Heidberg)
(55-Kaserne)
Hamburg-Langenhorn [Ochsenzall)
Hamburg-Neugraben
Hamburg-Rothenburgsort
[aka Bullenhuser Damm]
Hamburg-Sasel-Poppenbiittel
Hamburg-Steinwerder (Blohm & Voss)
Hamburg-Steinwerder (Stilckenwerft)
Hamburg-Tiefstack
Hamburg-Wandsbek
Hamburg-Wilhelmsburg
Hannover-Ahlem
Hannover-Langenhagen
Hannover-Limmer
Hannover-Misburg

1089

1091
1093

1095
1096

1098

1099
1101
1102
1102
1103
1103
1105
1105
1107
1108
1110
1111
1111
1112
1113
1115

1115
1117

1118
1118
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1121
1122

1124
1125
1126
1127
1129
1130
1132
1133
1135
1137
1139
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Hannover-Mihlenberg-Linden

Hannover-Stocken (Akkumulatorenfabrik)

Hannover-Stocken (Continental)

Hildesheim

Horneburg

Husum-Schwesing [aka Husum,
Schwesing, Lager Engelsburg]

Kaltenkirchen

Kiel

Ladelund

Lengerich ("A17)

Libberstedt [aka Bilohe]

Litjenburg (Hohwacht)

Meppen-Dalum

Meppen-Versen

Meppen-Versen/Gross Hesepe

Moélin

Neustadt in Holstein

Porta Westfalica/A Il Barkhausen
[aka Porta |, Kaiserhof], Lerbeck-Neesen,
Hausberge Hammerwerke

Salzgitter-Bad

Salzwedel

Schandelah

Uelzen

Vechelde

Verden

Warberg

Watenstedt

Wedel

Wilhelmshaven-Banter Weg
[aka Kriegsmarinewerft]

Wittenberge

Wabbelin

RAVENSBRI:.:ICK MAIN CAMP
RAVENSBRUCK SUBCAMP SYSTEM

Ansbach
Barth

Born
Comthurey [aka Dabelow]
Dahmshohe
Eberswalde
Feldberg
Finow
Grineberg
Hagenow
Hohenlychen
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1177
1177
1179

1180
1182
1184

1187
1192

1195
1195
1196
1197
1199
1200
1202
1203
1205
1206
12086
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Kallies

Karlshagen | and |l
Klitzow

Konigsberg (Neumark])
Malchow

Mildenberg
Neubrandenburg
Neustadt-Glewe
Neustrelitz-Firstensee

Prenzlau-Kleine Heide [also Hindenburg,

Birkenhain]
Retzow [aka Rechlin]
Rheinsberg
Rostock-Schwarzenpfost/ Steinheide
Siemenslager Ravensbrick
Stargard in Pommern
Steinhéring
Zichow

RIGA-KAISERWALD MAIN CAMP
[aka MEZAPARKS]

Dondangen | and Il, with Kurben
[aka Seelager Dondangen, Dundaga,
Poperwahlen]

Elley-Meiten

Krottingen

Riga (Balastdamm)

Riga (Dunawerke]

Riga (Heereskraftfahrzeugpark,
Hirtenstrasse) [aka Park]

Riga (Heereskraftfahrzeugpark)

Riga (Lenta) (SO-Werkstétte)

Riga (Mihlgraben) [aka Ultra]

Riga (Heichsbahn)

Riga ( Truppenwirtschaftslager)

Riga-Spilwe

Riga-Strasdenhof (AEG/VEF)

Riga-Strasdenhof [aka SS-Betriebe,
Strazdenhof]

SACHSENHAUSEN MAIN CAMP

1208
1208
1210
1211
1213
1214
1215
1216
1217

1218
1219
1221
1221
1223
1226
1227
1227

1229

1236
1238
1239
1239
1240

1241
1241
1242
1244
1246
1247
1248
1250

1252

1255

SACHSENHAUSEN SUBCAMP SYSTEM 1263

Bad Saarow

Beerfelde

Belzig

Berlin (Arado)

Berlin (Friedrich-Krause-Ufer)
Berlin (Kastanienallee)

1265
1266
1267
1268
1269
1270
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XVIlI CONTENTS

Berlin (Kommandoamt der Waffen-S55) 1270 Potsdam-Babelsberg 1334
Berlin-Hakenfelde 1270 Prettin (Lichtenburg) 1335
Berlin-Képenick 1271 Rathenow 1336
Berlin-Lichtenrade 1272 Schonefeld [aka AL Henschel] 1337
Berlin-Lichterfelde 1274 Schwarzheide 1339
Berlin-Marienfelde 1277 Spreenhagen 1342
Berlin-Neukallin (“Krupp”) Storkow 1342

[aka Braunauerstrasse] 1279 Strausberg 1343
Berlin-Niederschoneweide (Pertrix) 1280 Trebnitz 1345
Berlin-Reinickendorf (Argus) Usedom 1346

[aka Berlin-Schénholz] 1282 Velten 1346
Berlin-Siemensstadt [aka Haselhorst, Werder 1347

Berlin-Haselhorst] 1283 Wittenberg 1348
Berlin-Spandau 1287 Wulkow 1350
Berlin-Tegel 1289
Berlin-Wilmersdorf 1290 SS-BAUBRIGADEN AND
Berlin-Zehlendorf 1290 SS-EISENBAHNBAUBRIGADEN 1353
Bernau 1292 Alderney (Kanalinsel) (SS-BB 1) 1361
Biesenthal 1293 Aumale (“Inga”) (SS-BB V) 1363
Brandenburg (Havel) 1294 Berlin (SS-BB 1) 1363
Briesen [aka Falkenhagen] 1295 Bochum (Sprengkommando) (SS-BB Ill) 1365
Dammsmihle 1296 Bremen (SS-BB ) 1366
Doberitz 1297 Dortmund (Sprengkommando) (SS-BB I1l) 1368
Drogen 1298 Doullens (Buchenwald)
Falkensee [with Staaken] 1299 [aka SS-Baubrigade West] (SS-BB V] 1369
Fallersleben 1302 Duisburg (Buchenwald) (SS-BB ll) 1371
Firstenberg (Oder) 1303 Duisburg (Sachsenhausen) (SS-BB |) 1373
Fiirstenwalde 1305 Dusseldorf (Buchenwald) (SS-BB lil) 1374
Genshagen 1306 Dusseldorf (Sachsenhausen) (SS-BB 1) 1375
Genthin 1309 Ellrich (Buchenwald, Sachsenhausen, and
Glau 1309 Mittelbau) (SS-BB V) 1377
Gléwen 1311 Ferch (Sachsenhausen) [(SS-BB II) 1379
Grinheide 1314 Gunzerode (Buchenwald, Sachsenhausen,
Hennigsdorf 1315 and Mittelbau) (SS-BB V) 1379
Kiew 1317 Haml?urg (Neuengamme) (SS-BB I1) 1380
Kleinmachnow 1318 Hesdin [Buch.enwald] (SSBBV) 1382
Kolpin 1319 H?hlstedt (Mittelbau) (SSBB 1) 1383
Kénigs Wusterhausen 1320 KéIn (Buchenwald) (SS-BB III]. 1383
Kaistrin 1391 Kortemark and Proven, Belgium

) ) (Neuengamme and Buchenwald] (SS-BB 1) 1386

Lehnitz [aka Klinkerwerk] 1323 Mackenrode (Buchenwald, Mittelbau, and
Lieberose [aka "Liro’] 1325 Sachsenhausen) [SS-BB Il 1387
Lobben 1327 Nirnberg (Sachsenhausen)
Neubrandenburg 1328 [aka 2. SS-Baubrigade (E)] (SS-BB II] 1338
Neudamm 1330 Niixei (Buchenwald, Mittelbau, and
Neuhammer 1330 Sachsenhausen) (SS-BB Ill) 1389
Niemegk 1331 Osnabriick [Neuengamme) (SS-BB 1I) 1391
Oranienburg (Auer-\Werke) 1332 Osterhagen (Buchenwald, Mittelbau, and
Oranienburg (Heinkel-\Werke) 1333 Sachsenhausen)(SS-BB 1) 1393
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Rouen (Buchenwald) (SS-BB V)
Sollstedt (Mittelbau, Buchenwald, and
Sachsenhausen) (SS-BB 1)
Spreenhagen (Sachsenhausen) (SS-BB 1)
Wieda (Buchenwald, Mittelbau, and
Sachsenhausen) (SS-BB Il
Wilhelmshaven (Neuengamme] (SS-BB l)
Wouppertal (Buchenwald) (SS-BB V)
SS-Eisenbahnbaubrigade V (Osnabrick]
(Buchenwald, Mittelbau, and
Sachsenhausen)
SS-Eisenbahnbaubrigade VI
[aka SS-BB VI (E]] (Buchenwald, Mittelbau,
and Sachsenhausen)
SS-Eisenbahnbaubrigade VI
[aka SS-BB VIl (E]] (Auschwitz,
Buchenwald, Mittelbau, and
Sachsenhausen)

1394

1395
1396

1397
1399
1400

1402

1404

14086

SS-Eisenbahnbaubrigade VIII (Sachsenhausen

and Mittelbau)
SS-Eisenbahnbaubrigade IX

(Sachsenhausen)
SS-Eisenbahnbaubrigade X (Buchenwald

and Sachsenhausen)
SS-Eisenbahnbaubrigade XI

(Neuengamme and Sachsenhausen)
SS-Eisenbahnbaubrigade Xl

(Sachsenhausen)
SS-Eisenbahnbaubrigade Xl

(Dachau and Sachsenhausen)

STUTTHOF MAIN CAMP
STUTTHOF SUBCAMP SYSTEM
Adlershorst
Bohnsack
Bromberg-Brahnau (DAG Nobel)
[aka Lager 15]
Bromberg-Ost (Reichsbahn)
Bruss-Sophienwalde
Danzig (Betonfabrik)
Danzig (Danziger-Werft) [aka Danzig-Troyl,
Lager Troyl]
Danzig (Schichau-\Werft)
Danzig (Schulemann)
Danzig (55-Hauptversorgungslager)
Danzig (55-0Oberabschnitt Weichsel)
Danzig-Holm
Danzig-Langfuhr
Danzig-Matzkau
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1408

1410

1411

1413

1415

1417

1419
1425
1427
1428

1428
1430
1431
1433

1433
1435
1437
1438
1438
1439
1440
1441
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Danzig-Oliva [Reitschule)

Danzig-Opitzstrasse [aka
Opitzstrasse,/ Gruppenfihrer]

Danzig-Schellmuhl (Carstens)

Danzig-Schellmihl (Otto Jost)

Danzig-Westerplatte

Danzig-Zigankenberg

Domachau

Elbing [aka Brickenkopfbau,
Stoboi bei Elbing]

Elbing (OT Elbing Complex) [aka Kommando
Befehlsstelle Strasburg]

Elbing (Schichau-Werft)

Elbing (Schichau Werke)

Gerdauen

Gotenhafen

Gotenhafen (Deutsche Werke Kiel)
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KRAKAU-PLASZOW

An entrance gate to Krakau-Plaszow concentration camp.
USHMM WS #03383, COURTESY OF LPPC/MSW
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KRAKAU-PLASZOW MAIN CAMP

The Krakau-Plaszow (Polish: Krakéw-Ptaszéw) camp became
the major detention place for Jewish forced laborers in the
Krakéw district of the General Government and only in early
1944 was transformed into a concentration camp, which then
existed for 12 months. Planning for the camp started in June—
July 1942, as a consequence of the mass deportation from the
Krakau ghetto to the Belzec extermination camp, which
lasted until June 4.

The staff of the SS and Police Leader (SSPF) in the Kra-
kéw district, Julian Scherner, started to erect a camp in the
Plaszéw suburb of Krakéw in October 1942.! The Plaszéw
train station had already served as a transit point for the de-
portations to Belzec, and there was a small camp there for
Jewish railway workers, the “Julag I” (Judenlager or Jews’
camp). The new camp, which several hundred ghetto inmates
built, was situated nearby, partly on the site of two Jewish
cemeteries. Until the spring of 1943, the camp area was ap-
proximately 10 hectares (25 acres); it was expanded to 81 hect-
ares (200 acres) by September 1943.

The camp itself was divided into several sections, one for
German personnel, including the commandant’s villa; one for
the work facilities; and a section for male and another for fe-
male prisoners, each divided into separate accommodations
for Jews and non-Jews. Some existing buildings were used for
the camp administration, especially for SS housing. In addi-
tion, more than 100 new barracks were built in 1943. The
several hundred forced laborers of the barracks construction
(Barackenbau) unit worked under extremely harsh conditions,
since the camp was to be erected at record speed.

Until January 1944, the camp was officially called the Jew-
ish Forced Labor Camp of the SS and Police Leader in the
Krakéw District, Krakau-Plaszow (Jiidisches Zwangsarbeit-
slager des SS und Polizeifithrer im Distrikt Krakau, Krakau-
Plaszow).? Scherner’s staff was responsible for building and
running the camp. All leading camp personnel belonged to
the SSPF office, such as the first acting camp commandant
Horst Pilarczyk (until November 1942), about whom rela-
tively little is known, and his successor Franz Josef Miiller.?

Krakau-Plaszow concentration camp’s industrial sector, 1944.
USHMM WS #08864, COURTESY OF IPN

‘ ‘ 34249_u11_B.indd 862

1/30/09 9:36:02 PM ‘ ‘



Krakau-Plaszow prisoners haul a food container, 1943-1944.
USHMM WS #50693, COURTESY OF LPPC/MSW

On February 11, 1943, Amon Goth took over for Miiller.
Goth, who transferred from the staff of the SSPF Lublin, had
been involved in Aktion Reinbardt, the mass murder of Polish
Jews. He served as camp commandant until September 13,
1944, and was replaced for some months by Philipp Grimm
and then by Kurt Schuppke. Important camp administrators
were Lagerfithrer Edmund Zdrojewski, Josef Grzimek, and
the chief of the guard unit, Paul Raebel. The camp for Poles
(built later) was led by Oberscharfithrer Landdorfer.

Most of the guards were non-Germans, such as Ukrainian
members of the Schutzmannschafts-Bataillon 206 and about
110 men who had served in the SSPF Lublin training camp in
Trawniki, so-called Trawniki men, some of whom had served
as guards in extermination camps.* From the German per-
spective, these men were not considered to be reliable.” The
so-called Jidischer Ordnungsdienst, auxiliaries transferred
from the Krakéw ghetto, kept order inside the camp.

On October 28, 1942, during the “Ghettoaktion” in Kra-
kéw, the Germans sent approximately 2,000 ghetto inmates
to Plaszow instead of exterminating them. The next major
change in the prisoner population occurred during the liqui-
dation of the Krakau ghetto on March 13-14, 1943. Between
8,000 and 10,000 Jews were marched from the so-called
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ghetto B (for workers and their families) in Krakéw to the
camp. (In December 1942, Scherner had ordered that all Jew-
ish workers from Krakéw be concentrated in Plaszow.)® In the
spring of 1943, Plaszow, with its 10,000 prisoners, was one of
the biggest forced labor camps in occupied Poland. The pris-
oner population grew even further with transports from other
camps such as Rymanéw in July 1943 and Tarnéw on Septem-
ber 2, 1943.7 In September 1943, the Jewish workers in the
Krakéw district were increasingly concentrated in Plaszow.
In May 1944, almost 6,000 Jews from “Greater Hungary,”
who had been deported through Auschwitz, arrived. They
stayed only for a few months, some to be deported back to
Auschwitz, others to be transferred to Austria.

Up until the summer of 1943, almost all the prisoners were
Jewish, but non-Jewish Poles were also interned in Plaszow as
punishment for small offenses. They were put into separate
barracks first; then a camp section was built for them in the
second half of 1943. Apparently, this camp section also served
as a work reeducation camp (Arbeitserziehungsiager) for people
whom the Nazis considered unreliable workers. Those Poles
were usually imprisoned for three months, but this period
could be extended. The Arbeitserziehungslager expanded
from a capacity of 1,000 to approximately 6,000 prisoners.
Almost 10,000 Poles were imprisoned there during the War-
saw Uprising of 1944, among them hostages taken in Krakéw
to avoid any similar revolt. Most of those prisoners were re-
leased after a while. Some Gypsies were also kept in the Pol-
ish part of the camp.

In comparison to other camps, Plaszow’s inmate popula-
tion included a comparatively high proportion of Jewish
women and children. Among the thousands of Jews who came
to Plaszow in March 1943, approximately 65 percent were
men. The transports from Hungary consisted to a high de-
gree of women. While most of the Jewish children under 14
in Poland were killed by the end of 1942, there were still some
in the so-called Julag IIT until 1943 and in Plaszow until the
spring of 1944. Female Jews had a lower chance of survival in

Female prisoners pull a rail cart along “Industry Street” inside the
Krakau-Plaszow concentration camp, 1943-1944.
USHMM WS #50705, COURTESY OF LPPC/MSW
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comparison to men, since most of the working facilities were
meant for male prisoners.

Conditions in the forced labor camps for Jews in the Gen-
eral Government were generally inhumane but could vary
according to camp and time. The survivors give a rather di-
verse picture of camp life. The food was totally insufficient,
and a typhus epidemic in June—July 1943 took hundreds of
lives. The working conditions varied. In the textile works,
they were not nearly as bad as in the stone quarries, where
male laborers were driven to total exhaustion.

The worst features of Plaszow were the mass executions and
the random violence of the camp officers and guards. Beatings
by guards, either spontaneous or as official acts of punishment,
were an almost daily feature. Goth was infamous for individual
murders. He randomly beat prisoners to death, shot them, or
sent his two trained dogs to attack them. Frequently Go6th had
members of working detachments shot after they were appre-
hended smuggling food into the camp. Inmates tried to avoid
any contact with Goth if possible, and they especially feared his
murderous roll calls or the barrack searches. He was certainly
not the only functionary to kill prisoners, however; some sur-
vivors claim that SS-Untersturmfiihrer John behaved even
worse. The foreign guards, most of them Ukrainians, were also
infamous for their excessive violence.

The Plaszow camp functioned not only as a detention and
forced labor site but also as an area for mass murder for both
camp inmates and prisoners brought from outside to the camp
area. Immediately after the March 13-14, 1943, Ghettoaktion
in Krakéw, the corpses of approximately 2,000 Jews were
brought to the camp and interred in a mass grave. Jews later
apprehended while hiding in Krakéw were shot near the camp,
behind the so-called swimming pool (Badeanstalt). Further,
during the Lageraktionen from May to July 1943, at least 250
Jews were shot. The main targets were old and sick inmates
who had been transferred from the camp hospital. In April
1943, 50 members of the Jewish police met that fate. Polish

Krakau-Plaszow’s commandant, SS-Hauptsturmfiihrer Amon Géth, stands
shirtless and armed on the balcony of his villa, which overlooked the
camp, 1943.

USHMM WS #05276, COURTESY OF LPPC/MSW
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inmates were also sometimes killed, for example, for keeping
contacts with the outside world. From June—July 1943 on, the
perpetrators moved their activities to a fortification from
World War I, which the inmates called Hujowa Gérka; from
mid-1944 on, at a hill called Lipowy Dolek. The Security Po-
lice and camp personnel such as Oberscharfiihrer Albert Hu-
jer also murdered Poles there, including priests, who had been
arrested.® These mass executions apparently started in Sep-
tember 1943; one of the biggest massacres took place on Feb-
ruary 2, 1944, when 200 inmates from Krakéw prison were
killed. It has been calculated that approximately 2,000 non-
Jewish Poles were shot near Plaszow; 2 out of 3 had been
transferred from the Montelupic Security Police prison. Ac-
cording to Polish estimates, 3,000 to 4,000 prisoners were
shot in the area surrounding the camp. By the end of 1944,
there were at least 10 mass graves situated around the camp.

Resistance was much more difficultin the camp than in the
ghetto. After escapes, Commandant Géth usually had about
10 prisoners shot for each 1 who escaped. Nevertheless, people
did escape. Mutual aid was more common. There were even
organized assistance groups, such as the Zehnerschaft (The
Ten), women who organized support for other inmates. In
October 1943, a small underground group was formed by sev-
eral Jewish Kapos, calling themselves the Jewish Fighting Or-
ganization. They were able to collect some weapons, but after
the murder of their leader, Adam Stab, the resisters chose not
to try an uprising but to wait to be evacuated to the West.

To a certain extent, Plaszow prisoners could rely on help
from outside. The Judische Unterstiitzungsstelle, a welfare
organization that the Germans tolerated, could supply the
inmates with some food and medical care. Stanislaw Dobro-
wolski, the head of the Krakéw branch of the Council for Aid
to Jews (Rada Pomocy Zydom, or Zegota), supported inmates,
as did the famous pharmacist Tadeusz Pankiewicz;’ the Rada
Glowna Opiekunicza, the Polish welfare organization, sent
extra food to Polish prisoners, some of whom shared it with
Jewish inmates.

The camp inmates, as well as some average Polish work-
men who were not imprisoned and could go home every eve-
ning, worked for several German firms, most of them for the
Deutsche Ausriistungswerke (German Equipment Works,
DAW) of the SS, which supplied the SS with uniforms and
repaired goods that had been taken from murdered Jews. The
Austrian enterprise Madritsch, whose owner secretly sup-
ported his workers, made uniforms for the Wehrmacht. Some
of the inmates even worked for a Nazi academic institution,
the Deutsche Ostinstitut in Krakéw.

Despite the SSPF’s order not to locate Jewish workers out-
side Plaszow, it had several subcamps.’®

Efforts to bring the forced labor camps of the SSPF under
supervision of the Inspectorate of Concentration Camps (IKL)
in Oranienburg had been under way since early 1943. Appar-
ently, in early September 1943, decisive negotiations were un-
dertaken between the Higher-SS and Police Leader (HSSPF),
the SS-Business Administration Main Office (WVHA), and
the armaments inspectorate.!! In late October, the WVHA
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decided to take over Plaszow as a concentration camp.!? That
is obviously one of the reasons why no major massacre of all
Jews took place in the camp, unlike during the Aktion Erntefest
in Lublin district on November 2-3, or in Lemberg-Janowska
on November 19. The branches Julag IT and III were dissolved
around November 15, 1943, and their prisoners transferred to
the main camp. Some skilled workers were sent to other forced
labor camps in the General Government.

From January 10, 1944, the camp was officially called
Konzentrationslager Krakau-Plaszow, but the actual changes
were few. All orders now came from Oranienburg or from the
SS-Wirtschafter at the Higher-SS and Police Leader in Kra-
kéw. To a certain extent, G6th, who did not represent a typi-
cal concentration camp commandant, was now restricted in
his actions, since he had to obey the general rules for camp
management and was obliged to report everything of impor-
tance to Oranienburg. (Goth was finally arrested in Septem-
ber 1944 for corruption and other offenses.)? After a while,
an SS-Totenkopfverband (Death’s Head Unit), the Wach-
sturmbann Krakau, numbering approximately 600 men and
women, took over guard duties. An SS camp doctor arrived,
first Dr. Jédger, later Dr. Blancke. Even a small group of Ger-
man concentration camp inmates, who were to take over some
functions in the camp, arrived in June 1944. But in general,
Plaszow was never fully integrated into the standardized sys-
tem of concentration camps because of the late date at which
it was incorporated. The majority of inmates were still Jews,
and there were few official prisoner-functionaries (Funkti-
onshiftlinge). The exchange of prisoners with other concen-
tration camps remained, before mid-1944, of minor
importance. Instead, prisoners were still sent to other forced
labor camps, such as when 2,000 Jews were sent to the
Skarzysko-Kamienna camp in March 1944.

In early May 1944, Goth received the announcement that
approximately 10,000 Jews from Hungary were to be trans-
ported to Plaszow. In order to make room, he prepared de-
portations to the Auschwitz extermination camp. On May 14,
he ordered all children in the camp to be transferred to the
“kindergarten,” which had been installed in March. This
turned out to be a pretext for their deportation to Auschwitz
on May 15, where they were killed.

At the same time, evacuations to Plaszow from other
camps located farther east intensified. In April and June 1944,
transports from the eastern Galician cities of Drohobycz and
Boryslaw arrived; in July, prisoners from other camps in the
Krakéw district arrived.

In August-September 1944, the camp leadership started to
erase the traces of its crimes. It is not clear whether this was or-
ganized within the framework of “Sonderkommando 1005,” the
Gestapo’s program to destroy mass graves in Eastern Europe. A
group of 170 Jews, who were kept isolated from the other in-
mates, was recruited to unearth the mass graves and burn the
corpses. This horrible task took until mid-October. Neverthe-
less, during this period executions of Poles continued.**

During the course of the Red Army summer offensive in
June-July 1944, preparations were started to evacuate the

‘ ‘ 34249_u11_B.indd 865

KRAKAU-PLASZOW MAIN CAMP 865

camp. The biggest evacuation transport left Plaszow on Au-
gust 6, deporting 7,500 to 8,000 Jewish inmates to Auschwitz.
Somewhat later a train left for the Mauthausen concentration
camp, from which the prisoners were transferred to its
branches. Probably on August 7, 4,000 to 5,000 Jewish women
from “Greater Hungary” were deported through Auschwitz
to the Stutthof camp in the north of Poland.

On January 1, 1945, there were still 453 male and 183 fe-
male prisoners left in Krakau-Plaszow, together with 87 male
guards. Right after the beginning of the Soviet winter offen-
sive, on January 14, HSSPF Koppe gave the order to evacuate
the remnants of the camp—according to official data, 623
inmates—to Auschwitz.!* Only 180 prisoners arrived in Ausch-
witz on January 17. Units of the Red Army reached the camp
area in Krakéw that same day.

Due to the lack of documentary evidence, only estimates
are possible on the general number of prisoners in Krakau-
Plaszow. The card index of prisoners was destroyed. Appar-
ently, in the autumn of 1943, there were around 12,000
inmates; in July 1944, 17,000; in September 1944, for a short
time up to 25,000. All in all, probably between 30,000 and
50,000 prisoners went through the camp, some only for days.
Approximately half of the prisoners were non-Jews.!® Between
5,000 and 8,000 prisoners were killed there, not including
those who were transported to the camp area to be shot im-
mediately. Probably the majority of those Jews who were
evacuated from Plaszow in 1944-1945 died during the final
period of the war inside the Reich.

The crimes in Krakau-Plaszow were the subject of rela-
tively few postwar trials, the most important of which dealt
with Goth. He was sentenced to death and executed. At least
one other German camp staff member and two Jewish Kapos
were brought to court in Poland.'” West German prosecutors
started to systematically investigate the crimes in Krakau-
Plaszow only at the end of the 1950s.!® Two camp functionar-
ies were brought to trial: the former camp commandant Miiller
and Karl-Heinz Bigell, an employee of the Madritsch enter-
prise.!? Several of the foreign guardsmen, who were captured
by the Soviet secret police, were tried in the Soviet Union.
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BA-B, R 19/115, p. 365.

5. Transfer rosters of SS-Ausbildungslager Trawniki to
Krakau-Plaszow, not dated, CAFSSRF.

6. Circular letter by Scherner, December 14, 1942, and
guidelines, February 9, 1943, Faschismus— Getto—DMassen-
mord: Dokumentation iiber Ausrottung und Widerinstand der
Fuden in Polen wihrend des 2. Weltkrieges, ed. AZIH (Berlin:
Riitten & Loening, 1961), p. 448.

7. Verdict LG Miinchen I 116 Ks 1/70 re: Johann Unter-
huber, June 18, 1970, pp. 11-12.

8. Verdict District Court Hannover 11 Ks 2/76 re: Heine-
meyer, March 30, 1979, pp. 53-54, IfZ, Gh 05.24.

9. See the detailed information on the camp in the report
of the Zegota, n.d. (probably end of 1944), in DiM, vol. 1,
Obozy, ed. Nachman Blumental (1.6dz: CZK, 1946), pp. 270-
274.

10. Circular letter by Scherner, August 30, 1943, Faschis-
mus, p. 453.

11. See the conferences on Lublin camps on September 3
and 7, 1943, a protocol of the latter in Faschismus, pp. 459—
460.

12. Order Pohl, October 22, 1943, Nuremberg document
NO-60.

13. Letter HSSPF Koppe to Himmler, September 6, 1944,
BA-K, NS 19/2586, p. 2.

14. Information of Zegota, not dated, DiM, 1: 274.

15. BA-K, NS 3/439, p. 2; Report on the departure from
Krakau-Plaszow, February 2, 1945, BA, NS 3/650.

16. See the preliminary list of 1,852 prisoners: “Indeks
imienny wigzniéw obozu w Plaszowie”(MSS, IPN, 1980).

17. Lublin District Court against Paul K. in 1948, who
served in several concentration camps; see Elzbieta Kobierska-
Motas, Ekstradycja przestepcow wojennych do Polski z czterech
stref okupacyjnych Niemiec 1946—1950 (Warsaw: GKBZpNP,
1992), 2:121.

18. A camp member was acquitted in 1947 by LG Berlin.

19. Verdict District Court Berlin 3 P (K) Ks 2/72 re: Big-
ell, June 4, 1973, IfZ, Gb 06.111; Paul Raebel was tried for his
crimes in eastern Galicia.
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868 KRAKAU-PLASZOW

KABELWERK KRAKAU

Polish Jewish men and women were forced to work between

July 1942 and September 1944 manufacturing cables for Ka-
belwerk Krakau. Kabelwerk in Krakau-Plaszow had been
compulsorily acquired from the German electronics concern
Allgemeine Elektrizitits-Gesellschaft (AEG) by the German
military authorities in 1941 after the occupation of Poland.

The factory site, almost 120,000 square meters (143,500
square yards), about 6 kilometers (3.7 miles) to the southeast
of Krakéw, not far from the Plaszow railway station, was the
site for the manufacture of electrical and telegraph cables. In
1941, around 1,400 male and female Polish blue- and white-
collar workers were employed there. Following the compul-
sory acquisition by the Riistungsinspektion (Army Armaments
Inspectorate) Krakau in September 1939, the cable factory,
which was owned by the Polish Fabryka Kabli S.A., was placed
under the trusteeship of Verwertungsgesellschaft fiir Mon-
tanindustrie GmbH (Montan), which in turn was controlled
by the Army High Command (OKH). The Montan con-
tracted with Reichswerke Hermann Goéring and the AEG for
the management of the operation.! In July 1941, the AEG
leased the Kabelwerk. It acquired the stock and raw materials
and undertook “to directly or indirectly give preferential
treatment to Wehrmacht contracts.”

Administratively, the Kabelwerk was controlled by Ka-
belwerk Krakau GmbH (KWK), which was established by
the AEG in September 1941. In 1941, the AEG placed the
43-year-old senior engineer Ewald Bohme as factory man-
ager. Bohme had been working in the Kabelwerk Ober-
spree (KWO) in Berlin-Oberschéneweide since 1925.
KWO, the largest of the AEG cable factories, relocated its
production orders and materials such as lead and copper to
Krakow.

Kabelwerk Krakau produced field cables for the Wehr-
macht and telephone cables for the Deutsche Post Ost. The
product mix included deliveries to the AEG sales office in
Krakéw, which sold, among other things, switches and light-
ing systems produced by the Berlin AEG factories to the
Wehrmacht, the “Ostbahn,” and the SS. It is most likely that
Jews from the forced labor camp at Pustkéw were used in in-
stalling electrical and lighting systems for the AEG at the
Waffen-SS troop training ground at D¢bica. The AEG had
been installing these systems since 1941 as part of a large con-
tract.> On not so grand a scale, the AEG Krakau also took
over contracts from armaments firms such as the Heinkel
aircraft factory at Mielec.

In April 1944, the former owner of the cable factory, the
Polish company Fabryka Kabli S.A., stepped into the lease
with the AEG.* The Mihrische Bank from the Czech town of
Brno (Briinn) then claimed possession on the basis that since
1939 it had been the sole shareholder of the Fabryka Kabli
S.A. The Mihrische Bank was controlled by the Creditanstalt
Bankverein AG from Vienna. The Deutsche Bank had been
the largest shareholder since 1941 in this, the largest, Aus-
trian bank.

ENCYCLOPEDIA OF CAMPS AND GHETTOS, 1933-1945
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In the middle of 1942, Bohme representing KWK negoti-
ated with the Arbeitsamt Krakau on the use of Jewish laborers
from the Krakéw ghetto. It was intended that mostly women
would be used in the cable factory, as there were no available
men. The inmates were to go back and forth daily in groups
from the ghetto to the cable factory. Initial security for the
prisoners was to be provided by the cable factory’s security.
The Jewish forced laborers were to work in a cable factory and
a plastics factory and in checking field cables. They were to be
fed the same amount of the factory’s soup as the Polish labor
force.

Bohme also successfully negotiated that in exceptional
cases he could decide whether to give the Jews consumer
goods. The management used such means as pressure to re-
duce the high absentee rate in the Polish workforce, which in
turn was the result of the German occupation policy that had
resulted in a catastrophic food shortage in the General Gov-
ernment. In April 1942, more than 20 percent of the Polish
workforce was missing either daily or for part of each day.
The management demanded that the Arbeitsamt Krakau
transfer individual Poles to the labor camps as a deterrent
measure.” In 1942-1943, the absentee rate was reduced to 2
percent, due to the distribution of food.®

Bohme announced, however, at the end of August 1942,
that the Jewish forced laborers “were not to receive any more
special rations until otherwise stated. This included all goods
which had been distributed.””

Oskar Schindler, who had business dealings with the Ka-
belwerk’s management, told of seven laborers from the Kabel-
werk who were transferred to Krakau-Plaszow where they
were hanged by the SS. According to Schindler, “Director
Dihle stated that it had a visible increase in production.”®

In addition to the use of Jewish women from the Krakéw
ghetto, it is likely that from the end of August 1943 a group of
96 male Jews from Wieliczka were deployed in the Kabel-
werk. The men were accommodated in a “barracks-type” area
in the Krakow ghetto.” After the evacuation of “Ghetto A” on
October 27 and 28, 1942, all Jewish forced laborers in the ca-
ble factory were transferred to the newly established forced
labor camp at Plaszow. Following the final liquidation of the
Krakéw ghetto on March 13, 1943, the company’s manage-
ment housed them in barracks on the factory grounds.’ As
was the case with Schindler’s enamel factory, the Kabelwerk
Krakau established a “firm camp” (Firmenlager).

A total of between 200 and 300 Jewish forced laborers
were assigned to work for Kabelwerk, probably 50 percent
male and 50 percent female.!! From the beginning of Septem-
ber 1942, they worked in three shifts. Among them was Leon-
tyna Opoczyniska who was 20 in 1941. She was assigned to
work in the wire factory within the Kabelwerk. According to
Opoczyniska, they were given substitute coffee in the morn-
ing, bread and soup for lunch, and bread in the evening. The
Polish workers with whom she worked secretly gave her addi-
tional food.

Even though the forced labor and their accommodation on
the factory grounds initially protected the Jewish prisoners
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from deportation, it did not protect them from persecution.
Opoczyriska stated that following a nervous breakdown, it
was only the solidarity of her fellow prisoners that prevented
her from being selected. “I was not taken away and shot,” said
Opoczyriska, “because my fellow workers put part of their
output down on me.”"?

The AEG commenced the evacuation of the Kabelwerk
at the beginning of August 1943 in the following order:
unfinished products and raw materials such as cable wrap-
ping, copper wires, or artificial silk were shifted to an AEG
raw material depot to the east of Berlin and sold to the
Berlin KWO.? Food such as vegetables, which had been
grown on the fields of Kabelwerk Krakau to feed the work-
ers, was also removed. The production facilities including
the wire factory, where many of the Jewish prisoners
worked, was shut down. The AEG relocated the enamel
wire factory to the Sudetenland. Other attempts to relocate
machines were refused by the armaments authorities. Rep-
resentatives of the Mihrische Bank stated that “those ma-
chines which probably would be damaged during transport
and whose reassembly would be uneconomic should remain
[in the Kabelwerk].”!

Unlike Schindler’s case, the Jewish forced laborers in Ka-
belwerk were not evacuated. They were transferred to the
forced labor camp at Plaszow, which in January 1944 had be-
come a concentration camp. Opoczyriska, with many other
female concentration camp prisoners from Plaszow, was de-
ported to Auschwitz. When Auschwitz was evacuated, the SS
transported her via the Sachsenhausen and Buchenwald con-
centration camps to the Bergen-Belsen concentration camp,
where she was liberated by British soldiers in April 1945.5° She
and more than half of the Jewish forced laborers at Kabelwerk
Krakau survived the deportations.

SOURCES Some background information on the AEG proj-
ect in Krakéw may be found in Artur Eisenbach, Hitlerowska
polityka zagtady Zyddw (Warsaw: Ksiazka i Wiedza, 1961). For
the documentary record of Schindler’s business relations with
the KWK, see Erika Rosenberg, ed., Ich, Oskar Schindler: Die
personlichen Aufzeichnungen; Briefe und Dokumente (Munich:
Herbig, 2000). For more on Schindler’s role, see Mietek Pem-
per, Der rettende Weg: Schindlers Liste—Die wabre Geschichte
(Hamburg: Hoffmann & Campe, 2005).

Details on the use of forced labor are contained in the file
notes and correspondence of the KWK management as well
as in memoirs of former Jewish forced laborers. There are
only scattered details on the history of the Kabelwerk Krakau
GmbH in the AEG files. Files of the Fabryka Kabli are held in
the APK;KWXK files in the BA-B, the LA-B, and the DTM-
AEG-A. Reports by survivors are held in the archives of the
USHMMA as well as in YVA.

Thomas Irmer
trans. Stephen Pallavicini

NOTES

1. See Kabelwerk Krakau an Kabelfabrik AG, Bratislava of
August 26, 1940, Betr.: Kiindigung des Gestionsvertrages, as
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well as Bl. 124, Beschluss Kreisgericht Krakau, September 14,
1940, DTM, 1.2.060 A, Nr. 00580, pp. 223-224.

2. See 1. Entwurf of November 25, 1940, DTM, 1.2.060
A, Nr. 00580, p. 220; as well as Ulrich Dihle to AEG FKU
Abt. W. of June 19, 1941, LA-B, A Rep. 227-06, Nr. 11.

3. Artur Eisenbach, Hitlerowska polityka zaglady Zydow
(Warsaw: Ksiazka i Wiedza, 1961), p. 436.

4. See Abschrift Pachtvertrag JB-Vertragsarchiv Nr. 424,
DTM, 1.2.060 A, Nr. 00581, pp. 67-72.

5. See KWK an Arbeitsamt Krakau of May 19, 1942,
Betr.: Siumige Gefolgschaftsmitglieder.

6. See Werkmitteilung SEK of July 29, 1943, Betr.: Anruf
des Herrn Bohme; Rundschreiben Nr. 47/4 of August 21,
1943, LA-B, A Rep. 227-06, Nr. 15.

7. See Kabelwerk Krakau, Rundschreiben Nr. 50/42 of
August 31, 1942, in LA-B, A Rep. 227-06, Nr. 14.

8. As cited in Erika Rosenberg, ed., Ich, Oskar Schindler:
Die personlichen Aufzeichnungen; Briefe und Dokumente (Mu-
nich: Herbig, 2000), p. 104. On the KWK and Oskar
Schindler, see Ewald Béhme and Ulrich Dihle to Oskar
Schindler April 27, 1944, LA-B, A Rep 227-06, Nr. 9.

9. See Kabelwerk Krakau, Aktenvermerk Nr. 108/42 of
September 2, 1942, Betr.: Judeneinsatz, LA-B, A Rep. 227-06,
Nr. 14.

10. See Leontyna Davies, Questionnaire transcript and
photo album, USHMMA, RG 02.070, pp. 5-6; Mietek Pem-
per, Der rettende Weg: Schindlers Liste—Die wabre Geschichte
(Hamburg: Hoffmann & Campe, 2005), p. 104.

11. Opoczyriska estimates the numbers at 300 people. Af-
ter 1945, the AEG stated there were 200. See Davies tran-
script, USHMMA, RG-02.070; as well as the letter from Max
Stein to E. Katzenstein and the Claims Conference of April
21, 1960, Re: AEG and Telefunken, YVS [YVA], 400/1, Kor-
respondenz Telefunken (Akte Dr. Stein).

12. Davies transcript, USHMMA, RG-02.070.

13. See Versandscheine und Aufstellungen tiber Rdumungs-
giiter, LA-B, A. Rep 227-06, Nr. 8 +12.

14. See Protokoll Aufsichtsrat Kabelfabrik A.G., Septem-
ber 8, 1944.

15. Davies transcript, USHMMA, RG-02.070.

MIELEC

The town of Mielec lies about 120 kilometers (75 miles) east
of Krakéw and about the same distance to the southwest of
Lublin. For a few weeks during the war, there was a Krakau-
Plaszow concentration camp labor detail located in Mielec.
The forced labor camp that was established after the occupa-
tion, as well as the subcamp that came later, was located at the
site of the former aircraft factory at Mielec. This was a small-
to medium-sized camp that only existed for a short time as a
subcamp. As a result, only a few records remain. Prisoner
statements, which form part of the documents in Interna-
tional Tracing Services (ITS) documents, suggest that at first
a forced labor camp was established on March 7-9, 1942, for
male Jewish prisoners in this part of the General Govern-
ment.! The first mention of female Jewish prisoners in the
Mielec forced labor camp is dated from March 1942.
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870 KRAKAU-PLASZOW

Contradictory statements about the date of closure make it
impossible to determine the precise period it existed as an in-
dependent camp. In the Central Office of State Justice Ad-
ministrations (ZdL) in Ludwigsburg, an interrogation report
on the Plaszow camp titled “Die moérderische Aussiedlungs-
aktion” (The Murderous Deportation Operation) can be
found. According to that report, 2,000 prisoners of the de-
tachment were taken from Mielec to Plaszow on July 26, 1944.
However, there are a number of postwar witness statements
challenging this evacuation report. The testimonies state that
prisoners from this detachment were transferred to the
Wieliczka labor detail and the Flossenbiirg concentration
camp on July 22, 1944. Another statement, made sometime
after the events, suggests the camp still existed in August
1944.%2 There is no further mention of the outside detail after
this date. The reason for the rapid evacuation of the outside
detail was the approaching Soviet Army into the steadily
shrinking territory of the Third Reich.

A file note of the Chief of the Office W IV of the SS-
Business Administration Main Office (WVHA), dated Janu-
ary 13, 1944, shows that the Krakau-Plaszow main camp
remained a Jewish forced labor camp until January 11, 1944,
and only from then on became a concentration camp. This
means that the Mielec forced labor camp could only have be-
come an outside detail of the now-independent concentration
camp, the main camp Krakau-Plaszow, sometime later,
namely, on June 12, 1944.3

According to the statements of prisoners and the few re-
maining personnel documents, the inmates were solely Jews
of Polish nationality. On the other hand, the little available
literature points to the Mielec prisoners as being “Poles and
Jews.” As was the custom in most forced labor camps, prison-
ers wore civilian clothing with colored stripes; in addition,
Jews were forced to wear a yellow star. After the transforma-
tion of the camp into a concentration camp, the prisoners had
to wear the conventional striped camp clothing. The prison-
ers were accommodated in barracks for the entire duration of
their persecution.

A peculiarity of this camp was how the prisoners were tat-
tooed. In contrast to the usual practice at Auschwitz where
the entire prisoner number was tattooed on the left forearm,
those responsible at the Mielec detail only tattooed the letters
KL on the forearm. According to the literature, this was done
alternately on the right and the left forearm. However, nu-
merous postwar prisoner statements say that the tattoos were
only made on the right forearm. The same procedure, that is,
tattoos with the letters KL, possibly occurred in Budzy1n (a
Lublin subcamp) and Wieliczka.’

The Mielec inmates worked at the Heinkel aircraft works.
The surviving registration cards often display the abbrevia-
tion “FWM?” in the top left-hand corner, which stands for
Flugzeugwerke Mielec. The aircraft works were enclosed by
walls, and on top of the walls was an electric wire. The work
was done in two shifts, from 6:00 A.M. to 6:00 P.M. and from
6:00 P.M. to 6:00 A.M. The prisoners’ main task was rivetting
aircraft wings. The prisoners also had to perform cleaning
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and general metalwork. The prisoner cards of the Mielec sub-
camp as well as the concentration camps to which the prison-
ers were transferred, such as Flossenbiirg, state, among other
things, the main trades, which include bakers, tailors, plumb-
ers, and assemblymen, and the prisoners’ secondary trades,
such as locksmith or unskilled workers (Bau Hilfsarbeiter).
There are also notations for the actual work, that is, deploy-
ment, such as turner, brush maker, milling, drilling, and un-
skilled workers.

The available sources vary regarding the total size of the
subcamp: from 800 to 2,000 to even more male prisoners and
from 50 to 300 female prisoners. The largest number of pris-
oners at the Mielec camp, which was closed during the sum-
mer of 1944, is 4,000; however, there is no precise date for
this figure, which was estimated by the Main Commission for
the Investigation of Hitlerite Crimes in Poland by the Coun-
cil for the Protection of Monuments, Struggle and Martyr-
dom (Gléwna Komisja Badania Zbrodni Hitlerowskich w
Polsce Rada Ochrony Pomnikéw Walki i M¢czeristwa).6

The prisoners were fed one meal of soup at lunch and re-
ceived 1.4 kilograms (3.1 pounds) of bread per week.” Initially,
the prisoners were guarded by members of the Luftwaffe and
later by the SS and the Ukrainian SS, respectively. According
to postwar documents, the Gestapo and SS shot prisoners in
the Mielec camp.®

SOURCES The following reference books were helpful in
preparing this entry: GKBZHwP, Rada Ochrony Po-
mnikow Walki i Meczenistwa, Obozy bitlerowskie na ziemiach
polskich  1939-1945:  informator encyklopedyczny (Warsaw,
1979); and Edward Kossoy, Handbuch zum Bundesentschidi-
gungsgesetz (BEG), Law & Notarial-Offices Apelbom (Munich,
1956), p. 166.

This essay on the Mielec subcamp is based nearly exclu-
sively on sources that are contained in the general collection
of I'TS. The sources include statements and the documents
generated from investigations by former prisoners, referring
to the total period of their persecution and imprisonment,
respectively. This makes possible a distinction between infor-
mation relating to the forced labor camp and the later sub-
camp. The prisoner cards of the Mielec aircraft works as well
as the Flossenbiirg concentration camp provide documentary
confirmation, as the cards refer to the Mielec labor camp as
the place of admission.

Charles-Claude Biedermann
trans. Stephen Pallavicini

NOTES

1. March 7, 1942, according to a statement dated Decem-
ber 24, 1959, and held by I'TS. On the other hand, the OK-
BZNwK puts the opening date as March 9, 1942.

2. ITS, Call number Documents M3 Mielec, Statement of
the former prisoners Fried. Sz.

3. First Supplement to the “Verzeichnis von Ghettos,
Zwangsarbeitslagern und Konzentrationslagern,” August 1,
1953, presented by the Oberregierungsrat Dr. Ungerer,
Miinchen , on January 1, 1954.
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4. GKBZHwP, Rada Ochrony Pomnikéw Walki i Mg-
czenistwa, Obozy bitlerowskie na ziemiach polskich 1939—1945; in-
formator encyklopedycznmy (Warsaw, 1979), 2719, p. 318.

5. Edward Kossoy, Handbuch zum Bundesentschidigungsge-
setz (BEG), Law & Notarial-Offices Apelbom (Munich, 1956),
p. 166.

6. GKBZHwP, Obozy hitlerowskie na ziemiach polskich 1939—
1945, q 2719, p. 318.

7. ITS, Call number Documents M3 Mielec, Statement of
the former prisoners Fried. Sz.

8.ITS, Call number M3 Mielec, note regarding investiga-
tions into the dead at the Mielec camp, filed by the former
prisoner St. Sy.

OLCZA [aka ZAKOPANE,
ZAKOPANE-OLCZA]

Zakopane lies 90 kilometers (56 miles) to the south of Krakéw
(Krakau). Between 1943 and the spring of 1944, in nearby
Olcza a subcamp of the Krakau-Plaszow concentration camp

was in operation.

At the beginning of the 1940s, a hydroelectricity power
station was constructed in Olcza. The construction workers
were initially members of the Géralska Stuzba Ojczyznie (Pol-
ish Highlanders’ Homeland Service). This service was similar
to the Reich Labor Service (RAD) and comprised the Polish
national minority, the Goralen (Polish Highlanders), who
were regarded by the Germans as a separate “race.” Some of
the Goralen people were classified as Group III of the Ger-
man national list (Volksliste).

These workers were replaced at the beginning of 1943 by
around 150 male Jewish prisoners from the SS labor camp in
Krakau-Plaszow. When this camp was converted into a con-
centration camp, Olcza became a subcamp of the Krakau-
Plaszow concentration camp.

The prisoners were accommodated in the Villa Prymutka.
According to Obozy hitlerowskie na ziemiach polskich, around 10
prisoners died during the camp’s existence. The camp was
dissolved in the spring of 1944 due to the approaching front.

SOURCES The history of the Krakau-Plaszow Olcza subcamp
near Zakopane is largely unresearched, which in part is a fac-
tor of the short life of the camp and the relatively small num-
ber of prisoners in the camp. J6zef Marszalek provided a short
description of the camp in Obozy pracy w Generalnym Guber-
natorstwie w latach 1939-1945 (Lublin: Paristwowe Muzeum
na Majdanku, 1998), p. 53; and in Czestaw Pilichowski et al.,
eds, Obozy hitlerowskie na ziemiach polskich 1939—1945: informa-
tor encyklopedyczny (Warsaw: Paristwowe Wydawnictwo Nau-
kowe, 1979), p. 481, entry 5609. Information on the history of
the Jews in Zakopane (including Olcza) under the German
occupation is to be found in Pinkas bakebillot Polin: entsik-
lopedyah shel ba-yishuvim ba-Yebudiyim le-min bivasdam ve-ad
le-abar Sho'at Milbemet bha-‘olam ha-sheniyab (Jerusalem: YV,
1984), pp. 144-146. There is some information on the history
of the Goralen as a national minority under the German oc-
cupation at wwwl.ipn.gov.pl/download.php?s=1&id=3874
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(Biuletyn IPN/October 2001, “To jestsprawa czlowieczeristwa,”
p. 5). This subcamp is listed in I'TS, Vorliufiges Verzeichnis der
Konzentrationslager und deren Aussenkommandos sowie anderer
Haftstitten unter dem Reichsfiihrer-SS in Deutschland und be-
setzten Gebieten, 2 vols. (Arolsen, 1969), 1:166; and in “Ver-
zeichnisder Konzentrationslagerundihrer Aussenkommandos
gemiss § 42 Abs. 2 BEG,” BGBI. (1977), Teil 1, p. 1851.
There are few original sources on the subcamp. The camp
is listed in the material of the GKBZHwP, Signatur Zh
111/31/35/68, obozy pracy, wojewédztwo krakowskie, p. 34.
Evelyn Zegenhagen
trans. Stephen Pallavicini

WIELICZKA

The Wieliczka subcamp of the Krakau-Plaszow concentra-
tion camp is closely connected with the underground pro-
duction of Heinkel aircraft at the end of the war. The
production site was the salt mines at Wieliczka about 10 kilo-
meters (6.2 miles) to the southeast of Krakéw (Krakau). It
is a site of world cultural significance due to its geological
uniqueness and because for hundreds of years it operated as a
salt mine.

Heinkel established in the early 1940s a number of aircraft
production sites in Poland, for example, at Mielec and Budzyn.
Production of the He 111 and He 177 aircraft intensified in
the spring of 1943. In the Mielec camp, work was done by
people who had either no or limited qualifications, that is, by
forced laborers including many Funaks, or unskilled non-
Jewish Poles. In the spring of 1942, 2,000 Jews from Krakau-
Plaszow were brought to Mielec. A camp for Jews (Fudenlager)
was established at the factory. In addition to the Jews of Polish
nationality, there were also Hungarian Jews from the Ausch-
witz concentration camp in Mielec. At the beginning of July
1944, they were deported first to Krakau-Plaszow and from
there to the Wieliczka mine, where Heinkel continued its
production.

A second Heinkel production site was at Budzyn near
Krasiik. This forced labor camp was established in the au-
tumn of 1943 by the SS and was administered from October
1943 by the Lublin-Majdanek concentration camp. According
to historian Jézef Marszalek, who cites a report by the Polish
Home Army (Armia Krajowa, AK), from the middle of March
1944, there was a camp in Mielec with 2,457 Jewish prisoners,
which included 319 women. The prisoners were of German
and Polish (Jewish) origin. Among the men there were at least
800 engineers and technicians. In May 1944, the relocation of
this camp began due to the rapid advance of the Eastern Front
and the fear that the production facilities would be bombed.
The prisoners at the Budzyni camp were deported to Maj-
danek and to the camps at Skrzysko, Starachowice, and
Wieliczka. The final group of prisoners deported, 450, were
deported to Germany. Morris Wyszogrod, a survivor of the
Wieliczka camp, stated that he arrived in May 1944 in Wieli-
czka in a transport from Budzyn that included about 900 prison-
ers. The transport was relatively bearable, with about 40 to 50
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872 KRAKAU-PLASZOW

prisoners in each railway car. For the journey, the prisoners
were given straw as bedding as well as bread, cheese, and wa-
ter. There were already 2,000 prisoners in the camp when
they arrived. With the arrival of the new transport, there
were about 2,900 prisoners in the camp. According to Wyszo-
grod, after the prisoners arrived at the camp, they went
through the usual procedures: they were deloused, cautioned,
and threatened. The prisoners’ hair was shaved in stripes (so-
called lice streets), and the letters KL were tattooed on their
wrists. The tattooing was done by the camp doctor, Dr. Mos-
bach, and a German soldier. All the prisoners were given
strips of cloth with prisoner numbers, which they had to sew
onto their clothes.

In May 1944, the Jews deported from Mielec and Budzyn
began to assemble the production facilities in Wieliczka. The
prisoners had to construct the barracks in the camp, the
barbed-wire fence, and guard towers. According to survivors,
the prisoners lived in small, dilapidated houses (others say
barracks), with two-tiered beds. Wyszogrod stated that an SS
officer, Schragner, was the camp leader (Lagerfiihrer). The
camp was situated on the edge of Wieliczka, and on one side
there was an open field. According to Obozy hitlerowskie, the
camp was located in the Krélowa Kinga Park directly adjacent
to the salt mine. On the other hand, Wyszogrod stated that
the prisoners had to walk 2 kilometers (1.2 miles) before they
went into a large basket that was lowered several hundred feet
into the mine.

The salt supplies that gave Wieliczka its existence contin-
ued to be mined by Polish workers during the period of the
concentration camp. Wyszogord described the difficult con-
ditions in the mine and the devastating effects on the mal-
nourished and poorly clothed prisoners: the tunnels with
their chasms and underground lakes were a dangerous place
for the weakened prisoners, who staggered around the dan-
gerous work site. The air was cold and damp, and salt water
dripped from the ceilings and the walls. According to Polish
historians, the total number of prisoners in the Wieliczka
camp was around 6,000. Included in this number are the
women, who probably had their own camp, working mainly
in the kitchens and as cleaners.

Armaments production in Wieliczka lasted only for a few
months: in September 1944, production ceased, and the camp
was abandoned. The reason was the advance of the Soviet
Army as well as the high humidity and the salty air in the
mine. Machines and tools were dismantled and transported to
Germany. The Wieliczka prisoners were initially sent to
Plaszow. From there, they were taken to Gross-Rosen and
Flossenbiirg.

SOURCES A short description of the Wieliczka camp as well
as its precursor camps in Mielec and Budzyn is provided by
Jozet Marszatek in Obozy pracy w Generalnym Gubernatorstwie
w latach 1939-1945 (Lublin: Paistwowe Muzeum na Maj-
danku, 1998), pp. 101-103. Marszatek provided detailed
sources on the history of the three camps. Czestaw Pili-
chowski et al., eds., Obozy hitlerowskie na ziemiach polskich
1939-1945: informator encyklopedyczny (Warsaw: Pafstwowe
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Wydawnictwo Naukowe, 1979), refer to the Wieliczka camp
as entry 5302 at p. 560. Information on the history of Jewish
life in Wieliczka can be obtained from the following: Shmuel
Meiri, ed., Kebilat Wieliczka; sefer zikaron (Tel Aviv: Wielic-
zka Association in Israel, 1980); and Abraham Wein and
Aharon Weiss, eds., Pinkas bakebillot Polin: entsiklopedyah shel
ba-yishuvim ha-Yebudiyim le-min bivasdam ve-‘ad le-abar Sho’at
Milhemet ha-‘olam ba-sheniyah (Jerusalem: YV, 1984), pp.
131-136. This subcamp is listed in I'TS, Vorliufiges Verzeich-
nis der Konzentrationslager und deren Aussenkommandos sowie
anderer Haftstatten unter dem Reichsfiihrer-SS in Deutschland
und besetzten Gebieten, 2 vols. (Arolsen, 1969), 1:166; and in
“Verzeichnis der Konzentrationslager und ihrer Aussenkom-
mandos gemiss § 42 Abs. 2 BEG,” BGBI. (1977), Teil 1, p.
1849.

The AZIH holds several statements of survivors of the
Wieliczka camp under the collections Wspomnienia 2352, as
well as Pamietniki 1018, 1166, and 5266. Other documents on
Wieliczka are to be found in the following archives: IPN,
Signatur 48, Karte 107; Bestand “Bd” Signatur 4362, Bestand
“Z,” Signatur 924; Najwyzszy Trybunat Narodowy, Signatur
327, k. 6-7, Signatur 326, p. 150; AIZ, Dokument V 26, vol. 4,
p. 96; and GKBZHwP, Signatur Zh III/31/35/68, obozy
pracy, wojewddztwo krakowskie, pp. 82-84. There are several
survivors’ accounts on the camp, including that by Morris
Wyszogrod, An Artist in the Death Camps (New York: State
University of New York Press, 1999), where reference is made
to Wieliczka at pp. 183-187.

Evelyn Zegenhagen
trans. Stephen Pallavicini

ZABLOCIE

Although very little and only incomplete source material ex-
ists on the outside detail Zabtocie of the Krakau-Plaszow
concentration camp, the name Zablocie (Polish; Zabtocie) has
become well known since the film Schindler’s List appeared in
1993. The movie is a strong portrayal of the suffering of many
prisoners and shows the chronology of the persecution of a
group of Jewish prisoners in the Krakéw area—including a
detailed account on their imprisonment in the Zabtocie de-
tachment. The film reveals the contradictions of people being
subject to forced labor by the National Socialist regime, which
at the same time provided a chance for survival. For many, the
suffering began in the ghetto Krakau-Podgorze, which was
located in the city of Krakéw.

At that time, many inmates were already forced to walk to
and from work in Zablocie every day. This continued after
their transfer to the forced labor camp for Jews, Krakau-
Plaszow, which was a little further to the east.

As the prisoners were often late for work, Oskar Schindler
negotiated with the SS authorities to get permission to estab-
lish a camp in the vicinity of their work. He was supported by
other employers who also used Jews from the camp at Krakau-
Plaszow. After permission was granted, the Jewish forced la-
bor camp in Zabtocie was opened in the spring of 1943.

On January 11, 1944, simultaneously with the transforma-
tion of the Jewish forced labor camp Krakau-Plaszow into an
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independent concentration camp, the Zablocie outside detail
became its subcamp. The outside detail was located at 4 ulica
Lipowa, in an industrial area in the southern district of Kra-
kéw. It exclusively contained Jewish men and women of Polish
nationality. According to statements in the novel Schindler’s
List, the prisoners were guarded by the SS.!

The majority of the prisoners in Zablocie worked at Oskar
Schindler’s firm Deutsche Emailwarenfabrik—Email- und
Metallwaren aller Art (German Enamel Factory—Enamel
and Metal Wares of All Types, DEF). The prisoners worked
not only in the enamel factory but also in the munitions fac-
tory that was also established there. They worked in three
shifts.

The prisoners were accommodated in barracks on
Schindler’s factory grounds. Altogether there were between
1,000 and 1,200 prisoners.

When questioned, the prisoners replied that they worked
in a munitions factory, knowing full well that this was an es-
sential war activity; this provided a certain degree of protec-
tion from deportation. In addition, the prisoners were used as
forced labor by the Neue Kiihler- und Flugzeugteile-Fabriken
(NKF)—Kurt Hodermann—Spezialfabriken  fiir  die
Flugzeugindustrie—Werk Krakau GmbH (New Cooling and
Airplane Parts Factory—Kurt Hodermann—Special Facto-
ries for the Aircraft Industry—Factory Krakau Ltd), 9 ulica
Romanowicza,? and at the crate factory, Kithnpast.?

There were also men imprisoned in the outside details
who had previously, from the late summer of 1943 on, worked
in the so-called Siemens detachment. Their task was also of
service to the war industry. They had to construct a new
building for punching machines for Schindler’s firm. The
prisoners, who supposedly numbered between 200 and 300,
were required to excavate, pour foundations, and erect the
side walls.* After the war, many prisoners remembered an ac-
cident in which a young Jewish prisoner was buried during
the first excavation work. According to a report of the Com-
pensation Trust, the “Stanzhalle” was finished except for the
roof. Electrical installations had begun as well as the installa-
tion of a few machines.

Personnel files of concentration camps to which former
prisoners of the Zablocie subcamp were transferred to, as well
as statements made by liberated prisoners after the war, refer
to the following trades in the camp: metalworker trainee,
metal processing worker trainee, office worker, laborer, auto-
motive welder, female accountant, wood turner, lathe opera-
tor, iron worker, homemaker, woodworker, skilled builder,
salesman, plumber, engine assembler, machinist, pharmacist
(female), nurse, locksmith, apprentice locksmith, tailor (male
and female), grade school pupil, university student, metal
presser, and skilled textile worker.

The approaching front line caused the evacuation of
Zablocie to begin in the summer of 1944. The evacuation was
complete in October 1944. The prisoners who worked for the
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NKF and the crate factory were transferred back to the
Krakau-Plaszow concentration camp, together with prisoners
who had also worked at Schindler’s DEF.

At the same time, one or two U.S. airplanes were shot down
and crashed at Zablocie. As a result, a few barracks burned
down completely; however, they were not occupied because
the evacuation had already begun. As a result, the remaining
prisoners were transferred back to the Krakau-Plaszow con-
centration camp, as were most of the prisoners prior to the
evacuation. This resulted in the complete liquidation of the
subcamp, since the prisoners kept walking daily to and from
Zablocie only for a short time. They had to load machines that
were to be transported to the Briinnlitz detachment.’

From Krakau-Plaszow, the prisoners were deported to
various concentration camps. The female prisoners were sent
to Auschwitz, among other concentration camps, and the
males were sent to Gross-Rosen. Thanks to Schindler’s inter-
vention, these prisoners were transferred from Auschwitz and
Gross-Rosen to the outside detail at Briinnlitz, which was
administered by Gross-Rosen. They worked in his newly es-
tablished company in Briinnlitz until they were liberated.

Other prisoners, for instance, were transferred to the Flos-
senbiirg and Mauthausen concentration camps.

SOURCES There is no history of the Zabtocie subcamp of
Krakau-Plaszow apart from the historical novel by Thomas
Keneally, Schindler’s List (Munich: Goldmann Verlag, 1994).
Due to the lack of sources, most knowledge on the Krakau-
Plaszow concentration camp Zablocie subcamp is derived
from the interim report on Siemens-Plaszow by the Compen-
sation Treuhand GmbH, New York, dated February 4, 1965.
This report is based on statements made by former prisoners.
Statements by former victims of persecution, which are to be
found at ITS, have provided additional information. They
have been valuably complemented by the evaluation of per-
sonnel files, particularly of prisoners who were transferred to
Briinnlitz. Two letters to the SSPF Lublin dated March 9,
1943, provide documentary evidence of the work deployment.
Because of the lack of primary sources, two collection vouch-
ers dated March 9, 1943, were used to provide details about
the firms’ headquarters. They were issued by the DEF as well
as the NKF.
Charles-Claude Biedermann
trans. Stephen Pallavicini

NOTES

1. Thomas Keneally, Schindler’s List (Munich: Goldmann
Verlag, 1994), p. 169.

2. ITS, Call number: Technical Document M 3 Zablocie,
Statements by former prisoners.

3. Interim Report Siemens-Plaszow by the Compensation
Trust GmbH, U.S. Advisory Board, New York, dated February
4, 1965 (I'TS call number: Documents M 3 Zablocie), p. 2

4. Ibid., p. 3.

5. Keneally, Schindler’s List, pp. 232, 329.
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LUBLIN

Post-liberation view of Lublin-Majdanek concentration camp’s Field Ill section.
USHMM WS #50519, COURTESY OF IPN
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LUBLIN MAIN CAMP [aka MAJDANEK]

Majdanek was the “other Auschwitz,” the only other SS-
Business Administration Main Office (WVHA) concentra-
tion camp that engaged in the mass murder of Jews by means
of poison gas. The 1941 decision to construct a major concen-
tration camp outside the Reich in the Polish city of Lublin
was an integral part of Heinrich Himmler’s plans to make
Lublin the center of an SS military-industrial complex, where
SS-owned industries using SS-controlled slave laborers would
produce supplies for SS forces in the East. On July 20-21,
1941, Himmler charged SS and Police Leader (SSPF) Lublin
Odilo Globocnik to build a concentration camp for 25,000 to
50,000 prisoners.

To evade the Lublin civilian authorities’ opposition to a con-
centration camp, the SS announced it would build a prisoner-
of-war (POW) camp there. Officially designated Waffen-SS

43

Prisoner of War Camp (Kriegsgefangenenlager der Waffen-SS)
Lublin, the camp derived its Polish (and more widely known)
name from its location in the Majdan Tatarski suburb. Eventu-
ally the camp consisted of five compounds or “fields,” with a
capacity for 25,000 prisoners, with one more compound still
under construction when the camp was liberated.

Although designated a POW camp, Majdanek was always
subordinate to the Inspectorate of Concentration Camps
(IKL) and adopted the same organization and regulations as
all other concentration camps. On February 16, 1943, Maj-
danek’s official designation changed to Lublin concentration
camp (Konzentrationslager Lublin).

Himmler’s special plans for Lublin and the peculiar tasks
he assigned to Globocnik caused Majdanek to be more heavily
influenced by the SSPF and more intimately involved in the

Aerial reconnaissance photograph of Lublin-Majdanek concentration camp, 1843-1944.

USHMM WS #89983, COURTESY OF NARA
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activities of the SS and police than was generally the case
with other camps. For example, the Order Police (Orpo) and
the Security Police (Sipo) each administered a special section
within Majdanek, and in pursuing Himmler’s plan for Ger-
manizing the Lublin District, Globocnik sent the Polish fam-
ilies he displaced to Majdanek for eventual shipment to the
Reich for forced labor.

Globocnik’s greatest influence over Majdanek, however,
came from his leadership of Operation Reinhard, the pro-
gram to implement the “Final Solution” in the General Gov-
ernment. Globocnik used Majdanek to realize three of the
operation’s goals: exploiting Jewish workers, utilizing Jewish
assets, and murdering Jews. Majdanek’s principal role in the
operation was to concentrate Jews who had been temporarily
spared extermination to work for the SS. The camp’s gassing
facilities served primarily to dispose of the overflow from the
other Reinhard killing centers, Belzec, Sobibér, and Tre-
blinka.

Between April 29, 1942, and November 3, 1943, Jews con-
stituted the overwhelming majority of prisoners registered at
Majdanek. Research indicates that the SS deported between
74,000 and 90,000 Jews to the Majdanek main camp. At least
56,500 of these people were Polish Jews: 26,000 were from the
Lublin District; 20,000 were from the Warsaw ghetto; 6,500
were from the Bialystok ghetto; and roughly 4,000 were de-
ported between November 1943 and May 1944 from other
labor camps. At least 17,500 came from other European coun-
tries: 8,500 from Slovakia; 3,000 from Bohemia and Moravia;
3,000 from Germany and Austria; 2,000 from France, the
Netherlands, and Greece; and 1,000 Jews from countries
other than Poland, transferred to Majdanek after November
3, 1943.

Poles represented the largest minority in the camp. In
mid-October 1942, out of a total of 9,519 registered prisoners
in the camp, 7,468 were Jews (78.45 percent) and 1,884 were
non-Jewish Poles (19.79 percent). In August 1943, there were
16,206 prisoners in the main camp: 9,105 were Jews (56.18
percent); and 3,893 (24.02 percent) were Poles. Other prison-
ers at Majdanek included Germans, Austrians, Czechs, Ukrai-
nians, Soviet POWs, Soviet civilians, and a handful of others.

Majdanek also frequently served as a transit camp or a
temporary stop for Polish and Soviet civilians being deported
to the Reich for forced labor or being held temporarily after
the Germans removed them as undesirables in a resettlement
project. During the summer of 1943, for example, transports
of victims of “pacification” operations in Russia, Galicia, and
Belarus, along with Polish political prisoners and Jews,
brought Majdanek’s prisoner population to 23,000, making it
the third-largest of the concentration camps, behind Ausch-
witz and Sachsenhausen.

In October 1942, on Himmler’s orders, Majdanek opened
a women’s camp, whose population reached 7,800 in mid-
1943. Although Himmler’s January 1943 order that Majdanek
establish a camp for children was ultimately rescinded, in-
fants and children accounted for 6.2 percent of the camp’s
total identifiable population.
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After the Operation Harvest Festival (Aktion Erntefest)
killings of November 3, 1943, Majdanek no longer had a ma-
jority of Jews among its prisoners. At the end of 1943, of 6,562
prisoners registered at Majdanek, approximately 71 were Jews.
In mid-March 1944, as surviving Jews from various subcamps
of Majdanek were brought to the main camp for eventual
evacuation west to Auschwitz and other concentration camps
in the Reich, 834 Jews were imprisoned in Majdanek. Some
were killed in the gas chambers between March and July
1944; the SS transferred the rest to Auschwitz and Krakau-
Plaszow.

After Majdanek was almost completely evacuated in April
1944, the German army opened a camp for Poles conscripted
to build fortifications. Last-ditch pacification operations
brought more peasant families into the camp in June. Maj-
danek was finally evacuated on July 22, 1944. When Soviet
troops arrived the next day, they found 500 disabled Soviet
POWs and more than 1,000 recently seized peasants.

Majdanek’s SS leaders fostered corruption and sadism
among the staff and guards. The first three commandants
were “old school” managers from the prewar camp system:
Karl Otto Koch (October 1941 to August 1942) had been
commandant of Buchenwald; Max Koegel (August to October
1942) had commanded Ravensbriick; and Hermann Florstedt
(October 1942 to September 1943) had been Buchenwald’s
Schutzhaftlagerfithrer. The SS executed Koch and Florstedt
for corruption in 1945. Only Martin Weiss (September 1943
to May 1944) adopted the “practical” wartime SS manage-
ment philosophy by modestly improving working conditions.
Majdanek’s last commandant, Artur Liebehenschel, had pre-
viously overseen Auschwitz.

Koch’s deputy at Buchenwald, Hermann Hackmann, was
Majdanek’s first Schutzhaftlagerfiithrer. The SS commuted
his death sentence for corruption. Arnold Strippel, Majdanek’s
first Rapportfiihrer and last Schutzhaftlagerfithrer, had also
served at Buchenwald. Schutzhaftlagerfithrer Anton Thu-
mann (1943-1944), infamous for extreme cruelty, had previ-
ously served at Dachau, Auschwitz, and Gross-Rosen. The
women’s camp was guarded by female SS guards from Ra-
vensbriick, led by SS-Oberaufseherin Elsa Ehrich and her
deputy Hermine Braunsteiner.

Majdanek’s SS-Death’s Head Guard Battalion, the SS-
Totenkopfsturmbann KL Lublin, consisted largely of eth-
nic Germans recruited primarily from Yugoslavia and
Romania. By late 1943, it had five companies and a canine
unit, but its manpower was never adequate to guard the
camp alone. For a year from November 1941, the 2nd Lithu-
anian Schutzmannschaft Battalion of Kaunas reinforced it,
followed by two companies of SS auxiliaries from Trawniki and
then by the 252nd Lithuanian Schutzmannschaft Battalion.

There were at least 270 labor details at Majdanek, many
employed in maintaining the camp and its farm, vegetable
gardens, and greenhouses. Majdanek’s intended purpose,
however, was to supply prisoners for SS-owned workshops
and enterprises. In 1942, the prisoners built the Old Airfield
(Alter Flughafen) forced labor camp across the road from
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Forced labor at Lublin-Majdanek.
USHMM WS #04394, COURTESY OF NARA

Majdanek, where the SS-Bekleidungswerk (Clothing Works)
employed both Majdanek prisoners and Jewish forced labor-
ers to sort and process clothing looted in Operation Rein-
hard. The Deutsche Ausriistungswerke (German Equipment
Works, DAW) opened workshops that employed Majdanek
prisoners in such enterprises as repairing uniforms, making
furniture, and converting gas engines to burn charcoal. Maj-
danek also supplied laborers to various formations of the SS,
Waffen-SS, and police in Lublin.

In March 1943, Globocnik and the WVHA founded Ost-
industrie GmbH (Eastern Industries, Ltd., Osti) as a joint
venture to run existing and planned enterprises employing
Jews in forced labor camps and to exploit formerly Jewish-
owned assets. Majdanek prisoners worked in Osti enterprises
at both the Old Airfield camp and at Majdanek by, inter alia,
reconditioning aircraft parts, manufacturing brushes, and
building an iron works with materials from the Warsaw and
Biatystok ghettos.

Lacking “productive” jobs, some Majdanek inmates were
forced to perform tasks with little or no purpose other than
inflicting suffering, such as moving and breaking up stones.
The official workday lasted from 6:00 A.M. to 6:00 P.M. be-
tween April and November; otherwise, from 6:30 A.M. to 3:30
P.M. Prisoners often had to work within the camp in the eve-
nings as well.

On September 7, 1943, the WVHA announced that it
would take over the SSPF Lublin’s labor camps, which would
all become subcamps of Majdanek. On paper at least, Maj-
danek became a far-flung camp complex in which more than
45,000 Jews and tens of thousands of other prisoners labored
to feed, clothe, house, and arm the SS in such enterprises as
textile works, a sawmill, brickworks, peat processing, and mu-
nitions plants.

This empire collapsed on November 3—4, 1943, when Op-
eration Harvest Festival wiped out most of the Jews in Lublin.
SS enterprises that were dependent upon Jewish laborers shut
down, although a few at Majdanek and the Old Airfield camp
continued operating with non-Jewish prisoners. Majdanek
did acquire new subcamps in January 1944: the remaining

ENCYCLOPEDIA OF CAMPS AND GHETTOS, 1933-1945

‘ ‘ 34249_u11_B.indd 878

Jewish forced labor camps at Blizyn, Budzyn, and Radom, as
well as Warsaw (until April 1944) and the reactivated Lipowa
Street camp. Osti was dissolved in early 1944, however, and
most of Majdanek’s able-bodied prisoners were sent else-
where.

Three factors favored resistance activities at Majdanek,
particularly from 1943: (1) the proximity of a large city; (2)
the employment of civilian contractors on some projects
within the camp; and (3) the influx of Polish political prisoners.
Nearly every Polish political party and resistance group had an
organized presence within the camp. Civilian contractors car-
ried messages back and forth, so the Polish government-in-
exile could stay informed about conditions. Resistance groups
even planned an uprising at the end of 1943 but had to give it
up in view of the massive SS presence in and around Lublin.

Escapes were most frequent in 1942, while the camp was
still under construction. More than 100 Soviet POWs es-
caped as a result of several mass attempts that year. Several
dozen Jews and Poles also succeeded in escaping during the
camp’s existence, fleeing singly or in small groups, often tak-
ing advantage of opportunities offered by outside work de-
tails.

The SS destroyed most of Majdanek’s records before evac-
uating the camp, so figures for arrivals or deaths are only es-
timates. The accepted minimum number of registered
prisoners is 240,000 to 250,000, but that does not include
those who were killed immediately, nor does it reflect the lat-
est research. Estimates of the number who died in Majdanek
range from 80,000 to 110,000 for the main camp and another
15,000 to 20,000 in the subcamps.

Considering that in less than three years some 250,000
prisoners passed though a camp with a prisoner capacity of
25,000 and an actual population that seldom exceeded 15,000,
it is clear that prisoners either were quickly transferred or
died. Conditions were so catastrophic that they shocked even
experienced prisoners. Inmates suffered from extreme over-

Post-iberation photograph of a turtle sculpture, produced by Majdanek
prisoners on the commandant’s orders; its designer was artist Albin
Maria Boniecki.
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crowding, bad (and scarce) water, inadequate food, and practi-
cally nonexistent sanitary facilities. Epidemics inevitably
resulted from these conditions. Typhus was the most deadly,
and sometimes infected the SS as well. Although the SS killed
prisoners whom they suspected of infection during an out-
break in the summer of 1942, a new epidemic caused the camp
to be quarantined from January to March 1943. A camp “hos-
pital” lacked basic medicine and supplies. Several fields had a
rubbish block (Gammelblock), a barracks surrounded with
barbed wire, where debilitated prisoners were isolated with-
out any care or sustenance. The prisoners were removed peri-
odically and, if still alive, gassed.

In December 1943, Majdanek became a camp for prisoners
who were no longer able to work. As no improvement in med-
ical supplies or care accompanied this change, these prisoners
were simply sent to Majdanek to die.

Fragments from Majdanek’s death books record that in the
autumn of 1942 approximately 25 percent of the camp’s popu-
lation died each month. In August 1943, the WVHA listed
Majdanek with the highest mortality rate of all the camps:
7.67 percent for men and 4.41 percent for women. The camp’s
first crematorium could cremate 200 corpses a day, which
quickly proved inadequate. Even after a new crematorium
opened in the autumn of 1943 that could incinerate 1,000 bod-
ies a day, corpses continued to be burned on pyres. The ashes
were spread on the camp’s farm.

Numerous Majdanek prisoners died at the hands of the
camp’s staff, guards, or prisoner-functionaries, many of the
latter professional criminals from the Reich. But systematic
murder claimed vastly more victims. From its inception, Maj-
danek was an execution site to which Poles and Jews were
brought to be shot in pits behind Field V or in the nearby
Krepiec Forest. Prisoners were also hanged or clubbed to
death or dispatched with lethal injections.

Gassing probably claimed the largest portion of Maj-
danek’s murder victims. The three gas chambers known to
have operated at Majdanek were constructed in late 1942 and
1943 next to the bathing barracks across from Field I. The
two smaller chambers could hold 150 people, the larger one
300. All three used Zyklon B and at least two could also use
carbon monoxide.

After the first gas chamber became operational in the au-
tumn of 1942, the SS began selecting the elderly, children,
and mothers of young children from newly arriving trans-
ports of Jews. They often waited, sometimes for days without
food or water, in the barbed-wire enclosed “Rose Garden”
north of the gassing facility, before being gassed. Selections
were also regularly conducted within the camp to send debili-
tated Jewish prisoners to the gas chambers. Some non-Jews
too ill to work were probably also gassed.

The gas chambers ceased operating at Majdanek sometime
in late 1943. Some scholars estimate that 50,000 victims were
gassed at Majdanek, but this number may be revised. Wit-
nesses and historians agree that the majority of Majdanek’s
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gassing victims were murdered in 1943. A recently discovered
British intercept of a January 11, 1943, SS radio transmission
communicating a “fortnightly report” of Operation Reinhard
reveals that 24,733 Jews had been “resettled” (i.e., killed) at
Majdanek under Operation Reinhard in 1942, 12,761 of them
in the last two weeks of December. As Majdanek may have
had only two operational gas chambers at that time, it is pos-
sible that many of the Jews killed in that last month were shot
rather than gassed. Nevertheless, the apparent fact that nearly
25,000 Operation Reinhard victims were murdered at Maj-
danek in 1942 alone suggests that Majdanek’s role in the “Fi-
nal Solution” may have been larger than most historians have
heretofore assumed.

Shooting was also used to dispose of the 10,000 Polish
prisoners brought to Majdanek in “death transports” from
Polish prisons between December 1943 and March 1944. Af-
ter the gassings ceased, the prisoners selected for death be-
cause they could no longer work were shot in the crematorium.
Shootings continued into Majdanek’s last days: 1,350 inmates
of Lublin’s castle prison were shot at Majdanek on July 20 and
21, 1944.

Majdanek was the first concentration camp to be liberated,
in late July 1944, and newsreels and photos from the camp—
particularly of the mountain of shoes found there—caused an
international sensation. A handful of low-level SS camp offi-
cials and Kapos seized at the camp were tried and executed in
the autumn of 1944. A number of Majdanek’s leading SS offi-
cials were also tried after the war, but few for their activities
at Majdanek. All three commandants who survived the war
were condemned to death, Weiss for crimes at Dachau, Koe-
gel for Ravensbriick, Liebehenschel for Auschwitz. The only
postwar trial to deal at length with crimes at Majdanek was
held in Diisseldorf in the 1970s. Among the defendants con-
victed were Schutzhaftlagerfithrer Hackmann and Hermine
Braunsteiner, whom the U.S. extradited.

SOURCES The following are some of the most informative
published sources on Majdanek: Barbara Schwindt, Das
Konzentrations- und Vernichtungslager Majdanek: Funktions-
wandel im Kontext der “Endlosung” (Wiirzburg: Kénighausen
& Neumann, 2005); Tomasz Kranz, “Eksterminacja Zydéw
na Majdanku i rola obozu w realizacji ‘Akcji Reinhardt,’”
ZeMa 22 (2005): 7-55; Kranz, “Ewidencja zgonéw i
$miertelnos¢ wigzniéw KL Lublin,” ZeMa 23 (2005): 7-51;
Zofia Leszczyriska, “Transporty i stany liczbowe obozu,” in
Majdanek, 1941-1944, ed. Tadeusz Mencel (Lublin: Wydawn.
Lubelskie, 1991); Czestaw Rajca, “Problem liczby ofiar w
obozie na Majdanku,” ZeMa 14 (1992): 127-131.

Archival records may be found in USHMMA (including
in the recently released records of the I'TS); NARA; APMM;
IPN; APL; and the Proceedings against Hermann Hackmann, et
al. in Disseldorf, probably in the NWHStA-(D); and various
proceedings held in the BA-L relating to the city of Lublin
and Lublin District.

Elizabeth White
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BLIZYN ’

Blizyn (German: Blizyn) is located about 40 kilometers (24.8
miles) southwest of Radom. The forced labor camp for Jews
(ZALf]) in Blizyn was officially established on March 8, 1943.
At that time, it was subordinated to the SS and Police Leader
(SSPF) in Radom, SS-Standartenfiihrer Dr. Herbert Bottcher,
and viewed as a subcamp of the Jewish forced labor camp in
Radom. The main company employing prisoners from the
Blizyn labor camp was the SS holding company Ostindustrie
GmbH (Osti). The company paid the SS a rate of 3.70 zloty
per day for prisoner labor. Once the prisoners were withdrawn,
the armaments factory in Blizyn was sold to the Deutsche Aus-
ristungswerke GmbH (German Equipment Works, DAW),
and the quarry in Blizyn was sold to the Deutsche Erd- und
Steinwerke GmbH (German Earth and Stone Works, DESt),
both at book values determined by Osti.!

Apparently the camp had been used previously to house
Soviet prisoners of war (POWs), and some bodies were bur-
ied around the campsite. This contributed to the serious rat
infestation in the camp, which plagued the prisoners. From
the spring until the summer of 1943, various groups of Jews
were transferred to the Blizyn forced labor camp, including
Jews from Radom, Kielce, Czestochowa, Piotrkéw Trybu-
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1943, another group of Jewish prisoners arrived from the
Biatystok ghetto via Majdanek. Among this group were a few
doctors and also a number of Jewish women with bandaged
wrists, who had tried to commit suicide when they thought
that they would be gassed at Treblinka.? In late 1943 or early
1944, those children (aged 10 to 12) who had survived in
the camp until then were taken away and presumably mur-
dered.?

The camp consisted of roughly 5,000 or six 6,000 prison-
ers comprising both men and women. The prisoners’ living
compound was composed of a number barracks, with the fe-
male and male barracks strictly segregated from each other.
There were also additional barrack buildings for the camp
administration, a kitchen, a hospital, and also a primitive
treatment center (Ambulanz). The camp was surrounded by a
barbed-wire fence, which was lit up by searchlights at night.
Within the camp, the parade ground was also surrounded by
barbed wire. In an adjoining camp, separated from the pris-
oners by the Kamienna River, were the offices and accommo-
dations for the camp personnel. Apart from the guards,
composed of ethnic German and Ukrainian SS men, as well
as German SS, there were also work supervisors, including
some German civilian craftsmen.*
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Every morning and evening there was a roll call during
which the prisoners were counted, and new instructions were
issued. The food supplied to the prisoners was completely in-
adequate. It consisted of only about 170 to 250 grams (6 to 9
ounces) of usually damp bread, as well as a watery vegetable
soup at lunchtime, which sometimes contained a little meat.
Prisoners who worked in the kitchen could acquire a little
extra food and trade it. Others bribed Ukrainian guards who
could even arrange for local inhabitants to throw bread across
the fence. Conditions for workers in the armaments factory
and especially the quarry were arduous. Others worked inside
the camp in various craft sections, as tailors, cobblers, and
carpenters, in 12-hour shifts.’

According to a letter of the SS-Business Administration
Main Office (WVHA), Staff W (Business), dated January 19,
1944, the Blizyn forced labor camp was to become a subcamp
of the Majdanek concentration camp in February.® The offi-
cial transfer took place on February 10, 1944.

The camp commandant from March 1943 until the subor-
dination of the camp to Majdanek was SS-Oberscharfithrer
Paul Nell. One survivor described him as “a terribly sadistic
SS man” who terrorized the prisoners with his vicious dog
Pasha. “At the command of his master this dog tore victims to
pieces.”” Nell also shot prisoners during roll call on several
occasions.

SS-Oberscharfithrer Heller replaced Nell in February
1944. He enjoyed a markedly better reputation among the
surviving prisoners. Under his control as camp commandant,
for example, visits by husbands to their “wives” in the female
barracks were silently tolerated; he also curtailed the arbi-
trary shootings and beatings of prisoners that were custom-
ary in the camp. He even made efforts to improve the food
rations and, in the face of a serious outbreak of typhus, ob-
tained some medical supplies for the Jewish doctors in the
camp.?

Nevertheless, hundreds of prisoners died of typhus, ex-
haustion, and SS brutality during the camp’s existence. The
corpses were buried in a wood close to the camp. The names
of the dead were simply erased from the camp records, and
only the number of fatalities was recorded by the camp ad-
ministration.’

When SS-Unterscharfiihrer Karl Artur Gosberg stood in
as camp commandant for some 10 weeks due to Heller’s ill-
ness (he contracted typhus himself) from April until June
1944, the camp soon relapsed back to its former brutality.
The Jewish camp elder (Lageriltester), a man named Minz-
berg who died after the war in the United States, was some-
times forced to carry out the whippings of prisoners (usually
25 lashes), which occasionally even resulted in death. One fe-
male prisoner was found to have an egg illegally in her posses-
sion. She was given 100 lashes on the orders of Gosberg. She
died about 12 days later from the severely infected wounds.!

Apart from the change of command, the transition to a con-
centration camp entailed certain other changes. Those prison-
ers working outside the camp now received striped uniforms.
In addition, the inclusion of some non-Jews (Poles) in a sepa-
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rate barracks fenced in within the camp may have been related
to this change of status from a Jewish forced labor camp.

Escape attempts were severely punished. For example, the
Ukrainian guards hanged some attempted escapees on the
camp fence. Nevertheless, several escapes were attempted,
some even meeting with success. Before the camp became a
concentration camp, Samuel Gerstenfeld escaped with a small
group, making it successfully across the bridge to the neigh-
boring guards’ camp facility and then fleeing. Another group
escaped with the aid of a tunnel in the first half of 1944, hav-
ing made contact with partisans outside the camp who were
keen that a doctor should escape to join them. Once it was
discovered at roll call that five prisoners were missing, all the
prisoners were held on the parade ground for hours during
the investigation. Prisoners from the block where the escape
took place were severely beaten and placed in the underground
punishment cell for several days.!!

As the front began to approach the Radom area at the end
of July 1944, the Blizyn subcamp was evacuated. Records of
the WVHA indicate that the armaments factory that em-
ployed prisoners from the Blizyn subcamp began to transfer
its equipment into the Reich by rail on July 22, 1944.!2 The
remaining prisoners (1,614 male Jews and 715 female Jews)
were transported in cattle wagons to Auschwitz, where they
arrived on July 31, 1944, and were issued numbers B-1160 to
B-2773 and A-15211 to A-15925, respectively.* The propor-
tion of survivors from the Blizyn subcamp was relatively high.
Survivors mainly thank the commandant, Heller, for helping
to maintain their health, such that most survived the initial
selection on arrival at Auschwitz.

The first commandant of the Jewish forced labor camp in
Blizyn, SS-Oberscharfiithrer Nell, was sentenced to death and
executed by the Polish authorities after the war. SS-
Oberscharfiihrer Heller, who officially commanded the camp
from February until its dissolution in July 1944, was captured
and tried by U.S. authorities. However, after several Jewish
survivors from Blizyn testified in his favor, he was acquitted
and released.'* SS-Unterscharfiithrer Gosberg, who stood in
as camp commandant for about 10 weeks from April to June
1944, was tried by the regional court in Wuppertal in 1961.
He was sentenced to 12 years in prison on May 19, 1961.1%

SOURCES Documentation relating to the Blizyn subcamp,
including a number of testimonies by survivors, can be found
in the following archives: AZIH; BA-BL; BA-L; BA-MA;
IPN; ITS; USHMMA (RG-02.042, Samuel Gerstenfeld
memoir; RG-14.045M, copies of NS 3 from BA-BL); VHEF;
and YVA. A number of published survivor memoirs include
sections dealing with their experiences in the Blizyn camp.
Especially relevant for the later period, when it became sub-
ordinated to the Majdanek concentration camp, are Schraga
Golani, Brennendes Leben: Vom Pabianice und Piotrkéw in Polen
durch die Lager Skarzysko Kamiena, Blizyn, Auschwitz-Birkenau,
Obrdruf bis zur Befreiung in Buchenwald (Konstanz: Hartung-
Gorre, 2004); and Mira Ryczke Kimmelman, Echoes from the
Holocaust: A Memoir (Knoxville: University of Tennessee
Press, 1997). The verdict from the trial of Karl Gosberg in
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Wouppertal, published as Lfd. Nr. 510 in Fustiz wund NS-
Verbrechen (Amsterdam: UPA, 1979), 17:404-416, is also fo-
cused on events in 1944, following the camp’s subordination
to the Majdanek concentration camp. For background on
Osti, see Trials of War Criminals before the Nuernberg Military
Tribunals under Control Council Law No. 10, Nuernberg, October
1946-April 1949 [Green Series], 15 vols. (Washington, DC:
U.S. GPO 1949-1953; reprint, Buffalo, NY: William S. Hein,
1997), 5:512-524.

Martin Dean
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BUDZYN

Budzyn (German: Budzyn) is located about 6 kilometers (3.7
miles) to the northwest of Krasnik. In the mid-1930s, the Pol-
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ish authorities established a military-industrial production
center there. Under German occupation, most of the arms
factories were taken over by the Reichswerke Hermann
Goring, and in 1942, the Heinkel Company opened a factory
for aircraft construction using SS prison labor as well as their
own employees.

The first Heinkel (He) project employing Jewish forced
workers was established in April 1942 in Mielec. Then in June
1942, a proposal was drafted to exploit Budzy1i as the main
center for the relocation of much of its production from Ros-
tock, which had already been hit by Allied bombing. The
Budzyn site offered 55,000 square meters (about 66,000 square
yards) of factory space and adequate housing nearby.! Follow-
ing the visit of Ernst Heinkel in July 1942,2 the company
planned to deploy some 2,100 Polish and Jewish workers in
the factory to produce the Junkers 188 aircraft.’ The first
Jewish forced laborers started work at the Heinkel-Budzyn
factory in November 1942, comprising several hundred Jews
from the liquidated ghetto in Koriskowola and about 150 Jew-
ish prisoners of war (POWs) from the Lipowa 7 camp, who
had been captured while serving in the Polish Army.

The Budzyn forced labor camp, which was initially subor-
dinated to the SS and Police Leader (HSSPF) in Lublin,
QOdilo Globocnik, was located about 4 kilometers (2.5 miles)
from the Heinkel factory. As described by the survivor Mor-
ris Wyszogrod, the main purpose of the camp was to supply
workers for the industrial plants of the German armaments
industry. The most important of these was the Heinkel fac-
tory, which repaired airplane parts. There was also the Or-
ganisation Todt (OT) that repaired tanks and other heavy
equipment and other, smaller operations. The daily march to
these workplaces took about 45 to 60 minutes.*

From the summer of 1942, various groups of Jews were
transferred to the Budzyn camp, including 100 Jewish women
from the Belzyce ghetto and about 500 Jews from the rem-
nant of the Krasnik ghetto.” Others groups arrived subse-
quently from the camps in Goscieradéw, Hrubieszéw, and
Krychéw. The Jews’ living compound was composed of six
barracks similar to those in Majdanek, constructed by the
first prisoners, plus a kitchen barrack and a toilet barrack. It
was surrounded by a barbed-wire fence and four watchtowers
used by Ukrainians trained at Trawniki. Over the gate was a
sign that read: “Jedem das Seine” (To Each His Own). Condi-
tions in the camp were very bad, and the number of prisoners
declined due to disease and SS brutality. In April 1943, ac-
cording to a report of the Armaments Inspectorate of the
Wehrmacht, there were 750 Jews in the Budzyn camp, which
“due to prolonged undernourishment were becoming gener-
ally listless and would have to be replaced by Polish civilian
workers.”®

On May 1, 1943, 807 survivors of the Warsaw Ghetto Up-
rising who had been sent to Majdanek were selected by the
then-commandant of the Budzyn camp, SS-Oberscharfiihrer
Reinhold Feiks, from the Sudetenland. Feiks is described by
most prisoners as having been especially brutal and blood-
thirsty. According to most estimates, following the arrival of
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the Warsaw group, the Budzyn camp had some 3,000 Jewish
prisoners, including several hundred females.”

By the summer of 1943, Air Ministry priorities had
changed, and production of parts for the He 219 in the
Heinkel-Budzyn factory began in October 1943. In Septem-
ber 1943, this facility had some 1,300 Jewish forced workers in
a total workforce of 3,950.

According to a letter of the SS-Business Administration
Main Office (WVHA), on October 22, 1943, the Budzyn
forced labor camp officially became a subcamp of the Maj-
danek concentration camp. This transfer took place just be-
fore Operation Harvest Festival (Aktion Erntefest), on
November 3-4, 1943, during which more than 40,000 of the
50,000 remaining Jewish forced laborers in the Lublin dis-
trict were murdered. The prisoners at Budzyn were fortunate
to be spared, presumably on account of the military signifi-
cance still given to the Heinkel factory.

News of the massacres soon spread via the Ukrainian
guards, blackening the spirits of the prisoners, which had been
raised by news of Soviet advances. Following rumors of a pos-
sible liquidation, a group of prisoners tried to escape a few
weeks later. The Ukrainian guards not only shot those trying
to escape; they also dragged more than 30 other prisoners from
their barracks and murdered them inside the compound.?

The women were housed in a separate barracks, which the
men were not permitted to visit. However, men and women
were able to meet and talk for a few minutes everyday outside
the barracks, and some love affairs flourished. By January
1944, the food rations were so meager that prisoners without
access to extra rations wasted away. “Those who had no more
strength to work were sent to the camp hospital, where they
quickly died.”’

The Budzyn camp was relocated at the end of January
1944 to another newly constructed camp about 3 kilometers
(1.9 miles) away, known as “Barrackenbau,” now much closer
to the Heinkel factory. Here the prisoners also received
striped uniforms and a prisoner number. The transfer took
several days. At the new location, the camp was somewhat
larger and surrounded by an electrified fence.! Several hun-
dred sick and weak prisoners, including many women, were
not transferred but were murdered instead. This relocation
reflected the “official” integration of the camp into the con-
centration camp system and was accompanied by the ap-
pointment of SS-Obersturmfiihrer Josef Leipold as camp
commandant to replace SS-Untersturmfihrer Fritz Tauscher.
Prisoners recall that the daily rations slightly improved at the
new camp, consisting now of a piece of bread with margarine
and soup with even a couple of potatoes in it.!!

Punishment in the form of beatings was administered in
front of all the prisoners on the parade ground. Some useful
prisoners received special privileges, including Morris Wyszo-
grod, who painted artworks for the commandant, and Jakob
Eljowicz, who was the SS portrait photographer. When there
was an escape in February 1944, Wyszogrod was ordered to
draw a plan of the camp, marking the point of escape to ac-
company the official report.!2
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Despite the camp’s formal designation as a concentration
camp, certain cultural privileges were granted by the camp’s
leadership. Just prior to the move in January, the prisoners put
on a humorous show, involving songs and skits.!> Then at
Passover in 1944, thanks to the influence of camp elder (La-
geriltester) Noah Stockman, unleavened bread was baked,
and a Seder ceremony was held.

After the last director of the Heinkel-Budzyn factory con-
ceded in January 1944 that much of his workforce was not
being used to their full capacity, the Armaments Inspectorate
withdrew its resistance to the workforce being deployed else-
where.* As a result, the Heinkel labor force declined by some
50 percent in February 1944. Throughout the spring and
early summer of 1944, there were various selections in the
camp, as weaker prisoners were designated for death and
groups of workers were sent to other camps. Among the des-
tinations of prisoners from Budzyn in this period were the
Heinkel factories in Mielec and Wieliczka and also the Maj-
danek main camp.

The camp was finally evacuated in July 1944 in the face of
the advancing Red Army, with many of the prisoners being
taken initially to Wieliczka and subsequently toward Germany.
The proportion of survivors from the camp was relatively high
compared with other Jewish labor camps in the area.

Josef Leipold, born November 10, 1913, in Altrohlau, the
camp commandant following its relocation in January 1944, was
extradited to Poland by the Americans in 1947. He was tried by
the district court in Lublin and sentenced to death on Novem-
ber 9, 1948. He was executed by shooting on March 8, 1949.

SOURCES There are several pages devoted to the Budzyn
camp in David Silberklang’s dissertation: “The Holocaust in
the Lublin District” (Ph.D. diss., Hebrew University Jerusa-
lem, 2003). This also includes a more comprehensive list of
relevant sources. The article by Lutz Budrass, “ ‘Arbeitskrifte
kénnen aus der reichlich vorhandenen jiidischen Bevolkerung
gewonnen werden’: Das Heinkel-Werk in Budzyni 1942-1944,”
FfW1(2004): 41-64, provides useful information on the de-
cision making that led to the establishment of the Heinkel
works in Budzyn. There is also a short article on the camp in
Polish by B. Wréblewski, “Ob6z w Budzyniu,” ZeMa 5 (1971):
179-189.

A number of accounts by survivors from the Budzyn sub-
camp can be found in the following archives: AZIH (copies
at USHMM); VHF; and YVA. Relevant German documen-
tation can be found in BA-MA and DMM. Some published
testimony is available in The Trial of Adolf Eichmann: Record
of Proceedings in the District Court of Ferusalem, 9 vols. (Jeru-
salem: State of Israel Ministry of Justice, 1992). A number of
published survivor memoirs include sections dealing with
their experiences in the Budzyn camp. Especially relevant
for the later period, when it became subordinated to the
Majdanek concentration camp are Henry Orenstein, I Shall
Live (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1987); Morris
Wyszogrod, A Brush with Death: An Artist in the Death Camps
(Albany: State University of New York Press, 1999); and
Joshua Laks, I Was There, Zaklikow (Tel Aviv: Y. Laks, 2005).

Martin Dean
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Milch, letter of Heinkel to Milch, June 18, 1942.

2. BA-MA, RL 3/1105, pp. 74-82, Visit to the Polish facto-
ries in Budzyn and Baranéw, July 22, 1942, appendix to letter
of Heinkel to Belter (RLM), July 28, 1942.

3. DMM, HeA Berliner Biiro 2, Notes of a meeting, Sep-
tember 24, 1942.

4. Morris Wyszogrod, A Brush with Death: An Artist in the
Death Camps (Albany: State University of New York Press, 1999,
p- 136. This volume also includes sketches drawn by the author
of scenes in the camp prior to its relocation in January 1944.

5. AZIH, 301/647, testimony of Genia Ajdelman from
Belzyce; 301/2221, testimony of Nuchim Rozenel from Kras-
nik.

6. BA-MA, RW 23/1, Ristungsinspektion im General-
gouvernement, Review of Third Quarter, 1942.

7. The Trial of Adolf Eichmann: Record of Proceedings in the
District Court of Jerusalem, 9 vols. (Jerusalem: State of Israel
Ministry of Justice, 1992), 2:1232-1233, testimony of David
Wdowinski; AZIH, 301/1086.

8. Henry Orenstein, I Shall Live (Oxford: Oxford Univer-
sity Press, 1987), pp. 152-155, dates this incident in Novem-
ber; Wyszogrod, A Brush with Death, pp. 172-173, dates it in
January 1944. Other sources date the incident in February.

9. Orenstein, I Shall Live, p. 158.

10. Wyszogrod, A Brush with Death, pp. 173-174; The Trial
of Adolf Eichmann, 2:1235; AZIH, 301/1514, testimony of R6za
Mitelman.

11. Orenstein, I Shall Live, p. 164; Wyszogrod, A Brush
with Death, pp. 173-175.

12. Wyszogrod, A Brush with Death, pp. 175-178.

13. Orenstein, I Shall Live, pp. 162-163.

14. BA-MA, RW 23/4, p. 16, KTB Riistungsinspektion
Generalgouvernement 1/44.

LEMBERG [akA LEMBERG (WEST-
STRASSE), LEMBERG (JANOWSKA]]

The Lemberg subcamp (best known as Lemberg-Janowska)

of the Lublin-Majdanek concentration camp in Galician
Lemberg (Lwéw, Lvov, Lviv) existed for only a few months,
from January to July 1944. It was located at 132-134 Janowska
Strasse, Lemberg. During the Third Reich, the street, which
headed from the northwest of the city in the direction of
Janéw, was called Weststrasse.

A forced labor camp for Jews (ZALf]J) was located at Lem-
berg between the end of 1941 and the autumn of 1943. It held
at least 50,000, but probably between 100,000 and 120,000
people, mostly Polish and Soviet Jews. They were all mur-
dered. Some of them fell victim to the brutal living and work-
ing conditions in this camp, which was under the control of
the SS and Police Leader (SSPF) Galizien, Fritz Katzmann;
many more were murdered at the execution site, adjacent to
the camp, called Der Sand (also, Todestal).

The camp was located on the site of an old camp and fac-
tory. In the camp were Deutsche Ausriistungswerke GmbH
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(German Equipment Works, DAW) workshops, administra-
tion buildings, and prisoner barracks. In March 1943, the
ZALA] reached its maximum capacity with 15,000 prisoners.
During the course of 1943, the camp was allocated to Ostin-
dustrie GmbH (Osti), a company jointly owned by the SS-
Business Administration Main Office (WVHA) and SSPF. It
lasted for only a short time. During the course of the year, the
camp was gradually decreased in size and its inmates mur-
dered. The last inmates of the ZALfJ] were murdered or de-
ported on November 3-4, 1943, as part of Operation Harvest
Festival (Aktion Erntefest).

A Sonderkommando 1005, consisting of between 120 and
250 prisoners from the Lemberg camp, was busy from the
summer of 1943 in removing the traces of the mass killings
from the camp and its surroundings. The squad was named
after the file name given to the action by the Gestapo chief
Heinrich Miiller. The Sonderkommando “unearthed” tens of
thousands of corpses and was present at mass executions,
where it cremated the victims. It was commanded by low-
ranking officers under the Commander of the Security Police
and the SD (KdS), headed by SS-Untersturmfithrer Walter
Schallock. Although officially the Kommando was top secret,
the smoke and odors from the cremations were sometimes so
strong that its activities could not remain hidden. In one case,
the Lublin fire brigade was called out. On November 19,
1943, members of the Sonderkommando rebelled, attacking
the guards and breaking through a barbed-wire fence; 12 men
managed to escape, while the others were all shot. After that,
a new, smaller Sonderkommando was established, but it never
operated. Members of this Kommando were shot in January
1944.

From January 1944, Lemberg was still operating as a work
and internment site primarily for non-Jewish criminals, in-
cluding several hundred Poles, Ukrainians, and ethnic Ger-
mans (Volksdeutsche). This is the period in which the WVHA
ordered by letter dated January 13, 1944, that the camp be-
come part of the Lublin-Majdanek concentration camp. In
the following months, there were a few Jews, around 100, in
the camp. As a rule, they were Jews who had succeeded in es-
caping and hiding among the Polish population but had been
discovered and arrested. Other Jews, exhausted from months
or years living underground, had voluntarily surrendered
themselves to the camp. Here they worked mostly as tailors,
cobblers, leather dyers, electricians, gardeners, and launder-
ers. It was probably around this time that plans were imple-
mented to put the DAW workshops back in operation. The
number of prisoners in the camp probably did not exceed
2,000 in 1944. Honigsman states that in the spring of 1944
there were less than 1,000 prisoners in the camp.

During a bombardment of the camp by the Soviet Air Force
on April 20-21, 1944, quite a few prisoners, including 15 Jews,
managed to escape. The camp was finally evacuated in the
summer of 1944 with the approach of the Red Army. The In-
ternational Tracing Service (ITS) puts the evacuation in June,
but historian Thomas Sandkiihler puts the date as July 19,
1944. The evacuated prisoners—there were less than 100
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Jews—were deported to the west. There they worked at first in
building fortifications for the SS Construction Staff Venus 1
and in an SSPF Galizien holding camp in Neusandez/Grybéw.
They were transferred then to the Krakau-Plaszow concentra-
tion camp. From there they were evacuated via Auschwitz and
Gross-Rosen to Gusen, a Mauthausen subcamp—an odyssey
that only few Janowska prisoners survived.

SOURCES The camp is briefly referred to in a few mono-
graphs including Philip Friedman, “The Destruction of the
Jews of Lwow,” in Roads to Extinction: Essays on the Holocaust,
ed. Ada June Friedman (New York: Jewish Publication Soci-
ety of America, 1980), pp. 244-321; and Eliiakhu Iones, Evrei
Lvova v gody vtoroi mirovoi voiny i katastrofy evropeiskogo evre-
istva 1939-1944, ed. Svetlana Shenbrunn (Moscow: Rossiis-
kaia biblioteka Kholokosta, 1999). Thomas Sandkiihler, in
“Endlosung in Galizien™ Der fudenmord in Ostpolen und die Ret-
tungsinitiativen von Berthold Beitz 1941-1944 (Bonn: Verlag
J.HW. Dietz Nachfolger, 1996), provides rich detail on the
history of the Sonderkommando 1005 and the camp after
October—November 1943 but states that the plan to convert
the Lemberg camp into a concentration camp had been aban-
doned in 1943. J. Honigsman describes Lemberg in 7anower
Lager (Janower Zwangsarbeitslager fiir Fuden in Lemberg):
Kurzer bistorischer Essay, ed. Lwower Gesellschaft fiir jiidische
Kultur (Lemberg, 1996), dealing also with the removal of the
evidence of the mass killings. Essential reading for the events
and camps in Ukraine is the source material in Towiah
Friedman, ed., Die verantwortliche SS, Gestapo und Schutzpo-
lizei bei der Ermordung der fuden Ost-Galiziens, 1941-1944:
Dokumenten-Sammilung (Haifa: T. Friedmann, 1996). Jozef
Marszatek in Obozy pracy w Generalnym Gubernatorstwie w
latach 1939—-1945 (Lublin: Panstwowe Muzeum Na Majdanku,
1998), pp. 107-109, describes the camp. The subcamp is also
described in ITS, Vorliufiges Verzeichnis der Konzentrations-
lager und deren Aussenkommandos sowie anderer Haftstitten un-
ter dem Reichsfiibrer-SS in Deutschland und besetzten Gebieten, 2
vols. (Arolsen, 1969), 1:168; and in “Verzeichnis der Konzen-
trationslager und ihrer Aussenkommandos gemaiss § 42 Abs.
2 BEG,” BGBI. (1977), Teil 1, p. 1820.

Due to the camp’s short period of existence, there are as a
rule no eyewitness reports. Survivors’ statements are based on
time in the forced labor camp and did not take notice of the
transfer by the WVHA into the new administration. Investi-
gations into the Lemberg ZALf], SK 1005, and Lemberg
concentration camp were led by the Sta. Ludwigsburg under
file EL 48/2 1, Bii 395. The files hold an extensive collection
of survivors’ statements/records of interviews. The history of
the fire brigade being called out because of the heavy smoke
caused by the Sonderkommando 1005 activities is based on a
report by the fire brigade and held in DALO, R 58/1/66. Bl
100. It is cited by Sandkiihler, “Endlosung in Galizien,” at pp.
271-280, who also cites other witness and survivor reports
from the early period of the Lemberg camp on Janowska
Strasse. General information on the history of the different
camps in Lemberg can be obtained from the following archi-
val collections: AAN: Records of the Lwéw mayor’s office
under German occupation (Collection 540), and other rec-
ords of Lwow and the Government General; AGK: Records
of war crimes trials in postwar Poland; BA-MA: detailed rec-
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ords of Oberfeldkommandantur 365 in Lemberg, 1941-1944
(Collection RH 53-23), and documents of the Riistungskom-
mando Lemberg (Collection RW 23); AZIH: materials from
the Lw6w Judenrat, and Yiddish underground periodicals; as
well as ZdL at BA-L: records of war crimes trials in postwar
Germany. For Lwow, see especially files with the prefix 208
AR. At USHMMA, the following collections are of interest:
RG-15.066M (Gouverneur des Distrikts Lublin records,
1939-1944); RG-15.043M (KdS in Lublin records, 1939-
1945); and RG-15.065M (Kommandeur der Orpo Lublin rec-
ords, 1940-1944); 1995.A.1086 and 31.003M (copies of
materials found in DALO); and RG 22.002M (records of the
war crimes trials conducted by the Soviet Extraordinary
Commission in postwar Lwow).
Evelyn Zegenhagen
trans. Stephen Pallavicini

LUBLIN (ALTER FLUGHAFEN) (MEN)

The Lublin (Alter Flughafen) camp was named after its loca-

tion, on the airfield of the former aircraft manufacturer T.
Plage/T. Laskiewicz near Lublin, near Fabryczna Street, 1 to
2 kilometers (0.6 to 1.2 miles) to the north of Majdanek. It
was part of a complex system of camps and warehouses at the
site, which included the Nachbaulager Russland-Siid (for the
Wehrmacht’s southern front) and the main supply camp
(Hauptnachschublager) for the Higher-SS and Police Leader
(HSSPF) Russland-Siid und Kaukasien.

The use of Jewish labor at Lublin (Alter Flughafen) began
in July—-August 1940 with the establishment of a forced labor
camp for Jews (ZALf]). No later than the summer of 1942,
the camp was significantly expanded and became part of the
close economic cooperation between the SS-Business Admin-
istration Main Office (WVHA), headed by Oswald Pohl, and
the local SS and Police Leader (SSPF), Odilo Globocnik.
Both parties were interested in cooperating with one another:
Globocnik, in intensifying the exploitation of Jewish forced
labor in the Lublin region and in the profitable recycling of
the property of deported and murdered Jews. Pohl was inter-
ested in increasing the efficiency of the SS economic enter-
prises. This resulted in 1942-1943 not only in increased
concentration and exploitation of the Jews in the Lublin re-
gion under the control of the WVHA but in the formation of
the Ostindustrie GmbH (Osti), a company jointly owned by
the WVHA and SSPF. In this joint venture, Pohl secured
authority over the Jewish forced labor, and Globocnik se-
cured functional control of the camp, particularly because he
appointed his confidants to key positions in it. The Lublin
(Alter Flughafen) camp was one of the camps where this co-
operation was practiced.

On the camp itself, there is little published information. In
1942-1943, the Lublin (Alter Flughafen) camp was compre-
hensively expanded in connection with its task of being a
sorting and recycling site for the property of Jews deported
from the General Government and murdered. The property
dealt with in the Lublin (Alter Flughafen) camp came from
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the Majdanek, Belzec, and Sobib6r camps but also from other
dissolved ghettos and camps. The camp had a railway connec-
tion, useful for dispatching the Jewish property after it was
cleaned, repaired, sorted, and packed. It is unknown when the
first inmates were put into this camp. According to historian
David Silberklang, it was no later than the summer of 1943,
for there is a record at the time of 5,000 male prisoners who
were separated in their own camp from the female prisoners.
While in 1942, there were about 300 women in the camp, in
1943 there were already 5,000 to 6,000. While the women
were mostly used to sort and recycle clothing, the men were
used primarily to sort, recycle, and recast unusable household
appliances and furniture. One source states that, starting in
November 1942, about 4,000 women had to do hard physical
labor, including paving runways. Trials conducted after the
war shed light on the living and work conditions in the wom-
en’s camp: there was no running water and no sewerage, and
electricity was only available at the job sites. Many of the fe-
male overseers had come from Lublin-Majdanek, among
them Charlotte Mayer.

Little is known about the origin of the prisoners. In 1942,
most of the prisoners in camp were from the Majdan Tatarski
ghetto, which was located not far from the camp. The ghetto
was liquidated in November 1942, and most of the prisoners
then came from liquidated camps and ghettos from a wider
area, with some even coming from Germany and Austria.
The Lublin (Alter Flughafen) camp can be seen as an impor-
tant location for Jewish forced labor in Lublin; according to
Silberklang, it probably was the most important one. Former
Jewish property was sold here to German offices and citizens
in Lublin and also sent to Germany. Some perpetrators oper-
ated businesses large and small with stolen Jewish property.

On October 22, 1943, the camp became a subcamp of the
Lublin-Majdanek concentration camp complex. Two weeks
later, the prisoners, as part of the Operation Harvest Festival
(Aktion Erntefest), were sent to Majdanek and murdered. The
new administrative subordination to the WVHA scarcely had
any practical effect.

The murder of the prisoners began on November 3 at 7:30
AM. That morning, about 5,000 to 6,000 women, accompa-
nied by female guards on bicycles, were taken to Majdanek,
where they were shot. The men of the subcamp were mur-
dered on location. According to Silberklang, members of the
SS-Division “Wiking” and the police were involved in it.
Based on the statements of participants, historian Christo-
pher Browning proves that men of the Reserve-Polizei-
Bataillon 101 formed the sentries, who brought the prisoners
to their graves. The shooting was done by men of the SD.
Music roared from loudspeakers, drowning out the machine-
gun salvos and the prisoners’ screams. Nevertheless, the pris-
oners’ murders did not go unnoticed; especially during breaks
in the music, the sounds could be heard in nearby Lublin. Ac-
cording to witness statements quoted by Silberklang, Lublin
inhabitants climbed on the roofs of their houses to watch the
“spectacle.” Some 300 men as well as 300 women were spared.
Their task was to exhume the corpses, clean the camp, and
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remove traces of the killing. The fate of these prisoners is
unknown.

Historian Helge Grabitz stated that at the beginning of
1944 Jews from Warsaw were taken to Lublin (Alter Flughafen)
as part of the evacuation of the Jewish ghetto. The sex of
these prisoners and the nature of their work are unknown.
According to witness statements, the camp was liberated by
the Red Army on July 24, 1944.

SOURCES There is little information on the Lublin (Alter
Flughafen) camp. One of the richest sources is David Silberk-
lang, “The Holocaust in the Lublin District” (Ph.D. diss.,
Hebrew University of Jerusalem, 2003). The camp is de-
scribed here following p. 316, with the economic prehistory of
the camp at pp. 312-315. Dieter Pohl refers to the camp in
“Die ‘Aktion Reinhard’ im Licht der Historiographie,” in
“Aktion Reinbardt” Der Vilkermord an den Fuden im General-
gouvernement 1941-1944, ed. Bogdan Musial (Osnabriick:
fibre-Verlag, 2004), pp. 15-48, at p. 26; as does Helge Grabitz
in Wolfgang Scheffler, Letzte Spuren: Ghetto Warschau, SS-
Arbeitslager Trawniki, Aktion Erntefest; Fotos und Dokumente
iiber Opfer des Endlossungswabns im Spiegel der historischen Er-
eignisse (Berlin: Edition Hentrich, 1993), p. 323. The entry
“Lublin,” s.v., in Encyclopedia of Fewish Communities in Poland,
vol. 7, Poland (Jerusalem: Yad Vashem, n.d.), pp. 13-38, refers
to the camp Lublin (Alter Flughafen) several times but with-
out reference to the Aktion Erntefest in November 1943.
Christopher Browning in Ordinary Men: Reserve Police Battal-
ion 101 and the Final Solution in Poland (New York: Harper
Perennial, 1998), p. 138, describes the participation of
Reserve-Polizei-Bataillon 101 in the murder of the camp’s
Jews. Biographical information regarding the female guard
Charlotte Mayer (or Peretka [Little Pearl], as the prisoners
referred to her), employed in Ravensbriick, Majdanek, f.u-
blin, and Auschwitz, can be found in Ingrid Miiller-Miinch,
Die Frauen von Majdanek. Vom zerstorten Leben der Opfer und
der Morderinnen (Reinbek: Rowohlt Tasdchenbuch-Verlag,
1982), pp. 107-111. According to survivor statements, Mayer
treated the inmates decently; she provided drinking water for
them, sometimes allowed them to smuggle potatoes, and al-
lowed conversations between male and female inmates. Mayer
did not bear a whip and refused to beat inmates or to report
them for beating. In the Diisseldorf Majdanek trial in 1981,
Mayer was acquitted; but in general, events at the Lublin (Al-
ter Flughafen) subcamp only played a very minor role during
this trial.

The subcamp is listed in I'TS, Vorliufiges Verzeichnis der
Konzentrationslager und deren Aussenkommandos sowie anderer
Hauftstatten unter dem Reichsfiibrer-SS in Deutschland und be-
setzten Gebieten, 2 vols. (Arolsen, 1969), 1:168; and in “Ver-
zeichnis der Konzentrationslager und ihrer Aussenkomman-
dos gemiiss § 42 Abs. 2 BEG,” BGBI. (1977), Teil 1, p. 1822.

Background information on the Lublin region during
World War 1I is contained in the following collections at
USHMMA: RG-15.066M (Gouverneur des Distrikts Lublin
records, 1939-1944); RG-15.043M (KdS in Lublin records,
1939-1945); and RG-15.065M (Kommandeur der Orpo Lub-
lin records, 1940-1944). Statements on the murder of the in-
mates at the Lublin (Alter Flughafen) camp and the reaction
of the Lublin population are held in YVA under Collection
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TR.10/815, pp. 127-128. See also statements by Wolf Antoni,
JM/3536b, Friedrich Ruppert, NO-1903, and the record of
interrogation by Gortthardt Schubert, TR.10/1146Z, vol. 15,
pp. 3094-3097; and Georg Werk, TR.10/1291, vol. 28, pp.
4885-4887. Statements by members of the Reserve-Polizei-
Bataillon 101, which operated in Poland from June 1942 and
participated in the murder of the Jews in the Lublin (Alter
Flughafen) subcamp in Majdanek, are held in the investiga-
tion files of the Hamburg Sta. (today in ZdL at BA-L) under
record groups 141 Js 1957/62 (Interview Hoffmann, Wohlauf
and others) and 141 Js 128/65 (Investigations into G. and
others).
Evelyn Zegenhagen
trans. Stephen Pallavicini

LUBLIN (ALTER FLUGHAFEN) [WOMEN)

The Lublin (Alter Flughafen) subcamp first came into exis-

tence in July—August 1940 as a forced labor camp for Jews
(ZALA]). It was located at the airfield of the former aircraft
manufacturer T. Plage/T. Laskiewicz near Lublin, on Fabry-
czna Street, 1 to 2 kilometers (0.6 to 1.2 miles) north of Maj-
danek.

The reasons for the camp’s massive growth from 1942 are
economic and political and are connected to the intrigue of
two protagonists, Oswald Pohl, of the SS-Business Adminis-
tration Main Office (WVHA), and Odilo Globocnik, the lo-
cal SS and Police Leader (SSPF). Globocnik, who was in
charge of the exploitation of Jewish forced labor in the Lublin
area, was interested in the most profitable recycling of the
property of Jews who had been deported and murdered. Pohl,
on the other hand, who consolidated his control over the SS
economic enterprises in the first half of 1942 and who coordi-
nated the various economic enterprises in the SS domain,
wanted the SS enterprises to function profitably and, as with
Globocnik, to consolidate his position. As a result of negotia-
tions between Pohl and Globocnik, a process began in 1942
1943 to increase the concentration of Jews in the Lublin area
under the control of the WVHA. At the same time, a joint
WVHA and SSPF economic enterprise was established, Ost-
industrie GmbH (Osti). Pohl secured for himself control over
the Jewish forced labor, including the sorting, packing, and
distributing of Jewish property. On the other hand, Globoc-
nik held the functional control over the camp, above all be-
cause his personally chosen confidants were placed in key
positions. German firms that already profited from the ex-
ploitation of Jewish forced labor were enmeshed in this power
distribution.

One of the camps that was established on this basis was the
sorting camp for Jewish property (Sortierlager fiir jiidisches
Eigentum) at the former airport Lublin (Alter Flughafen).
Historian David Silberklang states that this camp, for which
there is little reliable information, was the main Jewish site
for forced labor in Lublin. Jewish property was handled here
en masse and sold to local interested Germans. It was also
sent back to Germany. Large storage halls were erected in the
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former airport’s hangar for this purpose. It was mostly Jewish
women who were used to sort, clean and disinfect, repair,
fold, and pack the clothing, which originated from the con-
centration and extermination camps of Majdanek, Belzec, and
Sobibér and also from the dissolved ghettos and camps. In
1942, there were 300 women, and in 1943 between 5,000 and
6,000 women, in the camp. There was also a camp for male
prisoners.

The women who worked in Lublin (Alter Flughafen) ini-
tially came from the ghetto at Majdan Tatarski, which existed
from April 20 to November 9, 1942. Later they were also to
come from other liquidated ghettos and camps in Germany,
Austria, and other countries. The women worked in the SS-
owned clothing factories in the Fabrik Plage-Laskewicz,
which was under the control of the WVHA Amt B I1/2. The
close cooperation between the various enterprises shows that
the subcamp was an integral part of a complex system at the
airport, which was also the site of the Nachbaulager Russland-
Siid (for the Wehrmacht’s southern front) and the main sup-
ply depot for the Higher-SS and Police Leader (HSSPF)
Russland-Siid und Kaukasien. This would also explain why
the female prisoners not only reprocessed Jewish property but
also worked in Wehrmacht-owned supply establishments and
why from 1942 around 4,000 women from Majdanek were
engaged in heavy physical labor such as laying asphalt on the
runways.

Conditions in the camp were difficult: there was no run-
ning water, there was no sewerage system, and only the work-
shops had light. The female guards in the Lublin-Majdanek
camp, including Charlotte Mayer, one of the accused in the
Diisseldorf Majdanek Trial, guarded the prisoners.

A letter from the WVHA dated October 22, 1943, ordered
the transfer of the Lublin (Alter Flughafen) camp to the
Lublin-Majdanek concentration camp system. This change
could not have had any significance, as the prisoners in Lublin
(Alter Flughafen) had been murdered during the Operation
Harvest Festival (Aktion Erntefest). Between 5,000 and 6,000
women in the camp were brought to nearby Majdanek, ac-
companied by the female guards on bicycles, where they were
shot on the morning of November 3 from 7:30 A.M. According
to historian Christopher Browning, the Reserve-Polizei-
Bataillon 101 formed the sentries, while the SD did the shoot-
ing. Silberklang states that the SS-Division “Wiking” took
partin the massacre. Music roaring from loudspeakers masked
the salvos from the machine guns and the prisoners’ screams.
However, the murders did not go unnoticed: Silberklang, re-
lying on witness statements, reported that people from nearby
Lublin climbed onto the roofs of their houses to watch the
“theater.” The murder of the Jews in Lublin (Alter
Flughafen)—and simultaneously in Lublin-Majdanek, Ponia-
towa, Lemberg-Janowska, and other camps—marked the end
of Osti.

About 300 women from the camp as well as 300 men were
spared from this massacre. They had to clean the camp and
remove the traces of the murder. The fate of these prisoners is
unknown.
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Helge Grabitz stated that at the beginning of 1943, when
the Warsaw ghetto was evacuated, Jews were brought from
Warsaw to Lublin (Alter Flughafen). It is not known what
they had to do there. Witnesses stated that the camp was lib-
erated on July 24, 1944.

SOURCES There is little information on the Lublin (Alter
Flughafen) camp. One of the richest sources is David Silber-
klang, “The Holocaust in the Lublin District” (Ph.D. diss.,
Hebrew University of Jerusalem, 2003). The camp is de-
scribed here following p. 316, with the economic prehistory of
the camp at pp. 312-315. Dieter Pohl refers to the camp in
“Die ‘Aktion Reinhard’ im Licht der Historiographie,” in
“Aktion Reinbardt”: Der Vilkermord an den Juden im General-
gouvernement 1941-1944, ed. Bogdan Musial (Osnabriick:
fibre-Verlag, 2004), pp. 15-48, at p. 26; as does Helge Grabitz
in Wolfgang Scheffler, Letzte Spuren: Ghetto Warschau, SS-
Arbeitslager Trawniki, Aktion Erntefest; Fotos und Dokumente
tiber Opfer des Endlosungswabns im Spiegel der historischen Er-
eignisse (Berlin: Edition Hentrich, 1993), p. 323. The entry
“Lublin,” s.v., in Encyclopedia of Jewish Communities in Poland,
vol. 7, Poland (Jerusalem: Yad Vashem, n.d.), pp. 13-38, refers
to the camp Lublin (Alter Flughafen) several times but with-
out reference to Aktion Erntefest in November 1943. Chris-
topher Browning in Ordinary Men: Reserve Police Battalion 101
and the Final Solution in Poland (New York: Harper Perennial,
1998), p. 138, describes the participation of Reserve-Polizei-
Bataillon 101 in the murder of the camp’s Jews. Biographical
information on Charlotte Mayer, wardress in Ravensbriick,
Lublin, and Auschwitz, nicknamed by the prisoners as
“Peretka” (“Little Pearl”), is to be found in Ingrid Miiller-
Miinch, Die Frauen von Majdanek: Vom zerstorten Leben der
Opfer und der Morderinnen (Reinbek: Rowohlt Taschenbuch-
Verlag, 1982), pp. 107-111. According to survivors, Mayer
treated the prisoners decently, gave them drinking water,
and now and then allowed the smuggling of potato pieces
and conversations between the male and female prisoners.
Mayer did not carry a whip and refused to administer cor-
poral punishment. Mayer was acquitted by the court in the
Disseldorf Majdanek Trial between 1975 and 1981. Her
role in the Lublin (Alter Flughafen) subcamp played only a
minor role in the trial. The subcamp is listed in I'TS, Vor-
liufiges Verzeichnis der Konzentrationslager und deren Aussenk-
ommandos sowie anderer Haftstitten unter dem Reichsfiibrer-SS
in Deutschland und besetzten Gebieten, 2 vols. (Arolsen, 1969),
1:168; and in “Verzeichnis der Konzentrationslager und
ihrer Aussenkommandos gemiss § 42 Abs. 2 BEG,” BGBI
(1977), Teil 1, p. 1822.

Background information on the Lublin region during
World War II is contained in the following collections at
USHMMA: RG-15.066M (Gouverneur des Distrikts Lublin
records, 1939-1944); RG-15.043M (KdS in Lublin records,
1939-1945); and RG-15.065M (Kommandeur der Orpo Lublin
records, 1940-1944). Statements on the murder of the inmates
at the Lublin-Alter Flughafen camp and the reaction of the
Lublin population are held in VA under signature TR.10/815,
pp. 127-128. See also statements by Wolf Antoni, JM/3536b,
Friedrich Ruppert, NO-1903, and the record of interrogation
by Gortthardt Schubert, TR.10/1146Z, vol. 15, pp. 3094-3097,
and Georg Werk, TR.10/1291, vol. 28, pp. 4885-4887. State-
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ments by members of the Reserve-Polizei-Bataillon 101, which
operated in Poland from June 1942 and participated in the
murder of the Jews in the Lublin-Alter Flughafen subcamp in
Majdanek, are held in the investigation files of the Hamburg
Sta. (today in the ZdL at BA-L) under record groups 141 Js
1957/62 (Interview Hoffmann, Wohlauf and others) and 141 Js
128/65 (Investigations into G. and others).
Evelyn Zegenhagen
trans. Stephen Pallavicini

PONIATOWA

Poniatowa was located about 40 kilometers (25 miles) to the

west of Lublin.

At the end of the 1930s, shortly before the outbreak of war,
the Polish government had planned a telephone and telegraph
center in Poniatowa, which was never completed. In July 1942,
Amon Géth inspected Poniatowa and recommended it as a site
to hold Jewish labor, a suggestion that was followed by Hein-
rich Himmler when, on October 9, 1942, he issued an order to
concentrate all Jewish labor working in the armaments sector
in camps under SS administration in the Warsaw-Lublin area.
Poniatowa was one of the chosen locations because it was
deeply hidden in the forest and had buildings already available
and a light railway connection to Naleczéw, a station on the
Warsaw-Lublin line. The Schmidt-Munstermann company in
Warsaw and the Deutsche Elektro-Unternehmen company in
Lublin received the contracts to expand the site. The Soviet
prisoners of war (POWs) who were at this time in the camp at
the site (Stalag 359) were executed in the following weeks. The
number executed was probably around 24,000. On October
15, 1942, 600 Jews from the Opole Lubelskie ghetto were
brought to Poniatowa. Their numbers were increased with
Jews from the Stasz6w and Belzyce ghettos (the latter included
Jews from Saxony, Thuringia, and Stettin), so that by the be-
ginning of 1943 there were around 1,500 prisoners in the Po-
niatowa forced labor camp for Jews (ZALLJ).

On January 9, 1943, Himmler directed the Higher-SS and
Police Leader (HSSPF) of the General Government, Fried-
rich Wilhelm Kriiger, to transfer the Jews and businesses
from the Warsaw ghetto to the Lublin area. Himmler was
exasperated about the enormous profit that individual em-
ployers such as Bremen coffee wholesaler Walter Caspar Toeb-
bens were making from the exploitation of more than 20,000
Jews in the Warsaw ghetto. Toebbens was directed to imme-
diately transfer his labor force to Poniatowa and to transfer
direct supervision to the SS. At the end of January 1943, Toe-
bbens concluded a contract with the SS and Police Leader
(SSPF) Lublin, Odilo Globocnik, under which the SS assured
him the supply of at least 10,000 Jewish laborers.

At the end of February 1943, the first group of Toebbens
Jews was sent from the Warsaw ghetto to Poniatowa; another
1,200 followed on March 12; and 450 in April. The last trans-
port from Warsaw arrived in Poniatowa on May 8, 1943. All
the prisoners arrived at the Nalgczéw railway station, where
they were put on light railway trains that took them to Po-
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A view of the Poniatowa subcamp of Lublin-Majdanek, shortly before its
liquidation by mass shooting of prisoners in Operation “Harvest Festival,”
November 1943.

USHMM WS #61542, COURTESY OF THE STA. LG HAMBURG

niatowa. A labor detachment was based in Naleczéw to load
and unload the trains.

The arrival of the Warsaw Jews, some of whom traveled as
family units, gave the camp its own unique structure: men
and women mostly slept in the same barracks, and contact
between them was largely allowed. Around 700 children lived
in the Poniatowa camp. They had their own barracks and
kitchen. The Poniatowa inmates did not have their prisoner
numbers tattooed on them, and they did not wear either the
Star of David or concentration camp prisoner clothing. How-
ever, in the autumn of 1943, their shoes were replaced with
the usual wooden concentration camp shoes.

The workshops and accommodation barracks were fenced
in with barbed wire. The prisoners slept in around 35 bar-
racks, each about 35 meters (115 feet) long and 12 meters (39
feet) wide. More than 2,000 prisoners slept in the 80-meter-
long (262-feet-long), 40-meter-wide (131-feet-wide), and 10-
meter-tall (33-feet-tall) workshop number 3, in four-tiered
bunk beds. A 2-kilometer-long (1.2-mile-long) road led from
the camp grounds to a settlement (which was referred to by
the inmates under the Polish name for settlement, osiedle).
Here the non-Jewish prisoners, foremen, and those Jews who
worked in administration were held. The road was fenced and
controlled by machine-gun posts in guard towers. The camp
was guarded by 10 German and 50 Ukrainian SS men, the
so-called Trawniki men.

The first camp commandant until the end of April 1943
was SS-Oberscharfiihrer Birmes-Schulten; his successor was
SS-Oberscharfithrer Otto Hantke, who in the summer of
1943 was replaced by SS-Hauptsturmfiihrer Gottlieb Hering,
the former commandant of Belzec. The civilian camp com-
mander was Heinrich Gley. Survivors report that all of them
brutally mistreated the prisoners.

The number of prisoners in Poniatowa was probably be-
tween 14,000 and 25,000. One source states that there were
40,000 inmates in Poniatowa, but this number is probably
exaggerated. Poniatowa was the largest Jewish labor camp in
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the General Government. Around 10,000 to 12,000 of the
prisoners worked for the Toebbens company; the others, un-
der much less brutal conditions, worked for the SS, building
roads and sewers.

The prisoners were from Poland, Czechoslovakia, Ger-
many, Austria, and the Soviet Union. In the summer of 1943,
Jews were brought to Poniatowa from the dissolved ghettos in
Demblin, Dorchucza, and Smolensk. Between May and Oc-
tober 1943, the camp functioned as a transit camp for Jews,
who were required by the SS in other locations.

Until the summer of 1943, enclosure of the settlement, the
camp security, and prisoners’ working conditions were rela-
tively bearable: during the period of the camp’s construction,
the labor capacity was set at only 60 percent. Prisoners repeat-
edly were able to escape, and those who had contact with the
outside world were able to smuggle food into the camp. It was
only with Odilo Globocnik’s visit in June 1943 that the camp
was sealed and the exploitation of prisoners intensified.

There are several reported cases of resistance: for example,
the Jews from Opole attempted to poison the camp comman-
dant, Hering. All of the members of the kitchen detachment
who were involved, including six women, were hanged once
the assassination attempt was discovered. The Warsaw Jews
had their own resistance movement, which was based on or-
ganizational structures and contacts from their ghetto time,
aimed to free the inmates at the time the camp was liqui-
dated.

The prisoners’ day began with a roll call at 6:00 A.M. Be-
tween 7:00 A.M. and 5:00 p.M. most of the prisoners manufac-
tured products for the Wehrmacht. A note written by
Globocnik in the summer of 1943 reports that each week the
Poniatowa SS labor camp produced 38,000 blouses and coats,
18,000 shirts and items of underwear, 6,000 caps, 7,200 pairs
of socks, 4,200 haversacks, and 2,400 army kit belts. The pris-
oners also worked at a sorting station, sorting the clothes of
executed Jews for dispatch to the Ethnic German Liaison Of-
fice (VOMI). In September—October 1943, hundreds of pris-
oners were deported to work at the airfields at Zamosé and
Biata Podlaska. In the summer of 1943, Toebbens had made
contact with the Armaments Ministry in Berlin, requesting
new work orders. As a result, in September 1943, the prison-
ers who lived in workstation 3 were moved out, and the
building was prepared for metal processing machines. At the
same time, there began massive construction work for a
planned, but eventually unrealized, relocation of part of the
Litzmannstadt (£6dz) ghetto production facilities to Ponia-
tow: 48 accommodation barracks and 28 barracks for foremen
were to be built as part of the relocation. However, adminis-
trative changes, including the transfer of the SSPF-Lublin
Globocnik to Trieste and the appointment of his replace-
ment, Jakob Sporrenberg, meant that the plans did not come
to fruition. During September—October 1943, the SS-
Business Administration Main Office (WVHA) took over the
labor camp; Poniatowa was now regarded as a Majdanek sub-
camp. However, this did not have a large practical effect, as
on November 4, 1943, all the inmates of the Poniatowa camp
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were murdered as part of the Operation Harvest Festival (Ak-
tion Erntefest).

The directive to murder the prisoners came from Hein-
rich Himmler to the HSSPF Krakau, Friedrich Wilhelm
Kriiger, who directed the command to Sporrenberg. The or-
der probably must be seen in connection with the increasing
resistance by prisoners in 1943, including the Warsaw Upris-
ing, the Treblinka rebellion, and the escape from Sobibér.
Since the SSPF in their areas of responsibility had the su-
preme command in ghetto evacuations and larger Final Solu-
tion measures (Endlosungsmassnabmen), it was only consistent
to charge Sporrenberg with that order. Sporrenberg ordered
the Commander of the Security Police and SD (KdS) in Lub-
lin, SS-Obersturmbannfiihrer Dr. Karl Piitz, as well as the
head of the Ordnungspolizei (Orpo) and the Waffen-SS to
participate in the action. The relevant units came from the
Lublin area as well as from the Radom, Krakéw, and Warsaw
districts. Based upon witness statements by participants, his-
torian Christopher Browning states that the Reserve-Polizei-
Bataillon 101 formed the sentries around the camp and the
barracks and that the executions were done by SD units.

On the morning of November 4, a double security cordon
was put around the camp, and the telephone lines were cut.
Loudspeakers were set up to broadcast music, in order to
drown out the shots and the victims’ screams. According to
Lea Chanesman, one of only three survivors of the massacre,
on the morning of November 4 the prisoners had to assemble
for roll call, then assemble in a large building. From here, in
groups of 50, naked and with raised hands, they were led to an
area where trenches had been dug in the days before, trenches
that now served as mass graves. Here the prisoners had to lie
down and were shot.

Around 100 prisoners from one block tried to escape the
massacre and set several storage and supply buildings on fire.
The SS had to call the fire brigade from Opole Lubelskie to
put out the fire. The firefighters were witness to the SS’s driv-
ing the prisoners back into the flames. Members of the labor
detachments in Naleczéw and Kazimierz were also murdered
after strong resistance. Altogether, around 14,500 prisoners
fell victim to the massacre within a few hours.

The Poniatowa camp continued to exist with 100 prisoners
who had been brought from Majdanek, and were under Ukrai-
nian and German SS guard, until the spring of 1944. These
prisoners had to search the corpses for gold, silver, jewels, and
gold teeth. They then had to pull down and burn the work-
shops and accommodation barracks. Finally, they were mur-
dered, too.

Sporrenberg, as the leader of the Aktion Erntefest, was
tried by a Polish court after the war and hanged. Piitz com-
mitted suicide after the war, as did Globocnik in June 1945 in
Austria. Toebbens was arrested after the war but was able to
escape in 1946. In 1949, the Bremen denazification court sen-
tenced him in absentia to 10 years’ imprisonment. Hantke
was convicted in 1960 in Hamburg and released in 1967. He
was arrested again in 1974 and sentenced to life imprison-
ment. In 1967, six Ukrainian guards who were involved in the
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massacre on November 4, 1943, were sentenced to death in
Dnepropetrowsk (USSR).

SOURCES Sam Hoffenberg, a former camp inmate and histo-
rian, has written the most comprehensive work on the Ponia-
towa camp, with Patrick Girard, in Le camp de Poniatowa: La
liguidation des derniers Fuifs de Varsovie (Paris: Bibliophane,
1988), which is available in English (translated into English
by Sofia Skipwith and Madeleine Steinberg) as The Camp of
Poniatowa: The Liquidation of the Last fews of Warsaw (S.1.: S.
Hoffenberg, ca. 1988). Hoffenberg, a Jew from the Warsaw
ghetto and Toebbens laborer, left the camp at the request of
the Toebbens firm, shortly before the camp’s liquidation. An-
other camp inmate, Ber Baskind, who was in the camp from
April to May 1943 and was able to escape, wrote his work on
Poniatowa in 1945, La Grande Epowvante (Paris: Calmann
Levy-Verlag, 1945).

There are only a few academic works on Poniatowa. Wor-
thy of mention are J6zef Kermisz, “The Labor Camp at Ponia-
towa” (Hebrew), YalMor 13 (June 1971): 17-27; J6zef
Marszatek, Obozy pracy w Generalnym Gubernatorstwie w latach
1939-1945 (Lublin: Paristwowe Muzeum na Majdanku, 1998),
p. 113; Ryszard Gicewicz, “Obéz pracy w Poniatowej (1941
1943),” ZM 10 (1980): 88-104; as well as Thomas Reck and
Irmina Stefariczak, Masowe egzekucje zydow 3 listopada 1943
roku: Majdanek, Poniatowa, Trawniki; wspomnienia, ed. Edward
Dziadosz (Lublin: Paiistwowe Muzeum na Majdanku, 1988),
also published in German as Fudenmassenexekutionen 3. No-
vemmber 1943: Majdanek, Poniatowa, Trawniki: Erinnerungen
(Berlin, 1990). Literature on the Aktion Erntefest, which was
the conclusion of Aktion Reinhardt and in which within the
space of two days, November 3 and 4, 1943, around 40,000
prisoners in Majdanek, Trawniki, and Poniatowa fell victim,
has only appeared in the last few years, such as Bogdan Mu-
sial, ed., “Aktion Reinbardt”: Der Vilkermord an den Juden im
Generalgouvernement 1941-1944 (Osnabriick: fibre-Verlag,
2004). The work includes a number of interesting essays in-
cluding Dieter Pohl, “Die ‘Aktion Reinhard’ im Licht der
Historiographie,” pp. 15-48; Pohl, “Die Stellung des Distrik-
tes Lublin in der ‘Endlésung der Judenfrage,”” pp. 87-110; as
well as Peter Black, “Die Trawniki-Minner und die ‘Aktion
Reinhard,”” pp. 309-352. What also should be mentioned are
Helge Grabitz and Wolfgang Scheffler, Letzte Spuren: Fotos
und Dokumente iiber Opfer des Endlosungswabns im Spiegel der
bistorischen  ereignisse; ~ Ghetto  Warschau—SS-Arbeitslager
Trawniki—Aktion Erntefest (Berlin: Edition Hentrich, 1993).
Background information on the Lublin district during the
Third Reich is to be found in Bogdan Musial, Deutsche Zivil-
verwaltung und Judenverfolgung im Generalgouvernement: eine
Fallstudie zum Distrikt Lublin 1939—1944 (Wiesbaden: Harras-
sowitz, 1999). On the basis of statements by participants of
Reserve Police Bataillon 101, Christopher Browning has de-
scribed the massacre as part of the Aktion Erntefest in Ordi-
nary Men: Reserve Police Battalion 101 and the Final Solution in
Poland (New York: Harper Perennial, 1998), pp. 139-142. This
subcamp is listed in I'T'S, Vorliufiges Verzeichnis der Konzentra-
tionslager und deren Aussenkommandos sowie anderer Haftstiitten
unter dem Reichsfiihrer-SS in Deutschland und besetzten Gebieten,
2 vols. (Arolsen, 1969), 1:169; and in “Verzeichnis der Konzen-
trationslager und ihrer Aussenkommandos gemiss § 42 Abs.
2 BEG,” BGBI. (1977), Teil 1, p. 1833.
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The fate of the Poniatowa prisoners for a long time was
overshadowed by the Warsaw ghetto. Three prisoners sur-
vived the massacre on November 4, 1943. Two of them, Es-
ther Rubinstein and Lea Chanesman/Ludwika Fiszer, who
were given refuge by a female Polish farmer, have provided
witness statements. Both statements are reproduced by Hof-
fenberg with Girard in Le camp de Poniatowa/The Camp of
Poniatowa. Rubinstein’s statement was first published in Jozef
Kermisz, ed., DiM, vol. 1, Obozy (Warsaw: ZIH, 1946), p. 260.
There are no details about the life of the third survivor of the
camp’s liquidation—her name was Roza. Nachmann Blumen-
thal, ed., My Life Is Still Before Me . ..” (Yiddish) (Tel Aviv: L.
L. Peretz Verlag and YV, 1962) contains the poignant ex-
change of letters between Polish medical doctor Lejb Fis-
zmann, a prisoner of war in Germany, and his daughters Irina
and Anna. Both women were murdered during Aktion Ernte-
fest. A similar exchange of letters is held in YVA, Collection
0.48.B/19-1: Feliks (Efraim) Rzeczynski, also a Polish officer
held prisoner of war in Germany who between August 1942
and February 1945 attempted to correspond with his family
held in Poniatowa and later, unsuccessfully, tried to establish
their fate. The YVA holds statements on the Poniatowa camp
in Collection O.3/3440, which includes a statement by Jerzy
Rosenbaum (Ros). The original contract between Walter
Caspar Toebbens and Odilo Globocnik dated January 1, 1943,
is held in the CDJC, Signature CXC VIII-9. The contract has
numerous details including the names of the new companies
(“Firma Toebbens Werke Poniatowa GmbH im SS-
Arbeitslager”) and the daily rates that Toebbens had to pay
for the prisoners: 5 zlotys per day for male prisoners and 4
zlotys for female prisoners. Several statements from witnesses
and survivors of the camp are part of court files: Jerzy Rosen-
baum, who was held at the beginning of 1943 in Poniatowa,
made a statement before the Central Jewish Historical Com-
mission, £.6d7, as witness no. 107; his statement is to be found
in DiM, 1: 260-261. Georg Michaelsen describes the camp in
his statement of March 4, 1964, to the Sta. Hamburg, Az. 141
Js 573/60 and 161 Js 192/60. The witness statements by Lea
Chanesman/Ludwika Fiszer dated November 28, 1966, are to
be found in the files of the Sta. Hamburg, Az.141 Js 573/60,
p. 12656. Statements by members of the Reserve-Polizei-
Bataillon 101, which operated in Poland from June 1942 and
participated in the murder of the Jews in the Poniatowa sub-
camp, are held in the investigation files (Ermittlungsakten)
Sta. Hamburg (today in ZdL at BA-L) under Signatures 141 Js
1957/62 (Verhor Hoffmann, Wohlauf und andere) and 141 Js
128/65 (Ermittlungen gegen G. und andere). The collections
of the USHMMA that deal with the Lublin region during
World War II are RG-15.066M (Gouverneur des Distrikts
Lublin records, 1939-1944); RG -15.043M (KdS in Lublin rec-
ords, 1939-1945); and RG-15.065M (Kommandeur der Orpo
Lublin records, 1940-1944).

Evelyn Zegenhagen
trans. Stephen Pallavicini

PULAWY [akA PULAWY STADT]

Pulawy (Polish: Putawy, also Pulav, Pulavy) lies in the Lublin
district, 45 kilometers (28 miles) west-northwest of Lublin. A
ghetto existed in the city from October or November 1939 to
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December 1939, after which all 4,000 Jewish inhabitants were
deported to Opole Lubelskie. From June 1940 on, there was a
Jewish camp (Fudenlager) in the city, with 100 to 200 prison-
ers.

In the summer of 1943, Oberscharfiihrer Otto Hantke,
who had been in charge of the forced labor camp for Jews
(ZALf])/concentration camp in Budzy1i until the beginning
of December 1942 and afterward in charge of the ZAL{]/con-
centration camp in Poniatowa, was sent to Pulawy in order to
establish a subcamp of Majdanek in the local sawmill. Ac-
cording to historian David Silberklang, more than 400 Jewish
forced laborers were employed in the camp; according to his-
torian Jézef Marszatek, however, there were only about 50.
Although the sawmill operated profitably, thanks to the ex-
ploitation of the prisoners’ work, the prisoners there—as in
other camps of the Majdanek complex—were shot on Novem-
ber 3, 1943, as part of Operation Harvest Festival (Aktion
Erntefest). The murder of the prisoners from Pulawy supports
the assumption that blame for the massacre of more than
40,000 Jews within two days during Aktion Erntefest lies
primarily with Heinrich Himmler’s fear that the series of
Jewish revolts and rebellions—Warsaw in April 1943, Tre-
blinka and Biatystok in August, Sobibér in October—would
continue. Economic principles—the maximal exploitation of
Jewish labor—thus fell victim to the “Final Solution of the
Jewish Question.”

In Pulawy, only a small portion of the prisoners survived
the mass execution. The camp operated further on a signifi-
cantly smaller basis until the retreat of the Germans in July
1944. On July 22, 1944, it was closed, according to an SS-
Business Administration Main Office (WVHA) document
dated September 30.

SOURCES Sources on the Pulawy subcamp are rare. By far
the largest part of the literature that has come down to us
deals with the ghetto in the city and with the fate of the lo-
cal Jews during World War Il in general. In “The Holocaust
in the Lublin District” (Ph.D. diss., Hebrew University of
Jerusalem, 2003), pp. 336, 345, David Silberklang conveys a
number of details that are based upon statements by survi-
vors and interrogations of German guard personnel. Fur-
ther information can be gleaned from the article by
FEugeniusz Kosik, “Martyrologia i zagtada Zydéw w Opolu
Lubelskim,” BZIH 150 (1989). Jézef Marszatek, Obozy pracy
w Generalnym Gubernatorstwie w latach 1939-1945 (Lublin:
Paristwowe Muzeum na Majdanku, 1998), p. 110, also men-
tions the Pulawy camp. Yizkor books exist about Pulawy
that are based upon the statements of survivors, such as the
Yizker bukh Pulov (New York, 1964); and the entry on Pu-
lawy in Pinkas Hakehillot Polin—Mahozot Lublin—Kielce, vol.
7, Lublin, Kielce District (Jerusalem: YV, n.d.), pp. 380-382.
Michal Strzemski, Nasze Putawy. Kolekcja Wspomnien (Lu-
blin, 1986), provides an overview of the history of Jewish life
in Pulawy. This subcamp is listed in I'TS, Vorliufiges Ver-
zeichnis der Konzentrationslager und deren Aussenkommandos
sowie anderer Haftstitten wunter dem Reichsfiibrer-SS in
Deutschland und besetzten Gebieten, 2 vols. (Arolsen, 1969),
1:169; and in “Verzeichnis der Konzentrationslager und
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ihrer Aussenkommandos gemiss § 42 Abs. 2 BEG,” BGBI.
(1977), Teil 1, p. 1834.

Statements of survivors from Pulawy exist above all in the
AZIH and in YVA. Contemporary German documentation
can be found in the APL, where the collection “Governor of
the Lublin District” (see also USHMMA, RG-15.066M)
holds some information about Jews in the Pulawy region.
Other material about the situation of Jews in the area, but also
mostly concerning the period after the liquidation of the
ghetto, can be found in IPN. (At YVA the following collec-
tions are of relevance: TR. 10/813 (Michalsen/Hantke indict-
ment); TR. 10/1291, Hantke interrogations, Hamburg, April
7,9, and 13, 1964); and TR. 10/770, pp. 106-1098.

Evelyn Zegenhagen
trans. Geoffrey Megargee

RADOM [aka RADOM (SZKOLNA STREET]]

Radom lies about 95 kilometers (59 miles) south of Warsaw.

The first mention of a Majdanek subcamp there is in an offi-
cial report of January 17, 1944, although the camp existed
since 1942 as a forced labor camp for Jews (ZALf]). At that
time the (formerly Austrian) armaments firm Steyr-Daimler-
Puch (SDP) employed Jews from the Radom ghetto at its
work site on Szkolna Street.

According to statements by survivors, the work was
hard, and the Austrian foremen and masters were guilty of
causing the death of many workers, as in the execution of
13 workers in the summer of 1942 and another 13 in the
spring of 1943. For the most part, the forced laborers for
SDP were excluded from the repeated selections at the Ra-
dom ghetto.

After the liquidation of the Radom ghetto in August 1942,
the surviving Jews were distributed among two labor camps:
one on the Szwarlikowska Street and one on the Szkolna
Street. The camp on the Szwarlikowska Street, which was
also called the “small ghetto,” held about 3,000 prisoners (of
which about 700 to 900 were women) who worked at various
work sites and facilities in Radom. Again and again, the work-
ers went through selections, as on January 13, 1943, when
1,600 Jews were taken to Treblinka and murdered. On this
occasion, the company management of SDP, which was on
good terms with the SS, chose 100 of the strongest workers
from the 1,500 Jews remaining in the camp.

On November 8, 1943, all the remaining inhabitants of
the camp on Szwarlikowska Street were driven, in a two-
hour march, to the SDP camp on Szkolna Street, where
there were already about 2,000 prisoners. One of the re-
sponsible SS officers, SS-Sturmbannfithrer Blum, allowed
women and children to occupy one of the freestanding bar-
racks in the camp after their arrival, due to the cold and
their exhaustion. Immediately after that, the barracks was
surrounded by Ukrainian guards. Despite protests and at-
tempts at rescue, more than 100 women and children were
loaded into trucks the next day and shot on Biala Street.
Some dozens of men considered incapable of work were also
shot.
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In the middle of January 1944, the forced labor camp was
taken over as a concentration camp. A group of SS came from
Lublin, and the prisoners were clothed in typical camp attire
and had to paint the letters KL (for Konzentrationslager, con-
centration camp) on the backs of each other’s jackets with red
paint. Instead of names, the prisoners now had numbers,
which were sewn onto their jackets. Nonetheless, as The Book
of Radom reports, many Jews considered themselves lucky that
the concentration camp came to them, in effect, and that they
were not deported to another concentration camp, because
they greatly feared such transports.

The camp was encircled with double barbed wire, and
there were guard posts with machine guns on watchtowers.
Men and women slept separately in 20 wooden barracks on
three-tiered wooden bunks that were outfitted with straw
sacks.

The day began with reveille at five o’clock in the morning,
followed by the morning roll call. The majority of prisoners
worked for SDP; others worked in furniture and tailor shops
in the camp.

An SS officer named Hecker or Haker was reportedly the
camp leader (Lagerfiihrer), while the camp commandant
(Lagerkommandant) was SS-Hauptsturmfihrer Sigmann.
Chil (also Yechiel) Friedmann was the Jewish camp elder
(Lageriltester), and he was assisted by Kapos and other helpers.

In March 1944, there was a selection of several hundred
prisoners judged unable to work, who were brought to the
Majdanek main camp; only a few of them survived.

There were many escape attempts from the camp. As a
rule, these failed. Escaped prisoners usually had to join with
the Polish partisans, but these tended to be mostly antise-
mitic, and they either murdered fleeing Jews or forced them
to return to the concentration camp.

In April 1944, a bunker was discovered in the camp
through an unfortunate accident. This bunker had held four
men and a woman since January, when the camp had been
transformed into a concentration camp. As The Book of Radom
reported, the bunker had been planned as a hideout for an
emergency; there was also supposed to be a tunnel out from
the bunker to freedom. According to witnesses, the bunker
even had secret electric and water hook-ups, and relatives of
the five people in it had given them food. However, the tun-
nelers’ inexperience became their undoing: after their venture
had progressed outside the camp grounds, they dug the tun-
nel too close to the surface under a well-traveled road. The
wheels of an SS truck sank into it, which led to the discovery
of the tunnel and the bunker. The five prisoners were not
hanged, however, but only punished with public beatings.
Three of the prisoners, Mania Zuckerman-Gelber, her
brother Meyer Zuckerman, and Ben Wercheiser, survived the
Holocaust; the two others, the Bonk brothers, were shot dur-
ing another escape attempt.

With the approach of the front in the early summer of
1944, several prisoners were able to flee in the course of the
general confusion by going through the wastewater canals of
the production hall. For the rest, the situation became notice-
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ably worse, since the camp guards were reinforced by soldiers
from scattered army units. On July 26, 1944, around 2,450
male camp prisoners were evacuated in the direction of £6dz
and presumably further to Auschwitz. SS personnel destroyed
the machines and facilities in the camp in order to keep them
from falling into enemy hands.

SOURCES There are only a few mentions of the Radom
Szkolna Street camp. One important source is The Book of
Radom: The Story of a Fewish Community in Poland Destroyed by
the Nazis, ed. and comp. Alfred Lipson (New York: United
Radomer Relief for U.S. and Canada, [ca. 1963]), which re-
ports on the selection of Jews for SDP. The Encyclopedia of
Fewish Communities in Poland, vol. 7, Poland (Jerusalem: YV,
1999) likewise mentions Radom on pp. 530-543 but concen-
trates mostly on the camp on Szwarlikowska Street and does
not mention the simultaneous existence of the camp on Sz-
kolna Street. Also, it gives the erroneous date of June 26 for
the evacuation. Several monographs and articles concern
themselves with the fate of the Jews in the Radom region,
among others, Adam Rutkowski, “Martyrologia, walka i
zagltada ludnosci zydowskiej w dystrykcie radomskim podczas
okupacji hitlerowskiej,” BZIH 15-16 (1955): 75-182; and
“Zydzi dystyktu radomskiego w okresie II wojny swiatowe;.
Materialy z sesji popularno-naukowej odbytej w Radomiu 27
wrzesnia 1997,” BKRTN 3-4 (1997): 1-95. This subcamp is
listed in the I'TS, Vorliufiges Verzeichnis der Konzentration-
slager und deren Aussenkommandos sowie anderer Haftstiitten un-
ter dem Reichsfiibrer-SS in Deutschland und besetzten Gebieten,
2 vols. (Arolsen, 1969), 1: 170; and in the “Verzeichnis der
Konzentrationslager und ihrer Aussenkommandos gemiss §
42 Abs. 2 BEG,” BGBI. (1977), Teil 1, p. 1834.
Evelyn Zegenhagen
trans. Geoffrey Megargee

TRAWNIKI

In the three years of its existence, the SS camp at Trawniki in
the Lublin District of the General Government underwent
four permutations, each of which involved different functions
and purposes. From July until September 1941, it served as a
holding pen for persons of interest to Nazi Germany. From
September 1941 until July 1944, it was a training facility for
police auxiliaries who were deployed in Operation Reinhard.
From June 1942 until September 1943, it served as a forced
labor camp for Jews. Between September 1943 and May 1944,
it was a subcamp of Lublin-Majdanek. [Because of the com-
plexity of this history, it is being treated here in one entry.—
Ed]

Less than two weeks after Nazi Germany invaded the So-
viet Union, German SS and police authorities in the Lublin
District, acting on the orders of the SS and Police Leader
(SSPF) Lublin, SS-Brigadefiihrer Odilo Globocnik, estab-
lished a detention facility on the grounds of an abandoned
sugar refinery outside of Trawniki, a small town located just
south of the Lublin-Chelm road, 32 kilometers (20 miles)
east-southeast of Lublin and about the same distance due east
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of Chetm. Managed by an officer on Globocnik’s staff, SS-
Hauptsturmfithrer Hermann Hoéfle, the Trawniki camp orig-
inally was a holding center for refugees and Soviet prisoners
of war (POWs), selected by the Security Police and SD either
as potential collaborators or as dangerous persons. On July 9,
1941, 676 inmates were incarcerated there.!

In September 1941, pursuant to his July 17, 1941, appoint-
ment as Commissioner for the Establishment of SS and Police
Bases (SS- und Polizeistutzpiinkte) in the New Eastern Terri-
tory, Globocnik transformed the facility into a training camp
for auxiliary police personnel to maintain security in support
of German rule over the “wild East.” Globocnik’s staff re-
cruited captured Soviet POWs who, after being processed in
Trawniki, entered the Guard Forces (Wachmannschaften) of
the SSPF in the Lublin District.2 The basis to recruit these
“Trawniki men” lay in high-level SS instructions to the Secu-
rity Police and SD teams screening the POWs to identify
from among the captured Soviet soldiers “persons who appear
especially reliable and are therefore suitable for deployment
in the reconstruction of the occupied territories.” Noting on
August 5, 1941, that the establishment of SS and police bases
before the winter was “an urgenttask,” SS-Obergruppenfiihrer
Kurt Daluege, the chief of the German Order Police, ordered
Globocnik and other senior SS and police leaders to give high
priority to recruiting indigenous defense units. One month
later, the first recruits from the POW camps arrived at
Trawniki. On October 27, 1941, Globocnik appointed SS-
Hauptsturmfithrer Karl Streibel to command the newly
christened Trawniki Training Camp, a position Streibel held
until the evacuation of the camp in July 1944.3

The first 2,500 auxiliary police guards (Wachminner)
were inducted, processed, and trained between September
1941 and September 1942. Virtually all of them were Soviet
POWs. As German military reverses and the murderous
treatment of the Soviet POWs dried up the supply of suitable
Soviet soldiers in the autumn of 1942, Streibel’s men con-
scripted civilians, primarily young Ukrainians, residing in
Galicia, Wolhynia, Podolia, and the Lublin District. When
Globocnik left Lublin in September 1943, he reported that
3,700 Wachminner were serving in the Trawniki system; in
fact, more than 4,750 identification numbers had been issued
by this time. Approximately 5,082 men were trained at
Trawniki between 1941 and 1944.* They were organized into
two battalions under the command of SS-Untersturmfiithrer
Willi Franz and SS-Obersturmfiihrer Johann Schwarzen-
bacher.

Deployment in the operations of the so-called Final Solu-
tion of the Jewish Question became a key function of the
Trawniki-trained guards. They provided the guard units for
the Operation Reinhard killing centers at Betzec, Sobibdr,
and Treblinka II and served for a time as part of the guard
detachments at the concentration camps Lublin-Majdanek
and Auschwitz. They also provided the guard units for vari-
ous other forced labor camps for Jews. In addition, German
SS and police authorities deployed the Trawniki trainees
in the deportations from both large and small ghettos in
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SS officers review Ukrainian recruits at Trawniki, a training facility for
auxiliary camp guards and a subcamp of Lublin-Majdanek, 1942-
1943.

USHMM WS #61493, COURTESY OF STA. LG HAMBURG

occupied Poland and as escorts for the transport trains from
ghetto to killing center. That the Trawniki trainees imple-
mented their hideous tasks to the satisfaction of their leaders
was expressed in Globocnik’s recommendation for Streibel’s
promotion: Streibel had commanded the Trawniki Training
Camp “with the greatest discretion and understanding for the
special leadership needs of this unit. These units have proved
themselves in the best way in many anti-partisan missions,
but especially in the framework of the resettlement of the
Jews.”

In 1942, Trawniki served as a transit camp for local Jews.
After an early April “selection” of those incapable of work in
the ghetto town Piaski, located about 10 kilometers (6.2 miles)
away, Wachminner escorted several hundred Polish, Ger-
man, and Austrian Jews from Piaski to Trawniki. Scheduled
for deportation to Belzec the following day, many of the vic-
tims were locked up in a large barnlike structure overnight.
Between 200 and 500 died from suffocation; their bodies were
tossed the next morning into the freight cars destined for
Belzec.® During 1942, SS and police instructors also utilized
the local Jewish population for “training purposes”; the new
recruits received their first practical training in roundups and
escort duty. Some zealous instructors reportedly ordered re-
cruits individually to shoot a Jew.

During the summer of 1942, Trawniki also began to serve
as a forced labor camp for Jews (Zwangsarbeitslager fiir Juden,
ZALA]). Under the auspices of Operation Reinhard, the SS
and police constructed the labor camp adjacent to the train-
ing camp, separated only by the original stone wall that sur-
rounded the abandoned sugar factory.® The appearance of a
Jewish workforce at Trawniki coincided with the establish-
ment of procedures for disposing of the property of the Jews
murdered in Operation Reinhard. Globocnik selected
Trawniki to be a storage depot for clothing flowing in from
the killing centers; the so-called Clothing Depot (Beklei-
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‘ ‘ 34249_u11_B.indd 894

dungslager) was located just outside the fence of the training
camp. In June 1942, three freight cars stocked with baggage
taken from Viennese Jews bound for Sobibér were diverted to
Trawniki; that same month a Jewish labor detachment of 20
to 40 women was assigned to sort, wash, and repair the cloth-
ing’

As his SS and police murdered the last of those Jews in the
General Government considered “incapable of work,” Hein-
rich Himmler grew increasingly fearful of resistance, yet was
hopeful that the SS could better integrate the surviving Jew-
ish forced laborers into armaments production. On October
9, 1942, he ordered the transfer of all privately owned facto-
ries producing armaments and related goods, along with their
Jewish forced laborers, from ghettos in the General Govern-
ment to camps, including Trawniki, where the Jews could be
more easily guarded.’® In the late autumn of 1942, SS au-
thorities moved a brush factory and its laborers from the
Miegdzyrzec-Podlaski ghetto, which had just been liquidated,
to Trawniki. On February 8, 1943, Globocnik signed a con-
tract with Fritz Emil Schultz of FW. Schultz and Co., which
produced mattresses and furs and repaired boots and uni-
forms. The contract provided that the Schultz fur production
plant with its 4,000 Jewish workers and a brush-making plant
with 1,500 more workers be transferred with all movable
equipment and civilian personnel from the Warsaw ghetto to
Trawniki. It named Streibel commander of the Trawniki
labor camp, with responsibility for distribution of labor,
collection of fees for the forced laborers (5 zlotys a day for
men and 4 zlotys a day for women), and security. Day-to-
day management of the camp, however, was the duty of
SS-Hauptscharfiithrer Franz Bartetzko and his deputy SS-
Scharfiihrer Josef Napieralla.!! To manage the provision of
forced laborers to the Schultz firm and to other firms located
at other labor camps, the SS leadership founded the Ostin-
dustrie GmbH (Eastern Industries, Ltd., Osti) holding com-
pany on March 12, 1943.

Initially, the SS encouraged Schultz workers to voluntarily
relocate; and on February 16, transports began to leave War-
saw for Trawniki. Despite threats to shoot those who ignored
SS incentives, Schultz could only persuade 448 out of 1,500
workers scheduled for transfer by April 14 actually to board
the trains.!? Losing patience, the SS decided to liquidate the
Warsaw ghetto. At 3:00 A.M. on the morning of April 19, 1943,
SS and police units, including a battalion of 350 Wachmin-
ner, sealed off the ghetto, sparking the famous Warsaw Ghetto
Uprising.”* Between February 15 and April 30, 1943, 2,848
men, 2,397 women, and 388 children were removed from
Warsaw to Trawniki in 17 transports via truck and train. By
May 1, at least 5,633 Jews, mostly Polish Jews but including
German, Austrian, and Slovak Jews, resided in the Trawniki
labor camp.!* Between May 27 and July 24, eight new barracks
were constructed to accommodate the influx of prisoners;
barracks construction continued until September 1943. The
number of prisoners who worked for the Schultz concern at
Trawniki hovered around 6,000 from May 1943 until the liq-
uidation of the camp in November. Small detachments of

1/30/09 9:36:54 PM ‘ ‘



prisoners worked directly for the SS in barracks construction
and camp upkeep. Two transports of Jewish workers arrived
in Trawniki from the Minsk ghetto after its liquidation in
September 1943.1

In the interests of heightened production, Bartetzko ini-
tially maintained relatively decent conditions in Trawniki.
He reportedly tolerated illicit trade in food and alcohol, per-
mitted Jewish prisoners to form their own musical band, and
even offered opportunities to play soccer. After August 1943,
however, conditions deteriorated. Medical care after August
was nonexistent, and fear of sickness was endemic. Though
the weather became cold in October, the workers received no
winter clothing. Violations of camp regulations, such as theft
or an attempt to escape, brought swift and brutal retribution.
One day in May or June 1943, Bartetzko shot a prisoner for
attempting to escape. As a deterrent, the body was left where
it fell for 24 hours. When three Jews were caught stealing
equipment, Bartetzko assembled all available guards, prison-
ers, and Schultz executives to watch each of the three prison-
ers receive 25 lashes with a bullwhip. Frequent violators risked
transfer to a subcamp located at Dorohucza, about 3 kilome-
ters (1.9 miles) north of Trawniki. Under command of SS-
Unterscharfithrer Robert Jithrs, Dorohucza’s “industry” was
digging peat—dangerous and difficult work for approximately
100 ill-clothed, ill-fed, and ill-equipped prisoners.!¢

For a variety of reasons, including Globocnik’s quarrels
with the civilian District Governor in Lublin and Osti’s fail-
ure to secure Wehrmacht contracts, the SS leadership trans-
ferred the Trawniki complex to the jurisdiction of the
SS-Business Administration Main Office (WVHA) in Sep-
tember 1943; Trawniki thus became a subcamp of Lublin-
Majdanek.'” In the following months, 1,000 Trawniki-trained
guards were transferred to concentration camps in the Reich,
while 150 members of the WVHA’s SS-Death’s Head Units
arrived in Trawniki.!®

In late October 1943, stunned by the Sobibér prisoner up-
rising, Himmler ordered the murder of the remaining Polish
Jews in the Lublin District. As part of the cynically chris-
tened Operation Harvest Festival (Aktion Erntefest), SS and
police units shot at least 6,000 Jewish inmates of Trawniki
and Dorohucza on November 3, 1943, virtually eliminating
the entire workforce.

After the massacre, the Trawniki SS and police staff im-
ported a small detachment of Jewish laborers from Milejéw to
burn the corpses on massive grills made from rail track, then
to disperse the ashes and bone fragments into trenches, which
they covered with dirt. After completing this dreadful work,
the Jewish laborers were shot and their bodies burned. For
weeks after the massacre, Trawniki trained guards searched
the camp grounds for hidden Jews. Those who were found
within the first few weeks were shot. Zina Czapnik and her
niece, Raja Mileczina, were able to hide for nearly two months
before the Wachminner discovered them. To Czapnik’s as-
tonishment, both women were permitted to live. They joined
a detachment of approximately 40 Jewish women of Austrian
and Dutch origin who had been brought to Trawniki after the
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massacre to perform domestic tasks inside the camp complex,
such as laundry and cleaning the barracks for the SS staff and
the Wachminner. They also sorted and recycled Operation
Reinhard booty and the clothing of the recently murdered
Trawniki inmates. In May 1944, the SS transferred this small
detachment to Lublin-Majdanek, and the Trawniki labor
camp was dissolved."”

Most of the key officials at Trawniki either failed to sur-
vive the war or were later brought to trial. Globocnik com-
mitted suicide upon capture by the British in Carinthia on
May 31, 1945. The Allies extradited his successor, Jakob
Sporrenberg, to Poland, where he was convicted and executed
in 1950. Christian Wirth was ostensibly killed by partisans
near Trieste on May 26, 1944; Hofle was arrested by Aus-
trian authorities in 1961 and committed suicide in his cell on
August 21, 1962. Neither Trawniki battalion commander
survived the war: SS-Untersturmfithrer Willi Franz went
missing on July 31, 1944; while SS-Obersturmfiihrer Schwar-
zenbacher was killed by partisans near Trieste on June 2,
1944. Although Bartetzko was killed at the front in January
1945, Trawniki camp commandant Karl Streibel, Bartetzko’s
deputy, Josef Napierella, and four Trawniki company com-
manders were indicted by a West German court in Hamburg
in 1970. Since the prosecution could not prove that they had
played a role in deciding upon and implementing Operation
Harvest Festival at Trawniki or that they had foreknowledge
of or control over the murderous field assignments on which
the men that they trained were deployed, all six defendants
were acquitted in 1976. Hundreds of, possibly as many as a
thousand, Trawniki trainees were tried either by Soviet mili-
tary tribunals or Soviet civilian courts after the war: virtu-
ally all were convicted, and some were executed. A handful of
Trawniki-trained guards were tried in the West. Franz Swi-
dersky, a Treblinka labor camp guard, was sentenced to life
imprisonment by a Diisseldorf court in 1971. The United
States initiated denaturalization proceedings against 16 for-
mer Trawniki guards, including 3 who served at killing cen-
ters, several who were deployed in 1943 deportation
operations in Warsaw and Bialystok, and virtually all of
whom guarded Jewish prisoners at Trawniki itself. Most of
these proceedings ended in denaturalization—a handful of
proceedings are still pending. In August 2006, two Canadian
courts recommended denaturalization after proceedings
against two former Wachminner who found refuge in Can-
ada after the war.

SOURCES Little has been written about the Trawniki camp
or the police auxiliaries trained there. On the camp itself, the
major work is Helge Grabitz and Wolfgang Scheffler, Lezzze
Spuren: Getto Warschau—SS-Arbeitslager Trawniki—Aktion
Erntefest. Fotos und Dokumente iiber Opfer des Endlosungswabn
im Spiegel der bistorischen Ereignisse (Berlin: Edition Hentrich,
1993). On the Trawniki-trained guards, there is Peter Black,
“Die Trawniki-Minner und die ‘Aktion Reinhard’” in “Ak-
tion Reinbard”: Der Violkermord an den fuden im Generalgonver-
nement, 1941-1944, ed. Bogdan Musial (Osnabriick: fibre
Verlag, 2004), pp. 309-352; and Maria Wardzyriska, Formacja
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Wachmannschaften des SS- und Polizeifiibrers im Distrikt Lublin
(Warsaw: IPN, 1992).

Records relevant to Trawniki are located at the CAFSSRF
in RGs K-779 and “20869 Guards.” The former contains the
internal administrative correspondence of the Trawniki
training camp from January 1943 until July 1944 (unfortu-
nately, the records for 1941 and 1942 appear to have been de-
stroyed during the war). The latter contains approximately
800 personnel files of Trawniki-trained guards along with
postwar investigative material related to Soviet efforts to
identify and locate former Trawniki men. Neither of these
record groups is open to scholars at the time of writing, but
the USHMMA has secured agreement to receive copies of
most of this material and will be able to make it public for the
first time. Of equal significance, but not centrally located, are
the records of trials of hundreds of former Trawniki trainees
at locations throughout the Russian Federation, Ukraine, and
other former Soviet Republics. The files remain in the cus-
tody of the security organs of the respective regimes, for ex-
ample, the FSB in Russia and the SBU in Ukraine. The most
important of these trials include: Proceedings against V.N.
Litvinenko, etal., 158/57252, GASBU-L; Proceedings against
E.G. Shul'ts et al., 66437/14, GASBU (available in the
USHMMA, RG 301.018M); Proceedings against A.A. Zuev
et al., 44/32132, GASBU-D; and Proceedings against N.G.
Matvienko et al., 4/100366, GASBU-Dn. Additional groups
of Trawniki personnel files found their way into TsDAVO
(Fond 3676, Opis 4, Dela 327, 328, 329, and 331);A-W-W
(Fond 1173, ap. 4, b. 51); and LVVA (Fund 129, s. 1390). Per-
haps the most important source on the Trawniki labor camp
is the record of the proceedings against Karl Streibel et al,,
File 147 Js 43/69, located in the StA-HH. Some published
documents on Trawniki are available in DiM (L.6dz, 1946),
vol. 1, Obozy; and vol. 2, “Akcje” i “Wysiedlenia.”

Peter Black
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Mauthausen entrance gate.
USHMM WS #74451, COURTESY OF COL. P. ROBERT SEIBEL
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MAUTHAUSEN MAIN CAMP

In May 1938, Theodor Eicke, Oswald Pohl, and a technical
staff chose a site on a high plateau near the small town of
Mauthausen, about 20 kilometers (12.4 miles) from Linz,
Austria, for a new concentration camp. The Mauthausen lo-
cation was chosen because of the proximity to stone quarries
and the need for a facility to hold political detainees in occu-
pied Austria. A detail of several hundred prisoners from
Dachau began construction there, and by the end of Sep-
tember, they had completed barracks for prisoners and the
SS-guards. On February 17, 1939, SS-Obersturmbannfiihrer
Franz Ziereis took over as commandant, a position he held
until the end of the war.!

Granite walls, built by the prisoners and topped with
barbed wire charged with a high-power electric charge, en-
closed the “protective custody” camp, a rectangular area
85x210 meters (279x689 feet). The street leading into the
camp passed through two massive stone towers at the south-
eastern corner and led to the roll-call square. To the right of
the entrance were the wash barracks, kitchen, confinement
bunker, crematorium, and infirmary. To the left prisoners
had constructed 24 barracks, each 45 to 50 meters (148 to 164
feet) long. Block One housed the camp clerk and, beginning
in 1943, a brothel. Prominent prisoners were assigned to Block
Two. Most of the construction at Mauthausen had been com-
pleted by late 1941, but a year later work began on a cluster of
barracks for prisoners of war (POWs) outside of the stone
walls. At night and on Sundays, prisoners remained in the
protective custody camp, and guards staffed the towers along
the stone wall. On the other days, shortly after the morning
roll call and as the prisoner work details left the protective
custody camp, the sentry chain of guards moved outward and
was set up around the entire complex. Most of the prisoners
worked in the quarry, northwest of the protective custody
camp, and by May 1942, their number reached 3,844. Each

Post-liberation view of the Mauthausen roll-call plaza and interior of the
entrance gate.
USHMM WS #74452, COURTESY OF P. ROBERT SEIBEL
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day they marched down the 186 steps under SS guard into the
quarry. Prisoners carried large blocks of stone up the steps:
excruciating work in conditions of unimaginable difficulty,
because of the inadequate food and clothing and the brutality
of the guards and Kapos.

The transfer of large numbers of prisoners from Dachau
began in the fall of 1938, and by November, Mauthausen held
more than 1,000 inmates. Transports continued to arrive over
the next year, and by late September 1939, the number of pris-
oners reached 2,995; almost all of them came from Germany
or Austria. The first large group of foreign prisoners, 448
Polish political detainees, arrived on March 9, 1940. During
1940, when more than 11,000 new prisoners were registered,
transports came from Sachsenhausen and Buchenwald and
included many “Red Spaniards,” prisoners who had fought in
the Spanish Civil War on the Republican side. In 1941, an ad-
ditional 18,000 prisoners arrived at Mauthausen, and in 1942,
that number rose to 21,000.2

Mauthausen held large numbers of Soviet POWs, begin-
ning in the fall of 1941. Separated from the other prisoners,
they lived in extremely poor conditions, with minimal or no
shelter and little food. One of the first transports of POWs,
some 2,000, arrived on October 21, 1941. An additional 5,000
more Russian POWs came to Mauthausen by the spring of
1942. The fatality rate among them remained very high, and
by March 1942 only 80 remained alive. According to the of-
ficial record of the number of POW deaths (maintained in
a separate death book beginning on October 21, 1941), 4,588
POWs had died by December 1942. A large number had
starved to death or were executed. Many others died of ty-
phus, which swept through the camp in late 1941 and early
1942. The number of POW fatalities at Mauthausen remained
low for the remaining years of the war, largely because most
had been killed already, with only 15 POW deaths in 1943,
246 in 1944, and 225 in 19453

In the fall of 1941, a large number of Czech Jews arrived at
Mauthausen. Although not separated from the other Czech
prisoners, the Jews were targeted for especially brutal treat-
ment. Beatings, starvation, inhuman work conditions, or elec-
trocution on the barbed-wire fences greatly reduced their
number. Throughout the war, Jews continued to be sent to
Mauthausen. For example, about 8,000 Hungarian Jews came
from Auschwitz in May and June 1944. An additional 4,600 Pol-
ish Jews arrived in August. Because at this stage of the war the
need for manpower in war-related work was so great, all those
Jews who survived the initial selection were sent to subcamps.

In January 1945, as Auschwitz was being liquidated, more
than 9,000 of its prisoners, mostly Jews, were shipped to Maut-
hausen. Many died of malnutrition or exposure before reach-
ing the camp, and others perished during the selection process
when, regardless of the weather, they stood along the stone
walls for most of the day and night. The last large transport of
prisoners to Mauthausen was a group of Hungarian Jews who
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Prisoners drag earth-laden carts for the erection of the “Russian camp”
at Mauthausen, April-May 1942.
USHMM WS #12352, COURTESY OF NARA

arrived in March 1945. Because the camp was already filled
beyond capacity with prisoners evacuated from other concen-
tration camps, a tent compound was erected, and by April 9,
it held more than 8,500 prisoners; an estimated 3,000 died
there. In March, two more large transports arrived, the first
with 2,055 prisoners from Gross-Rosen, of whom 2,047 were
Jews, and another transport of 1,799 female prisoners from
Ravensbriick.

Daily life at Mauthausen and its subcamps was character-
ized by continuous brutality at the hands of the SS guards and
the Kapos and the deliberate lack of the most fundamental
elements of human existence. Palatable food and rudimentary
sanitary facilities were lacking, and disease ran rampant. The
brutalization of the inmates began upon their arrival at Maut-
hausen and continued throughout their imprisonment. The
first stop was the Political Section, where beatings and kill-
ings were routine. Once in the camp, daily life was character-
ized by deprivation and mistreatment. Each morning and
evening the prisoners had to stand, sometimes for hours and
regardless of the weather, on the roll-call square and be
counted. From there, they were assigned at the start of the
day to work details, many of which took them outside the
camp. Because of the nature of work at the quarry, where
the weakened and malnourished prisoners did strenuous
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manual labor and hauled heavy rock, a large number of pris-
oners died or were killed there. Such treatment was in line
with Reich Security Main Office (RSHA) chief Reinhard
Heydrich’s January 2, 1941, decree classifying the concentra-
tion camps into three levels, grading them by the severity of
conditions. Only Mauthausen was in level three, and it was
reserved “for the heavily burdened, especially those with a
criminal record, and asocials, that is, those who have hardly
any chance for rehabilitation.”

Death books recorded the fatalities at Mauthausen and its
subcamps (except Gusen, which maintained its own death
books), listing in detail the causes of death (with date and
time of day) and biographical information on the victims.
These provide information on the patterns of deaths, even
though some prisoners were killed before ever being regis-
tered at the concentration camp and therefore were not re-
corded.’ The victims of the Mauthausen system came from
virtually all of the nations of Europe. According to the death
books, 30 prisoners died in 1938, with the number increasing
to 445 during 1939. Following the outbreak of war, fatalities
rose sharply, with 2,312 registered in 1940; 1,494 in 1941;
4,392 in 1942; 3,209 in 1943; 7,076 in 1944; and 15,630 for the
first four months of 1945.° The bodies of those who died were
taken to a crematorium in the city of Steyr until May 1940,
when the camp’s own crematorium began operations.

The patterns of death reflect the changing policies and
Nazi conquests. Between May and October 1941, for example,
most of those who died at Mauthausen were Jews, the first
time large numbers were represented there, and the patterns
of death indicate a deliberate policy of annihilation. In May
and June 1941, almost every recorded death was that of a Jew,
and from June to October, most were Dutch Jews, recent ar-
rivals at Mauthausen. In the last two months of 1941, there
was once again a marked shift in deaths; now mostly political
detainees from Spain, Yugoslavia, and Czechoslovakia were
killed. Numerous executions also took place in late 1941 at
Mauthausen.

During 1942, most recorded deaths were of political de-
tainees, many of whom were Czechs. Most had died of natural
causes, but the incidence of those killed during an escape at-
tempt or by execution rose. A mass execution took place on
October 24, 1942, when 263 Czech prisoners were shot. Ac-
cording to the record of the execution in the death book, the
killing began at 8:30 A.M. and ran through 5:42 p.M,, a victim
every two minutes. In November, more than 30 prisoners
were shot during escape attempts; most were Dutch Jews.

In 1941, an installation for shooting prisoners with a small-
caliber pistol was set up in a building just off the roll-call
square. Prisoners accused of specific offenses were hanged or
executed by firing squad. Those prisoners unable to work
were killed by lethal injection of benzine or phenol to the
heart. Prisoners were killed by poisonous gas in the gas cham-
ber constructed in the crematorium building in late 1941, in
the gas vans that carried victims to and from the Gusen sub-
camp, or at Hartheim, a “euthanasia” center. Invalids, the
chronically ill, and prisoners unable to work were selected by

VOLUME I: PART B

1/30/09 9:37:03 PM ‘ ‘



902 MAUTHAUSEN

a team of physicians at Mauthausen and Gusen beginning in
August 1941, part of the so-called Aktion 14f13. An additional
killing program, Aktion K (K meaning Kugel, or bullet), in-
cluded POWs who had attempted to escape and officers and
noncommissioned officers (NCOs) who were unable to work.
They were to be sent to Mauthausen and executed shortly af-
ter their arrival./

In late 1942 and 1943, work in the quarries slackened as
war-related industrial production grew in importance. At the
same time, there was a massive increase in the number of pris-
oners sent to Mauthausen. For example, in March 1943, Maut-
hausen and Gusen held about 14,800 inmates. By December,
that figure had risen to 26,000, and by the spring of 1945, it
had reached 45,000. The increase in 1943 resulted in large
measure from mass arrests in Poland, France, Yugoslavia, and
the Soviet Union. Additional prisoners came from Greece
and Belgium. In 1943 alone, more than 21,000 new prisoners
arrived at Mauthausen. In 1944, more than 58,000 new pris-
oners were registered at Mauthausen, mostly individuals
evacuated from concentration camps in the Balkans and
Poland.

The final year of the war was catastrophic for the prisoners
held at Mauthausen. Because of the camp’s location well be-
hind the advancing front lines, large numbers of prisoners
were evacuated from other concentration camps and sent to
Mauthausen. Between July and December 1944, the number
of inmates rose by more than a third, and the gain continued
into March 1945. Most of those arriving were in desperate
condition, having hiked for several days or even weeks or hav-
ing been transported in open railway cars.

Even though many of these prisoners were dispatched di-
rectly to the subcamps, conditions at Mauthausen remained
seriously overcrowded. In 1944, a tent camp of 14 military
and circuslike tents was set up outside of the main camp.
Here, the prisoners slept directly on the ground, and sanitary
facilities were virtually non